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BY PRIYA KOTECHA 


Disabled athletes, organisers and 
Londoners remain committed to 
delivering the “most inclusive 
Paralympic and Olympic Games 
ever” in 2012, despite July’s tube 
and bus bombings. 

Paralympic athlete Danny 
Crates told DN: “I think it’s 
important that we don’t let the 
bombings destroy what an 
amazing prospect holding the 
Olympics and Paralympics in 
London is.” 

Shelly Woods, a 19-year-old 
wheelchair athlete, who is hop- 
ing to compete in 2012, said 
that, despite last month’s events, 
“London will do the games in 
the best possible way”. 

She added: “I would love to 

win a gold in my home country.” 

And wheelchair basketball 
star Ade Adepitan (right) said: 
“It will have a massive impact. 
For parents in the host country, 
there surely could be no greater 


gift to their kids than taking 
them to the games. It is an 
amazing privilege.” 

But disabled people are con- 
cerned that the extra focus on 
security could hinder the dis- 
ability equality agenda. 

Ruth Bashall, treasurer of 
Disability Action in Waltham 
Forest, said: “Let’s work to 
make sure that the necessary 
security measures do not ham- 
per inclusive access.” 

Paralympic Games project 
manager, Tony Sainsbury, dis- 
missed such fears. “I don’t see 
anyone losing out as a conse- 
quence of the bombings, 
because then we would play 
straight into the bombers’ 
hands,” he said. 

“People must not see the 
Paralympics and Olympics as 
separate. Everything we do for 
the Olympics in terms of access 
and staff training will be imple- 
mented into the Paralympics. 
The scope may change, but the 
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level of service will be the same.” 


Meanwhile, a second reading 
of the Olympic Bill took place 
in the Commons last month. 
The bill will set up an Olympic 
Delivery Authority to assume 
responsibility for the venues and 
put the infrastructure in place 
on time and within budget. 

Within six months, the 2012 
Bid Committee will become 
part of the new London 
Organising Committee for 
the Olympic Games (LOCOG), 
which will oversee the running 
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Inclusive Games are go! 


of the games. 

The LOCOG board will 
include Mike Brace, chairman 
of the British Paralympic 
and Sir Phil 


of the 


Association 
Craven, 
International 
Committee. They will represent 
Paralympic interests and ensure 
the games meet the necessary 
disability criteria. 

There will be 11 Paralympic 
Games venues in Stratford’s 
Olympic Park, five at ExCel 
London in East London and 


president 
Paralympic 


Disabled people 
working with the 2012 
team are calling for: 


e A fully accessible tube and 
train network 

e Travel buddies to 
accompany disabled people 
to and from venues 

e Disabled people to be 
involved in providing 
disability training and 
awareness to all staff 

e Planning of access to 
venues to start at an early 
stage, not as an afterthought. 
e Disabled people to be 
employed in the running 

of the games 

e More trams 

e Easy access to information, 
including a helpline for 
disabled people 

e The date for all rail vehicles 
to be fully accessible under 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act to be brought forward 


others at Greenwich, Regent’s 
Park, Woolwich, 
Weymouth. 


Eton and 


The venues for archery and 
wheelchair tennis (Lords and 
Wimbledon for the Olympics) 
will be moved to Olympic Park 
for the Paralympics. 


Left with no information: 
disabled people on / July 


BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


The London bombings have 
caused disabled people caught 
up in the incidents to question 
their safety in such crises, but 
emergency and transport ser- 
vices insist everything is being 
done to address their fears. 

A spokesman from Transport 
for London (TfL) said staff 
worked “very hard” to deal with 
the 7 July event, in which 56 
people died, and all passengers 
had been evacuated quickly. 

But guide dog user Lynn 
Holdsworth (pictured on the 
cover) told DN she was stuck 


at Whitechapel station with 
very little information except a 
“stuttering and stopping” tan- 
noy announcement. 

Passing staff then told trav- 
ellers to leave the tube carriage 
without approaching her. “I 
don’t know if there were any 
staff members on the plat- 
form,” she said. 

“Nobody asked me if I need- 
ed any help...I was at the wrong 
end of the train and I would 
have been at risk of falling off if I 
didn’t have my dog.” 

Eventually, another passen- 
ger assisted Mrs Holdsworth 
from the station where, she 


said, TfL staff members were 
more helpful. 
Lorna Causton, 
impaired woman, was on a bus 
in front of the number 30 that 
exploded in Tavistock Square. 


a visually 


She said she was left confused 
about what was going on until 
an acquaintance nearby saw her. 
“If | hadn’t had John there, | 
probably would have sat down 
and cried. He was able to see 
there were police here or barri- 
ers there. The difficult situation 
is that most people can ask for 
help and they can see where 
they are to ask for help.” 
@ Continued on page 3 
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News 3 


Support plan needed 


(Continued from page 1) 
Meanwhile, Fiona Mitchell, 
who is deaf, said she struggled 
to find out what was going on 
as she made her way to work on 
the morning of the bombings. 
Unable to hear announcements, 
she relied on text messages from 
family for information. “If it 
hadn’t been for them I think I 
would have had to ask the peo- 
ple on the train, which | hate 
doing as it is sometimes hard to 
understand strangers,” she said. 
Fiona McGeever, travel cam- 
paign manager for Scope’s 
Time To Get Equal campaign, 
said disabled people could be 
more frightened than ever to 
use public transport in London. 
“It’s not just about terrorist 
attacks, but any emergency... 


school review 
announced 


MPs have announced an 
inquiry into the education of 
disabled children. 

The Education and Skills 
Committee will look at the 
inclusion of disabled pupils in 
mainstream schools. 

The Special Educational 
Needs (SEN) inquiry will also 
examine the education of 
pupils with SEN in special 
schools, the role of parents, and 
the statementing system. 

The announcement, made as 
DN went to press, came only 
weeks after Baroness Warnock, 
a key pioneer of inclusive educa- 
tion, called for a “radical 
review” of the idea. 

Sharon Collins, executive 
director of operational services 
at Scope, said: “We welcome 
any debate about SEN which 
enables reasonable discussion 
to take place on inclusive edu- 
cation.” 

Written submissions should 
arrive by 3 October. 

e@ www.parliament.uk 


You tell us... 


Last month, following 
Baroness Warnock’s U-turn on 
inclusive education, we asked: 


Should all disabled 
children be taught in 
mainstream schools? 


Yes 
3% 


Take me in ee of 
the Month by subscribing at 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


what plans are in place to sup- 
port disabled people?” 

Bryan Heiser, disability advi- 
sor to TfL, called on readers to 
tell the organisation how emer- 
gency strategies could be 
improved. “Everyone knows on 
the Underground that we have 
a huge amount of catching up 
to do,” he said. 

Mr Heiser could not con- 
firm how many staff members 
had undergone disability train- 
ing, but claimed that in any sit- 
uation there would “almost 
always be” somebody available 
who had been trained. 

He admitted access to infor- 
mation was a problem for trav- 
ellers with sensory impair- 
ments and said TfL was com- 
mitted to getting audible and 


visible announcements in all 
stations and trains by 2008. 

Peter Scott Presland, director 
of Transport For All, said: “In 
terms of equality issues, we 
need to discuss how do we 
evacuate disabled people in the 
same way as we evacuate non- 
disabled people...but rather 
than rushing in, we need to give 
them [the TfL board] space.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
London Ambulance Service 
said: “Because of the nature of 
what we do, we have the equip- 
ment and training to look after 
all of our patients,” but added 
major debriefings were being 
held following 7 July. 

e To give feedback to TfL 
tel: 0845 330 9880, textphone 020 
7918 3500, or see: www.tfl.gouv.uk 


Gainmyade capers: Peter Irvine, i Bresig Disability Information 
Services (right), and ranger Alex Toogood, explore the countryside 
using a buggy bought by Lancashire County Council. In a commit- 
ment to providing disabled people with access to the countryside 
two buggies will be available on Beacon Fell Country Park’s new 


“low mobility trails”. 


Frustration at Live’ access fiasco 


Disabled people faced a num- 
ber of access problems at 
London’s Live8 concert in Hyde 
Park in July, which came as a 
shock to some who thought it 
was supposed to be a “day of 
awareness”. 

Only 140 spaces for wheel- 
chairs were allocated on a dedi- 
cated platform, even though 
300 wheelchair users won tick- 
ets in the text lottery. 

Like many other disabled 
people, DN reader Emma East 
said she was not able to get a 
response from the Live8 disabil- 
ity helpline to ensure her access 
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needs would be met. 

Ms East said: “We left mes- 
sages every day. By Wednesday 
they changed the message to 
say ‘please don’t leave another 
inessages” gh. 

Another man complained 
that his severely disabled wife, 
who has a severe mobility 
impairment, had to queue for 
four hours after being refused 
access to the disability section 
of the concert because she was 
not a wheelchair user. 

“She was extremely tired and 
frustrated, so turned around and 
left. My wife was shocked by the 
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Wheelchair users queue before the Hyde Park concert in July 


attitude of the stewards, the lack 
of assistance and the facilities 
available. All this on a day about 
awareness. Disgusting.” 


Live8 spokespeople refused 
to comment. 
e See page 23 for a reader's 
review of the event 
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A fine mess: Whizz-Kidz came up with a new way of highlighting the 


importance of mobility for disabled children last month — by placing 
fake cardboard wheel clamps on cars in London’s West End. Motorist 
Nicky Clarke is pictured receiving a “penalty fine” from Marcia 
Lawman, 18, who uses a Whizz-Kidz wheelchair. The stunt marked 
the launch of the new Keeping up with Childhood campaign. 


Former chief slams 
‘squandered £140k 


The former chief executive of 
London’s leading organisation 
of disabled people has accused 
the new management of 


’ tens of thou- 


iandering 
ands of pounds and jeopardis- 
ing its future. 
cLaughlin, who left 
rreater London Action on 
Disability (GLAD) in April 


praya’ 


Ree M 


+, was responding to criti- 
cisms of his leadership. 

Over the last year, GLAD 

1s faced an investigation into 

ged Access to Work fraud 

ind a split among members 
ver its future direction. 

Mr McLaughlin, a Labour 

r, said in a letter to DN 

(see page 16) that he believed 


councillo 


GLAD had squandered “most, 
if not all” of reserves of more 
than £140,000 in 12 months. 
Che charity has stopped ser- 
es such as transcription and 
elena al 
consultancy, and failed to attend 
important meetings, he claimed. 
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“What this new manage- 
ment has done is, instead of 
taking GLAD forward as an 
organisation, brought its very 
existence under threat.” 

But new chief executive Trish 
Pashley said services had not 
stopped but were now provided 
on “a more strategic basis”. She 
said she represented GLAD at 
many meetings and had 
secured new funding, including 
£107,000 from the London 
Development Agency. 

“GLAD is far from in any 
decline. It is exactly the oppo- 
site; we are moving forward 
with huge support from our 
members and stakeholders.” 

A new website will improve 
links with GLAD members, 
who will take part in all policy 
consultations. It is also develop- 
ing a Pan London Strategic 
Disability Authority, which will 
allow all disabled people’s 
organisations to be represented. 
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Benefit appeals 


could be cut 


BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


The number of disabled people 
having to appeal benefit rejec- 
tions could be cut if the initial 
decision-making process was 
improved, it has been found. 

A report*, by the president 
of Appeal Tribunals, says that 
the high percentage of over- 
turned decisions on Disability 
Living Allowance (DLA) and 
Incapacity Benefit (IB) occur 
because of the quality of med- 
ical reports, failure to consid- 
er all relevant evidence the 
first time around and the 
standard of decision-making 
at that point. 

It says: “Agencies need to 
ask themselves why this might 
be so; why medical reports 
underestimate the severity of 
the disability and how this 
might be remedied.” 


There are specific concerns 
over decisions made about 
people with mental health 
problems and sensory impair- 
ments and the report suggests 
that more tribunals could be 
avoided through improved 
training and guidance. 

Lorna Reith (right), chief 
executive of Disability Alliance 
— which is in the process of set- 
ting up a tribunal advisory unit 
— said: “There will be times 
when people have to appeal, 
which is why it is important to 
have the tribunals in place... 


but we are seeing far too many 
cases go to appeal.” 

She said decision-makers 
often automatically rely on 
medical information instead 
of actively seeking other 
sources, such as in-depth 
interviews with disabled peo- 
ple and advocates, to gain a 
more rounded understanding 
of disabled people’s needs. 

She also criticised the incon- 
sistency of information sup- 
plied to disabled people when 
they renew benefit claims. “A 
new form makes the customer 
assume they [decision-mak- 
ers] have all the relevant infor- 
mation, but they don’t. Then 
they don’t get it [benefit], 
even if they’ve had it before, 
and have to appeal,” she said. 
* President’s Report 2004-2005, 
www.appeals-service.gov.uk, 
tel: 020 7712 2600 


Lack of meaningful’ work interviews 


An independent evaluation of 
Jobcentre Plus says it is helping 
more disabled people get off 
benefits and into jobs, but that 
staff interviews must improve. 

The report*, 
sioned by the Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP), 
evaluated how effective the 
service has been since it was 
introduced in 2001. 

Commenting on “people 
with health conditions and 
disabilities” it says “meaning- 
ful discussions about work” 
seldom take place during 
interviews. 

A male participant of the 
survey, with an undisclosed 


commis- 
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disability, said: “All she [the 
interviewer] did was ask me 
why I was not at work, what 
the problem was and that’s it. 
Nothing more about work.” 
A DWP spokesman told 
DN SFhis issstaft (beme 
reluctant to bring up the issue 
just because they are reluctant 
to put pressure on them.” 
The report suggests that 
training programmes should 
be expanded to improve staff 
interviewing skills. 
Phew report 
Margaret Hodge, minister for 
employment and welfare 
reform, announced the New 
Deal for Disabled People 


comes as 


A parliamentary committee 
launched a major inquiry 
into the reform of Incapacity 
Benefit (IB) and the Pathways 
to Work scheme as DN went 
to press. 

A statement from the 
House of Commons Work 
and Pensions Committee 


said members would “exam- 
ine the government’s strategy 
to help more people who are 
not in work due to ill-health 


or disability move into 
employment”. 

The news follows concern 
raised by many disabled peo- 
ple about Labour’s plans to 
overhaul IB, announced in 
February, by cutting the 


would be extended for one 
more year than planned, until 
July 2007. 

Meanwhile, another DWP 
report has examined how GPs 
can improve their assessments 
of disabled people’s fitness to 
work. 

Findings show that doctors 
know little about what provi- 
sion is available from Jobcentre 
Plus and recommends training 
on available strategies and 
occupational health issues. 

The DWP is also consider- 
ing how other health profes- 
sionals can support GPs. 

* Jobcentre Plus Evaluation, 
wiiwdwpgovuk, tel:020 7712 2171 


IB inquiry launched 


number of claimants by one 
million. 

It is planned that new IB 
claimants will be kept on a 
lower “holding benefit”. Only 
those “with the most severe 
conditions” who cannot work 
will receive higher payments. 

The Pathways to Work 
scheme will be rolled out 
nationally as part of reforms. 

Committee member Anne 
Begg, who is a wheelchair 
user, said: “Everybody I 
speak to thinks that there are 
problems with IB and we 
want to make sure that IB is 
more responsive and helps 
people. At the moment it is 
quite inflexible.” 


Plane wrong ®9 


BY PRIYA KOTECHA 


A disabled woman who 
launched legal action against 
the airline Go Fly after she was 
poorly treated on a flight has 
said she was “devastated” 
settling out of court. 

Lin Berwick, who is blind 
and has cerebral palsy, said she 
felt forced to settle for £170,000 
in compensation after disagree- 
ments on how badly her health 
was affected by the incident. She 
said she would have been happy 
with £375,000, much of which 
will be needed to pay for care. 

She told DN: “We didn’t 
know how the judge would rule 
and if he would have gone 
down the path of their [Go-Fly] 
expert witnesses the amount 
would have been even less than 
£170,000.” 

Mrs Berwick, who is DN’s 


after 


Berwick: mene 2 settle- 
ment offer of £170,000 


telephone counsellor, took the 
airline to court after damaging 
her back, legs and shoulders on 
a trip from Edinburgh to 
Stansted in September 2001. 
Despite requesting extra 
legroom she was forced into a 
standard seat. 


She was then removed from 
the plane and made to wait 
four hours for the next flight, 
on which a similar incident 
took place. 

Mrs Berwick said: “According 
to experts, the injuries have has- 
tened my disability by ten years. 
I am in constant pain. They 
treated me worse than they 
would an animal.” 

She has now started a cam- 
paign* and wants to hear from 
people who have had similar 
experiences when boarding 
flights, to compile a dossier. 

A spokeswoman for Easyjet, 
which took over Go Fly in 2002, 
confirmed liability had been 
accepted on the incident but 
said the issue of compensation 
was “a private matter between 
the airline and Mrs Berwick”. 

* Email Lin at: 
lin@lberwick.fsnet.co.uk. 


eBay key seller criticised 


A disabled campaigner has 
been criticised for selling keys 
for accessible public toilets on 
the internet auction site eBay. 

Bruce Weetman, a trustee 
and founder of the National 
Association of Blue Badge 
Holders (NABBH), has been 
selling replica keys for the 
National Key Scheme (NKS) 
that he orders in bulk from a 
locksmith. 

The NKS, launched by 
RADAR in 1981, helps prevent 


| Regain 


misuse of accessible toilets. 

Mr Weetman sells the keys 
for £4.94 (including postage), 
nearly? (£1250 more) othan 
RADAR. 

He said: “eBay is a good mar- 
ketplace. They are going to dis- 
abled people. I am reaching the 
people that lots of others aren’t 
reaching. Until they run out | 
am going to sell them.” 

He added a message to his 
eBay lising last month, stating 
that all buyers needed to be 


lon || 
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Blue Badge holders. 

But John Stanford, publica- 
tions editor for RADAR, said his 
organisation did not approve of 
people buying copies of the keys. 
“That appears to be the way in 
which, in some areas, keys are 
getting into the hands of people 
who should not have them.” 

He said he would contact Mr 
Weetman to discuss the issue. 


Talking sense: Sandra Pete: (middle) and Jenny Hodges from the 
RNIB join city councillor Dennis Brown to test a new scheme in 
Bristol that tells visually impaired passengers when their next bus is 
coming. A hand-held electronic key fob triggers audio information. 


Vital’ database cou 


A campaigning coalition has 
called on the government to 
provide funding that would 
allow disabled people free 
access to vital information 
about assistive technology. 

The Disabled Living 
Foundation’s (DLF) database, 
DLF Data, is the UK’s most 
comprehensive source of infor- 
mation on aids and equipment 
for disabled people, but is only 
available on subscription. 

It costs companies more 
than £400 to subscribe, or £60 
per year to disabled people. 

The Assistive Technology 
Forum, a coalition of nearly 50 


d be tree 


organisations, said free access 
to the database would boost 
independence by helping dis- 
abled people find out what 
assistive technology was avail- 
able and how to buy it. 

Lhe, DLE Shas 
Department of Health for 
£750,000 a year to provide the 
database free of charge. 


asked the 


Nicole Penn-Symons, the 
DLF’s chief executive, said free 
access to the database could 
help lower the prices of assis- 
tive technology products. 

She added: “It’s impartial 
and a very, very good guide to 
user choice.” 


ASSIST . 


with an ACORN Stairlift... 


H@ Direct from the manufacturer Mi Next day installation available 
New or Reconditioned FREE home trial G ST O ae liberty a 
Rent or Buy AEE: Open 7 Days ul fully wheelchair 
FREE VIDEO E J accessible compact |} 
‘CHOOSING A STAIRLIFT’ * if io Nn S motor car. j 
x | 
: Superbly / 


fi 
engineered by Jubilee 
it offers elegantand } 
practical solutions for 

i 


ames Sele Tat 


those requiring to be 

transported seated in 

} § their wheelchairs or for 

} | others wishing to 

transfer from their 

| wheelchair. | 
' 


It's @ proper car; 
easy to drive, park & 
manouevre and is 
available with a fully 
automatic gearbox 
option. 


Call us now on FREEPHONE 


0800 1919 19% 


for a free no obligation quote 
www.acornstairlifts.co.uk 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


fe Motability 0121 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
rices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification... 


TALRLLE T'S 
supporting 


Marie Curie 
Cancer Care 
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6 News 


Think again: The charity Rethink Disability launched its new name, 
Optua, with the help of competitors at a Minilympics sports event. 
200 disabled young people spelt out the new name of the Suffolk 
charity, which provides advocacy and advice. www.optua.org.uk 


Concern that abuse 


lessons not learned 


The Healthcare Commission 
(HC)}e hasiscefusedeto-tsay 
whether it will learn from its 
bungled handling of abuse alle- 
gations at a hospital for people 
with learning difficulties, as it 
prepares to probe similar 
claims in Cornwall. 

The HC was accused of 
“mind-boggling” failures over 
the way it dealt with allega- 
tions of abuse at Fieldhead 
Hospital in Wakefield. 

It was particularly criticised 
for failing to interview some 
alleged victims of the abuse, 
talking to others in front of 
staff, and failing to provide 
them with support. 

It also failed to contact the 
local adult protection commit- 
tee or notify the police about 
the allegations, as it should 
have done according to govern- 
ment guidance. 

But now the 


ELGe has 


announced it is to investigate 
Cornwall Partnership NHS 
Trust, following allegations of 
abuse and poor care of people 
with learning difficulties. 

Seven members of staff at 
the trust were suspended last 
year after allegations that 
patients at the trust’s Budock 
Hospital in Falmouth had been 
mistreated. 

But an HC spokeswoman 
said only that its investigators 
“may” talk to patients individ- 
ually and “may” use advocates. 

She added: “We are not pre- 
pared to discuss any specific 
details of this investigation at 
this time, in case it prejudices 
its proper conduct.” She also 
said the HC would contact the 
local adult protection commit- 
tee and police “if appropriate”. 

A trust spokeswoman said it 
was co-operating with the HC’s 
investigation. 


A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all the difference 
to the design of your accessible kitchen 


Design Matters understands that access should not mean sacrificing 
| choice, quality or value for money. The company provides a comprehensive 
design, supply and installation service to individuals, OTs and others with a 


‘| responsibility for access. 


Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 20 years professional 
experience of access issues. He designed both kitchens at the Disabled 


Living Foundation. 


Design Matters is a family run business with over 25 years design 
experience. Its accessible showroom has easy parking and is located just 


off the M40 at junction 3/4. 
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...bringing you 
ACCESSIBLE DESIGN 


ota AND FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 


Aries House, Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath 
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP10 9NB 


ee Member 


Tel: 01628 531584 Website: www.dmkbb.co.uk 
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Public push 


BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


The percentage of disabled 
people appointed to regional 
and national public bodies has 
slightly increased in the last 
year, according to recent figures 
from the Office of 
Commissioner for Public 
Appointments (OCPA). 

Commissioner Baroness 
Fritchie, who regulates minis- 
ters’ selections for the boards of 
public bodies such as the BBC 
and NHS, said in her annual 
reportethat!4iigper*centiot 
appointments made in 2004-05 
were of people who declared a 
disability, up from 3.2 per cent 
in the previous 12 months. 

The increase followed an 
awareness raising campaign in 


2003 to make it easier for dis- 
abled people to be appointed. 

But the recent data also 
shows there has been a slight 
decrease in the proportion of 
disabled chairs appointed to 
boards, from 2.8 to 2.2 per cent. 

Elaine McNoughton, of the 
OCPA short-term disability 
group, said this figure was dis- 
appointing but could be a “sta- 
tistical blip” considering that a 
low percentage of disabled 
appointees can be affected if 
just one person leaves. 

But Tara Flood, of Disability 
Awareness in Action, said: 
“While it is good that there has 
been a small increase, 4.1 per 
cent of disabled people involved 
in public appointments is not 
representative.” 


Kids abuse therapy 


Abused children with learning 
difficulties are to benefit from a 
therapy service launched by 
the charity Respond in a drive 
to stop cycles of offending 
behaviour and other effects 
of abuse. 

The Young People’s Project 
will help children as young as 
five explore the emotional dev- 
astation resulting from sexual 
abuse, neglect or trauma and 
“move forward positively in 
their lives”. 

Richard Curen, director of 
Respond, said the idea was to 
create a therapeutic space; art, 


Mercedes-Benz 


Call Jim on: 
07717 546 435 or 
01329 286 224 


drama, movement and other 
creative approaches will be 
used in sessions to help chil- 
dren talk about or illustrate 
their experiences. 

Disability psychotherapist, 
Valerie Sinason, said: “The task 
of therapy is not to inflict 
something on somebody, but to 
find out where they are and 
start from there.” 

The service will also provide 
advice for families and carers 
on how best to support an 
abused child. 
© www.respond.org.uk, 
tel: 020 7874 5486 


WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLES AND 
MINI-BUSES 


Pentagon Ltd 
Fareham Industrial Park 
Fareham PO16 8XL 


www.pentagonmercedes-benz.co.uk 


New DDA rights 


The government has 
announced its timetable for 
introducing new rights under 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) 2005S. 

Some measures, such as 
extending the DDA to cover 
more people with HIV, can- 
cer, MS and mental health 
problems, will apply from 
December. Others, including 
a duty on public authorities 


to promote equality of 


opportunity for disabled 
people, will be introduced in 
December 2006. 

© www.dwp.gov.uk or 

tel: 020 7712 2171 


Judge plan boost 
The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) has cau- 
tiously welcomed govern- 
ment plans to diversify judi- 
cial appointments, but 
warned that measures for 
disabled people should also 
be put in place. 

Lawyers from magistrates 
courts, tribunals and solici- 
tors firms will now be able 
to apply to become judges, 
increasing the number of dis- 
abled people who can be 
considered. 

The DRC said the system 
should also address recruit- 
ment and issues like sign lan- 
guage interpreters and 
wheelchair access. 


New face at RADAR 
RADAR has appointed a 
civil servant as its new direc- 
tor of strategy, campaigning 
and international (sic). 

Mike Buckley has been 
seconded from the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions, where he worked 
on disability employment 
strategy. 


Macmillan champs 


Four Parliamentarians have 
been honoured for making a 
difference to people living 
with cancer. 

John Healey MP, econom- 
ic secretary to the Treasury; 
Paul Burstow MP, the former 
Lib Dem health spokesman; 
George Osborne MP, the 
shadow Chancellor; and 
Lord Ashley, who chairs the 
All Party Parliamentary 
Disability Group, were 
among those receiving 
Macmillan Champions 
awards from Macmillan 
Cancer Relief. 


Friends reunited 

More than 500 past and pre- 
sent staff and pupils of the 
Craig y Parc School near 
Cardiff attended its 50th 
birthday celebrations in June. 


News 7 


Jock Young died on 5 July. He 
played a key role in deaf history 
after becoming the first deaf 
chair of the British Deaf 
Association (BDA) in 1983. 

I have known Jock since being 
involved with the BDA, and we 
have always shared a passion for 
both politics and sport. 

He had an ability to make 
people feel at ease; you didn’t 
approach him as the chair, but 
as Jock, listening to the people 
he loved to serve. 

He drove to ensure that other 
deaf people were given the 
opportunity to lead, to make 
their own decisions and mis- 
takes. When I was elected onto 
the BDA board, it was expected 
that I would simply sit and 
observe. But Jock encouraged 
me to become involved and 
speak up for myself. 


‘Deep worries 
over new Dill 


Campaigners say they are still 
“deeply worried” about parts 
of the draft Mental Health Bill, 
despite a series of government 
concessions. 

The Mental Health Alliance 
said the concessions offered 
“some hope”, but proposals 
were still “a long way from 
workable legislation”. 

The government had said it 
accepted many of the 107 rec- 
ommendations made in a 
report on the bill by a parlia- 
mentary committee in March. 
The report raised serious con- 
cerns about the use of compul- 
sory treatment of people with 
mental health problems. 

But in its response to the 
report*, the government said it 
disagreed with the committee’s 
criticism that the bill placed 
“too much emphasis on public 
safety and not enough on 
patient rights”. 

Health minister 
Winterton said the bill “provides 
the right framework to provide 
treatment to protect people with 
a mental disorder from harming 
themselves and others”. 

She added: “It introduces a 
number of new safeguards for 
patients’ rights and we are confi- 
dent... that compulsory treat- 
ment will only be used when 
essential.” 

However, Dr Andrew 
McCulloch, chief executive of 
the Mental Health Foundation, 
said it was “clear the govern- 
ment hasn’t listened to our very 
serious concerns over the 
grounds on which people can 
be treated under compulsion, 
and other crucial issues”. 
*www.dh.gov.uk 


J 


Rosie 


It is not always easy to dele- 
gate, but Jock trusted the abili- 
ties of others. When conflict 
arose he could agree to disagree. 

Jock’s vision of how impor- 
tant Europe is was vital. He 
could see Europe was the way 
to get things done and that it 
could be used when we hit 
impasses with UK govern- 
ments, like that over the recog- 
Midone Olsebritish sign 
Language (BSL). His lobbying 


Champion dies 4" 


of the European Parliament 
sowed the seeds that led to the 
eventual acceptance of BSL as 
a language in its own right. 
Jock also loved sports and 
was involved with the Scottish 
Deaf Sports Association for 
many years. His passion was 
sailing — particularly on Loch 
Lomond — and my greatest 
regret was that I never got the 
opportunity to sail in his boat. 
The deaf world has lost a 
champion, a true man of the 
people and I feel his greatest 
achievement — even greater than 
his OBE and honorary degree — 
was to be given the Francis 
Maggin award; a recognition by 
deaf people of his work, named 
after the BDA’s founder. It was a 
truly fitting tribute. 
Terry Riley, ex-BDA board of 
trustees member 


send us your questions 


In September, DN publishes its 
Back to School education sup- 
plement. Following the success 
of your motoring questions last 
month, we are planning the 
same for education. If you have 
any questions — on anything 
from getting statements for 
your child to how to access 
support funding — we will put 
them to our expert panel. 

Our panel includes Steve 
Haynes, from the Disability 
Rights Commission; David 
Ruebain, +2. oE.N lawyer: 


io bof homecare, disability and 
mn products & services in 
n and ma South-East? 


With over 200 exhibitors on hand to help 
you find exactly what you are looking for, 
Independent Living London is the must 
attend show for you! Products include 
scooters, wheelchairs, rise-recliners, daily 


Richard Reiser, director of 
Disability 
Education and Sian Davies, stu- 
dent disabilities officer for the 
National Union of Students. 

e Email sarah. hobson@scope. 
org.uk or tel: 020 7619 7324 


Equality in 


elebrating the practical possibill fea 
f living independently 
in London and the South-East 


g new products and looking for new 


to you. 


living aids, accessible holidays and much, 


much more. 


Independent Living is organised by 


MET healthcare 


In association with 


Yours Therapy Weekly fi 


* Please visit our website for further details 


Do you need information about funding 
or general advice? Over 20 charities & 
associations will be participating at the 
exhibition to give you the most up-to-date 
information on issues that really matter 


As the European Parliament 
moves towards the summer 
recess, the pace of work has 
been intense, especially with 
the new demands of the UK 
presidency. 

Of particular importance 
has been the division of 
European Union (EU) cash. 

I managed to get amend- 
ments to the funding regula- 
tions, which included ensuring 
the accessibility of all EU-fund- 
ed infrastructure, meeting high- 
er costs to enable participation 
by disabled people, as well as 
measures to support disabled 
people in employment. 

Euro MPs have also been 
heavily involved in defeating a 
controversial law on software 
patents, which threatened to 
bankrupt small software 
enterprises, including those 
that help disabled people. 

This work brought me into 
contact with Toby Churchill 
Ltd, in Cambridge, which 
makes Lightwriters. 

Toby Churchill became dis- 
abled and lost his speech in the 
late 1960s. Dissatisfied with 
the communication aids then 
available, he designed the first 


om Brussels 
Richard Howitt 


Lightwriter for his own use 
and after meeting other people 
with similar needs started 
manufacturing them. The 
company is now a leading sup- 
plier of portable text-based 
communication aids. The law 
defeat means he and other dis- 
abled business people can con- 
tinue to flourish. 

It is hard to believe it has 
been over a year since the 
European elections, but in that 
time, disability issues have 
taken many steps forward. 
The Disability Rights Group 
of MEPs now numbers 110 — 
its largest ever membership. 

Meanwhile, the president of 
the European Commission, 
José Barroso, has established a 
special committee of EU com- 
missioners to focus on dis- 
crimination and rights issues. 

The EU is also debating a 
proposal for a regulation on 
the rights of disabled air tray- 
ellers. This could outlaw 
charging for assistance by dis- 
abled travellers, provide for 
seamless assistance at airports 
and stop people being banned 
from boarding on the grounds 
of disability. 


Richard Howitt MEP is president of the European Parliament’s All 
Party Disability Rights Group of MEPs. Email: ep@edf-feph.org 


Independent Living London is also packed 
with seminars on the hottest topics that 
affect you in every day life, feature areas 
for all, a sensory trail, entertainers and 
much, much more*.. 


Call 0870 429 4372 for your free tickets or pre-register today _ 
www.independentlivingevents.co.uk 


in 


LONDON 


RS. 
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lop of the Bill: Actor Jeff Stewart (third from left), who plays Reg 


Hollis in ITV’s The Bill, visited Chesterfield College to open a play 
by disabled students on its essential skills course. Pictured with him 
are (left to right) students Lee Hardy, Roger Parker and Richard 
Sayles. The play was part of the college’s annual arts festival. 


BY PRIYA KOTECHA 


The UK’s largest online travel 
company has strengthened its 
policy on meeting travel and 
holiday requests from disabled 
customers after DN intervened 
on behalf of the mother of a 
disabled student. 

Judy Todd, from Wimbledon, 
south-west London, said a 
recent trip to Canada with her 
daughter Zara (right), who is a 
wheelchair user, was ruined 
because her request for a wheel- 
chair accessible room was not 
given high enough priority. It 
resulted in a 24-hour wait while 
the hotel made appropriate 
arrangements. 

She said: “We arrived at the 
Hilton 
Montreal only to the find that 


Bonaventure in 


the hotel had not been 
informed of my daughter’s dis- 
ability, despite stipulating on 
Expedia’s booking form that 
accessible rooms were needed. 


Fortunately, my daughter can’ 


walk a few steps with some 
help, but it was a struggle.” 


Travel turnaround 


When Ms Todd complained 
to Expedia, she was told that 


« 


such requests “are not guaran- 
teed and are subject to avail- 
ability”. 

Expedia said this would 
remain the policy, but a spokes- 
woman added: “As a result of 
this breakdown in communica- 
tion, we will strengthen the 
existing process.” 

She said Expedia would now 
ask hotels to respond in writing 
to its requests and would 
review the information provid- 
ed to its disabled customers 
who book online. 

Ms Todd told DN: “I am 
glad they recognise at last that 
wheelchair accessibility is not 
on a par with non-smoking or 
double bed requests. They 
wouldn’t admit that to me.” 


cpilepsy groups question over-enthusiastic flash ban 


A union has sparked a safety 
row after preventing photogra- 
phers from using their flashes 
at conferences attended by dis- 
abled activists. 

Members of the public service 
union UNISON threatened to 
walk out of the TUC’s disability 
conference in May if freelance 


SCOTLAND 
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NORTHERN IRELAND 


Altiod Vehicios 
WALES & 
WEST MIDLANDS 
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photographer Rod Leon was 
allowed to take pictures with his 
flash: . ‘There 
protests at the TUC’s lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 


were similar 


conference at the end of June. 
UNISON claims the flashes 

could harm people with photo- 

sensitive epilepsy, but two lead- 


ing epilepsy charities told DN 
there was no evidence of a risk. 

The National Society for 
Epilepsy said a ban would be 
“over-enthusiastic” and Epilepsy 
Action (EA) said there would 
have to be “a large number of 
flashes rhythmically going off 
in’ “ Sonseone Sue race can “tO 


possibly trigger a seizure. 

Mr Leon, from 
London, who has won the 
backing of his union, the 
National Union of Journalists 
(NUJ), and its disabled mem- 
bers council, said: “None of us 
wants to offend anyone, but it 
is affecting our livelihood.” 


north 


UNISON has 
working party to examine the 
issue and the TUC is to meet to 


formed a 


consider a previous policy 
agreed with the NUJ not to 
“overdo” flash photography or 
take pictures near delegates 
who are “particularly sensitive 
about it”. 


Allied Vehicles are helping to make people 
more mobile throughout the country! 


) NORTH EAST & 
YORKSHIRE 


EAST MIDLANDS 


COVENTRY 
CENTRE 


0800 587 9656 


Bill, Sussex 


Happy to Help 


@& Wide range of vehicles 


@ Excellent customer service 


www.alliedvehicles.co.uk 


Freedom for Bill and Tina 


"My wife has MS so we needed a suitable 
vehicle. We wanted a car that would be easy 
to manage so the Freedom is ideal!” 


"| love my job as | get to meet lots of 
interesting people and help them to 
find a car that best suits their needs.” 


Allied Vehicles Mobility Adviser 
Simon with Renault Autograph 
customer Margaret, Nottingham 
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Allied Vehicles 


Driving For Perfection 
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News 9 


BY PRIYA KOTECHA 


The country’s two largest dis- 
abled drivers’ organisations 
have finally agreed to merge, 
more than 40 years after con- 
versations about joining forces 
first took place. 

The move, between the 
Disabled Drivers Association 
(DDA) and the Disabled 
Drivers Motor Club (DDMC), 
will be made to pool funds and 
increase influence and was 
backed by 94 per cent of the 
30,000 members. 

But the DDA’s Douglas 
Campbell warned members 
against expecting major change 
in the near future. 

He said: “People aren’t going 
to see huge changes initially; 
the organisation will not have 
the resources to take on every- 
thing.” But he added: “This 
move will make us a single, 
loud, fresh new voice and give 
us more political clout.” 

One area that will get a boost 
in resources, Mr Campbell said, 
is the Baywatch campaign. This 


At last...motor 
merger agreed 


|rAy 


|} 


Joining forces: the DDMC’s Ed Passant (left) and the DDA’s 
Douglas Campbell, who left his post in July 


follows concerns over the future 
of the campaign after major 
supermarkets pulled out of its 
awards. 

Trustees will discuss issues 
including membership fees, 
which are “unlikely to change 
in the short term” and new 
campaigns once the merger is 
complete. 


Mr Campbell, who will 


apply for the position of chief 
executive at the new charity, 
said the deal would be finished 
within a couple of months. 

Meanwhile Ed Passant, chief 
executive of the DDMC, left 
his post at the end of July to 
“concentrate on other areas 
of consultancy in voluntary 
sector management and public 
relations”. 


179,000 young 
Carers In nelp Call 


The Children’s Society is call- 
ing on the government to tackle 
the serious lack of support 
available for young people who 
care for a family member. 

The demand comes after a 
recent survey, conducted by the 
society, revealed that 97 per 
cent of adults did not want 
their child to care for them if 
they were taken seriously ill. 

More than one third of the 
1,163 adults who took part in 
the survey said the NHS and 
social services should shoulder 
responsibility for long-term care. 

Over 175,000 young carers, 
many as young as eight, are 
currently caring for a family 
member, with little or no sup- 
port, resulting in feelings of iso- 
lation and stress. 

Sarah Jane (right), who is 15, 
is the sole carer for her mother 
and father. She told DN: “There 
needs to be more support and 
more financial things to help us. 
We also need more people out 
there to be aware of it.” 

Having attended the sixth 
annual Young Carers Festival 
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held in Southampton last 
month, she said: “It was really 
fun. I enjoyed talking and mak- 
ing friends and it made me 
aware that I am not alone.” 
Annette Brooke, Liberal 
Democrat spokesperson for 
children and young people, has 
tabled an Early Day Motion 
asking for whole-family assess- 
ments that will give young car- 
ers the support they require. It 
has received 65 signatures. 
@ For more, log on to www, 
childrenssociety.org.uk/youngcarers 


Support needed 
to combine 
work and care 


Carers UK its calling for an 
improved network of support 
services to help adults who com- 
bine a caring role with a career. 

This follows a report*, com- 
missioned by the charity, which 
shows that with the number of 
people aged 75 or older expected 
to pass the seven million mark 
by 2025, improved support is 
needed to encourage more peo- 
ple to take on a caring role. 

The report said that current- 
ly 1.7 million career women 
take on a caring role, compared 
to 1.4 million working men. 

Eileen Breading job-shares 
for nine hours a week at the 
Royal Mail and cares for her 
89-year-old mother Gladys, 
who has Alzheimers. She said 
that a lack of support nine 
years ago meant she had to quit 
her full-time post as an assis- 
tant manager at Waterstones. 

“There needs to be greater 
support, especially through 
extra help with the caring with- 
in the home setting,” she said. 

‘ We Care — do you?, www. 
carersuk.org, tel: 0207 490 8818 


Legal eagles 

Lawyers from the Disability 
Rights Commission have been 
rewarded for a ground-break- 
ing court victory. They won 
The Lawyer magazine’s 
Employment Team of the 
Year award after securing a 
successful ruling in the House 
of Lords for road sweeper 
Susan Archibald, who was 
dismissed by Fife Council 
when she became disabled. 


New boss for Arts 
London Disability Arts 
Forum (LDAF) has appointed 
Patricia Place as its first exec- 
utive director. She previously 
worked for the north London 
arts centre Jacksons Lane. 

Julie McNamara, artistic 
director of the forum, said: 
“LDAF are delighted to have 
Patricia on board.” 


° Perfect aes: even in small. names i | 
¢ Rotates on the spot, turns sharp corners with ease 
e Exclusive to Totally Active 


° cae oe and supportive 
e The latest in powered wheelchairs 
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drive indoor and 
outdoor powerchair 
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10 DN Survey 


Make a difference to disabilitynow 


hile Disability Now prepares for a new editor, we are undergoing a review. We will be asking all kinds of questions: are we picking the right subjects for our news 

stories, are our features practical enough, who should we have as our columnists and how independent should DN be of our publisher Scope? The most important 
people to DN are its grassroots readers, so here is your chance to influence any decisions made about the direction it will take. The survey is not scientific, but simply meant 
to provide a snapshot of what readers need and want from DN, so we have space for open comments. Please attach extra sheets, numbering your answers if your comments 
cannot fit here. You can also fill in this survey online, which may give you more room. Your details will be kept confidential, unless you are happy for us to contact you in 
future. Please take the time to fill in this questionnaire and if you return the survey by FRIDAY 12 AUGUST you have three chances of winning a bottle of bubbly and £25 of 
Marks and Spencer vouchers. If you are wondering when a new editor is likely to be appointed, this will be towards the end of this year, so please be patient and keep in touch. 


Sarah Hobson, Acting Editor 


Who are you? 17. What are we missing in DN? 


1. Age 2. Gender 


4. Highest level of qualification 


5. Do you have a job or do you volunteer? If so, please give details. 


} 6. Are you disabled? YesL] Nol) 
4 7. What is your impairment? 


8. Are you acarer? YesL) Nol] 


9. Are you a professional? If so, please give details. 


10. Do you have links with any disability organisation? If so, please give details. 


§ 11. Are you on means-tested benefits? Yes] Nol) 


Where do you get DN? 


12. Please tick all relevant statements: 


I subscribe to DN UI I buy DN at the newsagents L] 
I view DN online LU) I read DN at work L) 
I borrow DN from a friend U I pick up.a copy at exhibitions L] 


13. Is DN value for money? YesL) NoU 


Subjects that mean the most to you__ 


14. Do you read the following subjects and sections in DN? What could be improved? 


Mark your top and bottom five important subjects (1-5) next to the list below and 


make any comments in the box provided. 


@ Legislation 


@ Politics of disabled people’s 
movement / charities 
@ Benefits 


@ Education 


@ Employment 

@ Human interest 

@ Housing 

e@ Transport 

@ Health 

@ Sports 

@ The arts, including books and 
films 

@ Campaigns (Baywatch, Flight 
Rights, Winter Fuel, Hacked Off, 


Cannabis, Justice for Survivors) 


e@ Motoring 

@ Profile 

@ Letters page 

@ Comment, including Teen 
Spirit and Kate Caryer 

@ Parent’s Voice 

@ My Life 

@ Problem page, including 
DN counselling line 

@ Information 

@ Easy kit and other equipment 
reviews 

@ Up for grabs 


@ Supplements (education, 


employment, motoring) 
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18. Looking at the above subjects, what 
supplements should we be publishing? 


What else do you read and why? 


19. Disability magazines? 


20. Disability websites? 


What do you think of DN’s design? 
21. Is DN the right size or should it be 
smaller (A4)? 


22. Is the text large enough for you to 
read and is the paper too shiny to read? 


23. Is DN accessible generally? 


24. What do you think of the look of the- 
news pages? 


25. What do you think of the look of the 
features pages? 


26. Name a favourite design in DN? 


27. What do you think of the use of 
photos and illustrations? 


28. What do you think of the use of colour? 


29. Do you like DN’s covers? Name a 
favourite. Should we use covers without 
people on them? 


30. What could be improved with 
DN’s design? 


31. If DN could look more like another 
magazine, which would you choose? 


Are you a web wizard?* 


32. Do you have access to the internet? 


Yea No U) 
33. Do you view DN online? 


YesLJ Nol 
34. How often do you visit the website? 


35. Which are your favourite sections on 
the website: 


News (L) Opinion L] 

Living L] Personals L] 

For Sale UL) What’s on LJ 

Holiday Accommodation] Forums L]} 
Other: 


36. How could the website be improved? 


37. What would you like to see more of? 


38. What do you think about the design? 


39. If all of DN’s content was online, 
would you be prepared to pay a 
subscription fee for it? If so, how much? 


* See www.disabilitynow.org.uk for 


more questions relating to DN online 


Don’t forget DN Extra 


40. Do you read DN Extra? 
YesL] NoU 


41. What do you think of its content? 


42. What do you think of its design? 
43. What do you think of its advertising? 


44. What else would you like to see in 
DN Extra? 


45. Would you prefer DN and DN Extra 
to stay the same or would you prefer to 
see DN become a full fortnightly but with 
slightly fewer pages? 


DN Survey 11 


eee ES 


Do you read the display adverts that 
advertise equipment and cars etc. Which 
ones are useful? Which products are 
missing? 


Do you make use of recruitment 
adverts? Which job types? Are there any 
missing? 


Do you use or place classified 
adverts? Do you like how they are 
divided into sections? What other 
sections could there be? What do you 
think about the cost of advertising? 


DN is published by Scope, so 
should DN: 

Become closer to Scope, so it to 

promotes the work of the charity 

positively? L] 

If this happens, should DN reserve 

the right to report on readers’ and 

others’ criticisms of the charity? I] 

Remain as it is, retaining its 

independence so it decides when 

it is appropriate to report positive 

or negative comments about 

Scope? L] 

Change, so it becomes a totally 

independent subsidiary of Scope 

with complete editorial 

independence? _] 


Name: 
Address: 


email: 


Telephone number: 


_Would you consider allowing us to contact you to give your views on DN? _ 


pName: 
gp Address: r 
l i 
l I 
Jemail: i 
| Telephone number: I 
eee | 


¢ Motability 


To buy or hire cai... UZ 


used wheelchair aecescible vehicles 


isi CONVERSIONS 


3 abi Road, Waterlooville PO7 7UG 


£) & NX AX § 
3 IJ4Z0 IOUU 
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12 Health 


First for kids'!Anger of patient 
left in his own filth 


A new £13.3million centre in 
south London is set to provide 
the UK’s largest one-stop shop 
for disabled children and their 
families. 

The Lewisham Children and 
Young People’s Centre is 
believed to be the first to gather 
so many services for disabled 
children under one roof. 

Opening next summer, it will 
house more than 250 profes- 
sionals specialising in health, 
disabled children’s services, spe- 
cial educational needs, and child 
and adolescent mental health. 

Parents in the London bor- 
ough should no longer have to 
travel between different sites to 
see professionals on different 
days and agencies should find it 
easier to communicate with 
each other. 

Brian Lymbery, chair of 
Lewisham Primary Care Trust, 
which is leading the develop- 
ment, said: “We are delighted 
that our long-held dream, to 


build an integrated centre for 


children, is becoming a reality. 
Providing all these services 
together under one roof will 
make such a difference to those 
families who use them.” 

Two of the children who will 
benefit from the new building 
were guests at a ceremony to 
celebrate the project last 
month. Pictured are four-year- 
old Kyle Alexander, who has 
cerebral palsy, and 11-year-old 
Emily Davison, who is 
partially sighted. 

Staff and families have been 
campaigning since 1995 for a 
single centre to house health, 
social care, education and 
mental health services. The 
charity Children First 
Lewisham* is now hoping to 
raise £1million to provide the 
centre with extra features such 
as a gymnasium, sensory room 
and soft play area. 
*www.childrenfirstlewisham.or 
g.uk or tel 020 8691 9048 


A disabled man has told how 
nurses ignored his requests for 
assistance and left him lying for 
hours in his own faeces while 
he was in hospital for major 
heart surgery. 

Tom Clark (right), from 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire, 
spent five weeks at Walsgrave 
Hospital in Coventry after 
being admitted in February. 

Mr Clark, a former senior 
nursing officer who now works 
as a disability consultant, said 
no efforts were made to discuss 
his access needs and his med- 
ication regime was “largely 
ignored”. 

Staff also ignored his advice 
on handling his 
wheelchair, which was “banged 
and knocked against every wall 
and piece of equipment in the 
ward”. 

He said: “At night it was 
very difficult to get assistance, 


electric 


particularly after an enema had 


been given. As a result I was left 
in my own filth for hours at a 
time.” 

On several occasions, he was 
unable to call for assistance 
because controls were placed 
out of his reach. “The constant 
failure to listen to the patient 
was consistent throughout my 
stay in hospital.” 


Mr Clark is not seeking 
compensation but submitted 
a report on his experience to 
the hospital. 

He said some nurses behaved 
in “an unprofessional manner 
and with total disregard for 
patient care or welfare”. 

“T want the hospital to 
realise this sort of treatment is 
going on in their hospital and 
to take steps to eradicate it. 
This has got to be stopped.” 

Sue Smith, associate director 
of nursing for the hospital 
trust, said disabled 
patients “are happy with the 
care they have received”, but 
added: “We take all comments 
from patients very seriously 
and conducted a full investiga- 
tion into Mr Clark’s concerns. 
We have taken steps to address 
issues raised by Mr Clark and 
have apologised to him for not 
meeting his expectations.” 


most 


Advice call for NHS patients 


The charity Citizens Advice 
(CA) has called for more NHS 
patients to be able to access 
free, independent advice in 
healthcare settings. 

There are more than 1,100 
Citizens Advice Bureaux (CAB) 
based at surgeries, health cen- 
tres, clinics and hospitals across 


England and Wales, but CA 
wants to see more. 

CAB advisors can improve 
patients’ physical and mental 
health by offering advice on 
obtaining benefits or solving 
other problems. Healthcare ser- 
vices often contribute to bureau 
funding. 


David Harker, chief execu- 
tive of CA, said: “We hope that 
GPs and other purchasers will 
see the case for working with 
CA to tackle the social and eco- 
nomic causes of the health 
inequalities that are a blight on 
our nation’s health.” 
*www.citizensadvice.org.uk 


Freedom, Independence & Reliability PowerchairS 


Invacare 


Pride Health Care 


|00's of nearly new machines in stock at prices to suit all pockets. 
Interest free credit available on selected models, subject to status. 


for further help and advice 


Days Medical 


Sunrise Medical 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


Powerchairs promise to you: 
° Part exchange welcome. 


° Free home assessments. 


° We stock machines that carry 
up to 39 stone weight limit. 


° Up to 8mph for road use. 


° Up to 50 miles on one battery 


included. 


freephone 0800 0746834 


www.power-chairs.com 
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° Free 12 months insurance on new 


models. 
* No VAT. 
* No Driving License required. 


° Finance available on request. 


charge. 


* Automatic battery charge 


° All major credit cards 
accepted. 


Est. 1982 


ME research boost 

The ME Association has 
promised nearly £30,000 
that will allow important 
research into the nature of 


ME to continue. 

Preliminary results from 
the study at the University of 
Glasgow suggested that peo- 
ple with the condition could 
have unique genetic abnor- 
malities. A new, larger trial 
is due to start this month. 


Neurologist call 


People with motor neurone 
disease joined scientists from 
King’s College Hospital in 
walking three miles to 
Downing Street to hand over 
personal accounts of the 
condition. 

The hospital wants more 
neurologists and increased 
government funding for the 
disease. 

The walk was one of 
about 100 during Motor 
Neurone Disease Awareness 
Week in late June. 
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Sport 13 


Mistry is king of 


Jayant Mistry said he was lost 
for words after winning the 
first ever men’s wheelchair dou- 
bles tournament at Wimbledon 
in early July. 

Partnering Michael Jeremiasz 
of France, the top seeds beat 
David Hall of Australia and 
Austrian Martin Legner, 4-6, 6- 
3, 7-6 (8-6), in a thrilling final. 

Afterwards Mistry said: “I 
don’t think I’ve got the words 
right now to describe this feel- 
ing. I’ve been playing wheel- 
chair tennis for 20 years and to 
be a Briton and win at my 
home grand slam, the greatest 
tournament in the world, is just 
astounding.” 

Despite losing the first set and 
having a three game lead reduced 
in the second, Mistry and 


Records fall for pool 


Four British swimmers set new 
wotldserccords Satathe US 
Paralympic Championships in 
Portland, Oregon, in mid July. 

Sascha Kindred, Giles Long, 
Elizabeth Johnson and 
Rhiannon Henry were on win- 
ning form, leading the 14-strong 
British team and bagging eight 
gold medals between them. 


Jeremiasz managed to hold serve 
to force a deciding set. 

The Anglo-French pair then 
produced some of the best ten- 
nis of the tournament, holding 
serve at 4-3 down and denying 
their opponents two opportuni- 


Henry set the pace, capturing 
three golds and setting a new 
world record with 2m 31.88 in 
the $13 200m butterfly, beating 
the previous one by 23 seconds. 
Her other gold winning perfor- 
mances came in the 100m but- 
terfly and 50m freestyle. 

Kindred broke his own 
record in the SM6 200m individ- 


PRIYA KOTECHA 


ties to serve out the match. 

Mistry said: “I know that in 
the last two weeks Henman 
Hill has been rechristened 
Murray Field, but perhaps we 
should start calling it Mistry 
Mountain now.” 


Britannia 


ual medley by 0.3sec, clocking a 
time of 2m 49.30. The 27-year- 
old also got gold in the butterfly. 

Long set the pace in the S8 
200m butterfly with a time of 2m 
31.88 while Johnson rounded off 
his record-breaking success in 
the SB6 200m breaststroke with a 
time of 3m 42.51 before clinching 
gold in the backstroke. 


are on! 


he announcement that 
Te is to host the 

2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games was met 
with huge cheers of 
jubilation. There was also the 
realisation that although the 
first part of the job is 
complete, there remains 
much to do. The real work of 
building a stronger 
base for sports 
development needs 
to start now to 
ensure we enter a 
new era in British 
sport. 

Disabled people 
will want to know 
what the 
Paralympics will 
do for us. Will it change the 
way disabled people are 
perceived? Will it help more 
of us to find a job? Will it 
make Britian more accessible, 
or will the Paralympics be 
nothing but a sports event 
that follows the Olympics? 

For me and many others, 
the Paralympics are more than 
just a sporting event. London 
will undoubtedly put on a 
good show at both games, 


Everyone must give their 
support for the Paralympics to 
have the impact they deserve, 
writes Tanni Grey Thompson 


and out of the bidding cities, 
there is probably more 
commitment to Paralympic 
sport in the UK than 
anywhere else in the world. 

But for a true impact to be 
made, the work has to start 
right now. 

The world of disability 
sport needs to ensure that real 
and regular 
opportunities 
are available in 
schools; that 
there is genuine 
inclusion (and, 
where necessary, 
exclusion) to 
make sure that 
proper coaching 
is offered; and 
mainstream governing bodies 
need to take an immediate 
look at the services that they 
provide. 

If I have one wish, then it 
would be for the disability 
lobby to really get involved in 
sport (whether they enjoy it 
or not), and bring to it the 
passion that has moved the 
world on in the past decade to 
help make a life that is better 
for everyone. 


No pain, no gain), 


The Great Britain men’s 
Paralympic basketball team nar- 
rowly lost out on a gold medal 
at the European Championships 
in Paris last month. 

But their performance in the 
competition, which saw them 
beating the likes of Sweden 
and the Netherlands, earned 
them a place in the World 
Championships in July 2006. 

Losing by two points at 56- 
54 against reigning champions 
Italy in the final, team GB had 
to settle for silver, despite lead- 
ing 31-26 at half-time thanks to 
Ade Orogbemi’s brilliant defen- 
sive display. 

The top scorer for GB was 
Colin Price on 17 points, fol- 
lowed by Simon Munn, who hit 


13 baskets but missed chances 
late on to send the match into 
overtime. 

Terry Bywater, who played 
in the final despite injuring his 
wrist against Sweden, told DN: 
“T took painkillers, strapped 
my hand and tried not to think 
about it. I was fairly disap- 
pointed not to have won gold, 
but proud to have won silver. 
We went out there with a fairly 
inexperienced and young team, 
so it was a great achievement.” 

Looking ahead to the World 
Junior Wheelchair Basketball 
Championships, Bywater said: 
“Pm going to be playing with 
some guys I’ve never played 
with before. We have a good 
chance of winning a medal.” 


SPORTS DIARY 


World Junior Wheelchair 
Basketball Championships 


7-13 August 
Venue National Indoor Arena, 
King Edwards Road, 


Birmingham, B1 2AA 
More information tel: 0870 763 
6154, www.2005wjc.com 


IPC Athletics Open European 
Championships 

22-27 August 

Venue Espoo Leppavaara 
Stadium, Verajapellonkatu 17, 
Kaupunki, Finland 

More information 
www.espoo2005.fi 
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‘Mercedes Benz 
_Vaneo Liberty : 


he seater wheelchair accessible MPV 


Superbly engineered by Jubilee for just G4 3995 | 


| UW bi lee mobility § 


60” head-room 


Y¢ 


Asli 


Stylish adaptation 
le gearbox opr 


A AEST OI RS RES NTN RT Tm ee 


get \- OPS quite simply i 
— + 


in a class of It’s own 


A genuine luxury 
MPV from Mercedes 
Benz with unparalleled 
access for wheelchair 
users at a truly 
remarkable price. 


|| — With almost 60 
| | inches of headroom, 
| Jubilee’s superb 
| | lowered floor 
} | adaptations both 
*) | complement and 
| | accentuate the stylish 
| Vaneo package , 

| setting new industry 
|| standards for both 

} design and simple 
}| practically 


aa er. = as 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


}*Motability Q121 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ, Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax, Vehicles shown may have optional specification... 
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14 News focus 


Independent living is the buzzword of the 


Which way independence? 


moment, with everyone from government 
to charities backing It, but what exactly Is 
it, and who should be steering change, 


asks Priya Kotecha 


ull independent living 

has been dreamt about 

for decades and 

politicians are finally 
making plans for the 
aspirations to be realised. But 
success will require big changes 
in both society and the 
provision of services, so how 
realistic are current proposals 
and what does independent 
living actually mean? 

Key figures in the disabled 
people’s movement have 
influenced and are now seizing 
current political thinking. The 
charity Scope and its 
supporters, as well as the 
National Centre for 
Independent Living (NCIL), 
have leapt into action. Both have 
hosted events on independent 
living since the election. 

Meanwhile Lord Ashley, 
chair of the All-Party 
Parliamentary Disability 
Group, is to press for the core 
principles of independent living 
to be enshrined in law, and the 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC) is looking at the 


financial case for such a bill. 
At the NCIL conference in 
July, Gerry Zarb, head of health 
and independent living strategy 
at the DRC, told DN 
consultants were working on 
proposals for extending rights 
to independent living. He 
stressed that all disabled people 
should get involved to make the 
work worthwhile. “We don’t 
want to get into a situation 
where we present a bill next 
year and it’s the first people 
have heard about it,” he said. 
Delegates agreed at the 
NCIL conference that key to 
the concept of independent 
living was the right for disabled 
people to make their own 
choices. They also argued that 
any bill would have to recognise 
that disabled people have the 
right to live in the home of their 
choice and have easy access to 
advocacy and peer support. 
Substantial resources will be 
central to any new bill, 
according to Nick Danagher, 
NCIL’s chief executive. “I think 
both the green paper on adult 


R 


Home from Pee One goal of independent living is for disabled people to have the home of their choice 


social care and the life chances 
report’, are seriously 
undermined by the statement 
that all this has to be done at no 
cost. Empowerment, inclusion 
and equality cost money.” 

A related issue is that 
different government 
departments are vying for the 
same pot of money and there is 
a lack of co-ordination. 

New minister for disabled 
people Anne McGuire said: “In 
the setting up of a new Office 
for Disability Issues, there will 
be a clear focus within 
government to break down 


PENNINGTONS 
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Penningtons have clinical negligence 


lawyers specialising in all aspects of 


cerebral palsy claims 


e free assessment of case 


Tim Palmer 
Penningtons Solicitors LLP 
da Vinci House, Basing View 


° free home visits 
* no obligation 


CONTACT 


Basingstoke RG2! 4EQ 


Tel: 01256 407100 
tim.palmer@penningtons.co.uk 


David Raine 
Penningtons Solicitors LLP 
Highfield, Brighton Road 
Godalming GU7 INS 
Tel: 01483 791800 
david.raine@penningtons.co.uk 


departmental silence that 
prevents change.” 

Scope, which had a 
conference in June to launch a 
report** on independent living, 
has called for an end to 
segmented services and pushes 
the idea of “user power”. The 
document, written in 
conjunction with the think- 
tank Demos, suggests user-led 
organisations should act as a 
buffer in supporting “an 
empowered individual” who is 
able to access the right services 
to “fulfil their requirements”. 

Scope, like NCIL, also 
champions the right to self- 
assessment to ensure direct 
payments are used. Figures 
suggest only 20,000 disabled 
people use direct payments. 

Despite the push for 
independent living, there are 
disagreements about the focus 
of any new bill. Simone Aspis, 
a disability rights activist, says 
that there is more to 
independent living than 
improving services. She stresses 
that change in society is 
required. “We must also look at 
the way other people respond to 
disabled people. Participation 
needs to change,” she says. 

There have also been debates 
about the meaning of 
independent living, for example, 
whether it should include people 
who choose to live in residential 
settings. Nick Danagher says: - 
“Tt’s something different to 
every individual, but what it’s 
about fundamentally is choice 
and control and in order to have 
that choice and control all 
barriers have to be removed.” 

Another discussion, at the 
NCIL conference, was whether 
organisations like Scope have 
been “jumping on the 
bandwagon” of a political 
issue, which should be led by 
“of”, rather than “for”, 
organisations. 


NCIL policy officer Roy 
Webb asks: “How do we 
compete with other 
organisations and charities that 
want to jump on our 
bandwagon and maintain a 
clear distinct voice of disabled 
people?” He adds: “I would 
caution against getting too 
closely involved with Scope and 
Demos because I am not sure 
they have fully understood 
independent living.” 

Another activist says: “On 
the one hand they are 
releasing people from captivity, 
which I welcome, but do we 
embrace them or do we stand at 
arm’s length?” 

Rachel Hurst, director of 
Disability Awareness in Action 
and a key signatory of the 


‘Independent living is 
something different to 
every individual, but 
what it’s about 
fundamentally is choice’ 
SE I 


Scope report defends the 
charity’s position. “Scope are 
closing down their institutions 
and providing people with 
independent living packages; I 
don’t know what more you can 
ask them to do. They also 
provide advocacy. Obviously 
there needs to be more training 
at grassroots level, but that can 
be said of NCIL and the British 
Council of Disabled People.” 
What is clear is that only if 
as many disabled people as 
possible are part of discussions 
on independent living can true 
choice and control be realised. 
* Improving the Life Chance 
of Disabled People, 
www.strategy.gov.uk/output! 
page86.asp or tel: 020 7276 1881 
** Independent Living: The 
Right to be Equal Citizens, 
www.scope.org.uk, 
tel: 020 7619 7342 
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16 Comment 


0 Jn€] letters to the a ee 
‘ should resign 
Editor g 


fter reading in your understand, is around 
Avene the GLAD 
version of how the 
Send your letters to the acting editor Sarah Hobson, Disability Now, 


£50,000 in legal costs. 
GLAD has provided little or 
organisation was left in a poor 
6 Market Road, London N7 SPW, minicom: 020 7619 7332, state (DN, May), I thought 
fax: 020 7619 7331, e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


—no information, 


no services since October 2004 
your readers should hear the transcription, training or 


ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


Don't ignore palliative care 


to stop that sort of thing 
happening, but there is no way 
safeguards can work. In Oregon, 
USA, doctors are not supposed 
to issue a lethal prescription if 


[ am a member of the minority 
that Moira West (DN, July) 
vilified for holding up the 
majority’s wish to choose to 
die early. 

I dread the day euthanasia is 
legalised. If you are repeatedly 
told you are too old, disabled or 
sick it will be easy to believe it. 
If you understand that you are 
not wanted anymore and not 
able to cope on your own, dying 
early will seem the best way out. 

The law can be drafted to try 


they suspect coercion, but there 
are no guidelines. 

Increased levels of care and 
equipment allow people to 
carry on contributing to society 
for longer than most think. 
Many don’t know what help is 
available and the authorities 
don’t broadcast what they can 


provide. Dying in a slow way is 
something everyone fears but 
for most it is manageable. 
Palliative care can help with 
over 90 per cent of pain. 

If the choice of an easy way 


out was given it would mean that 


those of us at the bottom of 
society’s ladder could be in 
danger of losing months and 


years of happy fulfilled life partly 
because letting us die is a cheaper 


option than the cost of care. 


Gill Gerhardi, Buckinghamshire 


Spazticus better than Celebrity Drooling 


Jane Shepherd’s remarks 
regarding Channel 4’s I’m 
Spazticus (DN July), were 
unfair. While the quality of the 
material may not be worthy of 
a TV award, the fact the 
programme was created is an 
achievement in itself, and I felt 
proud to be a part of it. This is 


KIA SEDONA 


A high specification people carrier that offers a 
spacious interior with a touch of luxury. Our 
conversion accessed via a full width ramp 
consists of a full length lowered floor that 
enables the wheelchair occupant to sit level 
with the two rear seat passengers 


©*2 Motability 


The leading car scheme for disabled people 


a 
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SPECIALIST VEHICLES 


the first comedy with a totally 
disabled cast, commissioned as 
a part of a long established 
mainstream series. 

But for Channel 4, we must 
wonder why, after the success 
of this enlightened comedy, it 
reverted to a classic freak show 
tragedy with Strangest Village 


In Britain, loathed by many 
disabled people. 

So, despite the opportunity to 
change a generation with new 
Spazticus shows, it returned to 
the safety of freak shows. What 
next? Celebrity Drooling? 
Simon Stevens, chief executive, 
Enable Enterprises 


VW T5 SHUTTLE 


Tel: 01626 853050 


www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 


GM Coachwork Ltd, Trusham, 
Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 


Our latest conversion, a fully wheelchair accessible 
conversion based on the tremendously popular new 
T5. Access is through the rear of the vehicle via a 
ramp and cut floor to maintain head clearance on 
entry. Equipment levels are generous and there are 
a choice of powerful diesel injection engines. 


We also have 
the South West's 
best collection 
of quality used 
specialist vehicles. 
See our advert 
later on page 38 


other side of the story. 

When I left GLAD in April 
2004, having been chief 
executive for three years, they 
had reserves of over £140,000. 
When GLAD publishes its 
audited accounts for 2004/05 
I’m sure it will be apparent that 
it has squandered most, if not 
all, of these resources. 

When I left GLAD, there were 
11 members of staff. I believe 
that the new chief executive has 
sacked three members of staff, 
paid one member of staff off and 
has in only 12 months 
suspended several staff members 
for long periods of time on full 
pay. The cost of this, I am led to 


The Children’s Society is 
delighted Britain will host the 
2012 Olympics and Paralympics. 

Over the next seven years we 
have the chance to change the 
face of British sport by 
ensuring that all children, 
regardless of ability, have the 
opportunity to live their 
sporting dreams. 

But too many disabled 
children are being left on 
sidelines. Studies have shown 
that 45 per cent of disabled 
children spend less than one 
hour in PE lessons each week; 


back chat 


@ Back Chat’s social life 
received a blow when an 
invitation to the Department 
of Health’s (DH) summer 
drinks reception for 
journalists failed to 
materialise. 

Surely the snub is not 
connected with our recent 
run-ins with DH press 
officers, particularly over their 
failure to answer concerns 
about the Healthcare 
Commission’s handling of - 
allegations of abuse of 
disabled people? 

No, Back Chat is sure our 
invitation was simply lost in 
the post. Or fell down the 
back of a filing cabinet. Or 
was eaten by the press office’s 
pet Rottweiler... 


@ Interesting results from the 
vote for the Greatest Disabled 
TV Character, hosted by the 
BBC’s Ouch website. 


consultancy — and they also 
stopped producing 
publications. There was no real 
visibility at Disability Capital, 
the biggest London-wide event 
of the year, and no input into 
policy debates. 

What this new management 
has done is, instead of taking the 
organisation forward, is to bring 
its very existence under threat. 
The only way forward I see is for 
the chief executive and both 
acting chairs to resign and for 
GLAD to hold a new AGM to 
elect a new executive committee. 
Reg McLaughlin, former chief 
executive of GLAD (This is an 
edited version of his letter) 


Time for level playing field 


only 18 per cent regularly 
participate in extra-curricular 
sport, compared to 45 per cent 
of non-disabled children. 

This is a unique opportunity 
to create a level playing 
field for all children by 
removing the barriers to 
participation in sport. By 
investing in sport for disabled 
young people in Britain, we will 
discover the Paralympians of 
the future and leave a lasting 
legacy for all children. 
Chris Osborne, policy adviser, 
The Children’s Society 


Top of the list for disabled 
voters was Timmy, the 
wheelchair-using character 
from cult American cartoon 
South Park. Second was Dr 
Kerry Weaver, from ER, 
followed closely by Andy 
Pipkin, from comedy sketch 
show Little Britain. 

Pipkin is played by Matt 
Lucas, who we had assumed 
was not disabled... until we 
read a press release from 
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People. 
It revealed that the idea for a 
new project they were 
launching came from “Matt 
Lucas, who has a working 
hearing dog called Cap”. 

Unfortunately, the prospect 
of an unlikely addition to the 
celebrity disability firmament 
was quashed by a call to the 
Hearing Dogs press office. 
Their Matt Lucas simply 
shares a name with the 
comedian. Shame. 
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Teen 
spirit 


Hayleigh Barclay 
sings the praises 
of music 


can’t sing, I can’t play an 

instrument and I can’t 

dance. But for some reason 

music has a great hold on 
me. It was once said that music 
feeds the soul. If that’s true, my 
soul should be obese. So I guess 
it’s lucky that in today’s world 
I can’t seem to get away from 
music. It gets played in shops; it 
provides the backdrop to our 
favourite TV shows; we can 
listen to it on CDs, iPods and 
music channels — the list is 
practically endless. 

I wouldn’t have it any other 
way. For me, listening to music 
helps me think and express my 
emotions. If I’m feeling 
annoyed or angry, I listen to 
loud rock music and vent my 
frustrations through it. This 
saves me having to buy “I’m 
sorry for screaming at you” 
gifts for the innocent people I 
could end up shouting at. It’s a 
Win-win situation. 

If I’m feeling really mellow, 
then [Il listen to music with a 
New Age vibe. 

And if I’m having a bad 
day and don’t feel good about 
myself, then I listen to 
uplifting songs; usually Pink’s 
Don’t let me get me, which 
helps me from drowning in 
the shark-infested ocean of 
self-pity (thank God, because 
I can’t swim). By the time I’ve 
finished playing my 
feel-good songs, I feel like 
saying, “I don’t care what 
people think and say”, or 
words to that effect. 

At other times I just listen to 
music as background noise — 
either because I’m messing 
about on the computer or 
because I don’t feel like coming 
out of my mood. 

Thankfully, the music 
festival period is here again and 
although I’ve not been able to 
visit Glastonbury or T in the 
Park, I’ve watched the TV 
highlights. With Live8, music is 
even being used to save the 
world. And to think, it all 
started with someone banging 
a stick against a stone and 
finding a beat. 


Comment 17 


Where do we go now? 


The Disability Rights Commission is five years old this year, and it has good reason to 
celebrate its successes. But it’s time to take stock, writes Bert Massie, and ask what kind of 


world we want to live in twenty years from now 


o you dream of a 

society based on choice, 

opportunity and 

equality? You are not 
alone and since the Disability 
Discrimination Act became law 
ten years ago, we are closer to 
living in such a society. 

Gone are the days when 
there were no legal rights for 
disabled people to use services 
or get jobs. Today, much of the 
high street has been opened up 
and more disabled people are in 
work than ever. 

Great strides have been 
made by universities to boost 
numbers of disabled students 
and our public transport 
system is getting better. Laws 
emphasising the rights of 
disabled people to make 
decisions about their own lives 
have been passed and 
important legal precedents have 
been set over human rights. 

But there is a flip side. Many 
disabled people still live in a 
society that does not value them, 
where prejudice dictates in 
advance what is offered to them 
and where arbitrary barriers 
continue to exclude them. 

Consider 29-year-old Becky 
Wheeler, who has arthritis and 
uses a wheelchair. She is living 
in a nursing home with people 
three times her age until her 


local council sorts out more 
suitable accommodation. 

And then there’s Gaynor 
Meikle, a teacher who 
developed a visual impairment 
before being unfairly sacked 
because her employer refused 
to make simple adjustments. 
Gaynor told the Disability 
Rights Commission (DRC): 
“Pm 58 and I’m not going to 
get another job now. My career 
is down the pan.” This comes 
at a time when teachers are in 
desperately short supply. 

Red tape still entangles the 
lives of disabled people, 
preventing many from enjoying 
their right to be treated equally 


and having the same choices and 
opportunities as everyone else. 

It is against this 
background that the DRC is 
kicking off a debate that will 
help shape our future. We 
believe the Disability Debate 
can act as an arrow for change 
as well as being the DRC’s 
legacy when the Commission 
for Equality and Human 
Rights comes into being. 

To achieve this, and to give 
the debate the power it 
deserves, we need your help. 
Your priorities, ideas and 
thoughts about the future will 
help the debate and steer future 
thinking and action. 


The questions we want to 
consider include: 
e is there ever a case for 
disabled people living, learning 
or working in places, which 
separates them from the wider 
community? 
e is the balance right between 
protecting people from risks 
and giving people the 
independence to take risks in 
their lives? 
@ to what extent should 
disabled people accept the same 
obligations to work — as 
opposed to claim benefits — as 
non-disabled people? 
e how can we ensure that 
decision-makers are taking on 
board the ideas and aspirations 
of all disabled people — 
including those with long-term 
health conditions — and not just 
those who are part of the 
disabled people’s movement? 

These are just some of the 
talking points. But it will be 
your input that will carry the 
debate from a talking shop to a 
catalyst for change, truly 
capable of making a better, and 
more equal, future. 
@ Join the debate at www.dre- 
gb.org/disabilitydebate or by 
calling the DRC helpline on 
08457 622 633 
@ Bert Massie is chair of the 
DRC 


Candid Kate 


t’s official. People in wheelchairs are 
silly and stubborn. Why? Because 


we don’t worship the walker. 


Walking is not everything. It is not 


easy growing up around physical 


impairment, especially cp, and especially 

in special school, not to be influenced by a 

culture which worships the ability to walk. The routine of 
physiotherapy turns into an act of prayer that must be practised 
under the guidance of therapist gods. 

In the church of the physio, the most important person — the 
disabled child — and their needs are all but ignored. And when I 
talk about needs, I am not talking about a child’s special needs, I 
am talking about their kid needs. You know what I mean; the 
need to play, to make friends, to learn. All these real needs are 
pushed to one side and the energy of professionals and the child 
are channelled into decreasing their physical disability. Why? I 
know many successful disabled adults who are successful at 
making money or being creative, but who can’t walk. 

I learned to walk by throwing myself from sofa to sofa in our 
front room because | needed a new party trick aged nine. I can 
still walk quite well and I still do so around my house. But when 
Pm out and about I choose to use my wheelchair, which allows 
me to take my communication aid too. Like the decision I made 
at six — to start walking —I want my choice not to walk to be 


respected too. 


You see, although we may move in mysterious ways, we 


usually get there. 


© Kate Caryer is a student at the University of East London 


-_STANNAH 


C hes offer friendly advice and 
-hour backup, 365 days a year. 


® Straight, curved or narrow staircases 


® New and reconditioned models 


® Emergency installations for new models* 


® Fast, clean fitting 


® No obligation fixed quotations 


© Full guarantee and free first service 


* Straight stairs only 


CALL 0800 715 124 ExT 9866 


stannah.com 


Please send me details. For my household O1 For a relative 0 


=a Name 


= 


= Address 


_ Stannah 


= Postcode Tel. 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 9866, 
FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR 


The world’s best-selling stairlift 
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WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES... ... UNIQUE TO 


WIDINES GAR GaNTINE 


THESE ARE JUST A SELECTION OF OUR FINE QUALITY USED VEHICL 


MAKE/MODEL 


VW T5 1.9 D (New Shape) 

VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel 

VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel Versa 
VW 800 1.9 Special WAV 

VW 888 2.5 Diesel LWB HR Auto 
Nissan Vanette 2.3 Diesel Versa 


Toyota 
Toyota 


| Wy iy gt © : ° e 
=e=MOTADII 
Ens Motability 


ding car scheme for disabled people 


VERSA SALES 0151 420 20 


Renault Kangoo 1.4 Petrol 
Citroen Berlingo 1.9 D 5DR 


ALL VEHICLES ARE PREPARED AND VALETED # 6 MONTHS WARRANTY e ALL SECURING EQUIPMENT INCLUDED 
WE PURCHASE GOOD QUALITY USED VEHICLES Contact us on the number below 


COLOUR 


OU53 YJY 
Y579 HWB 
X495 AKU 
Y539 HWB 
YNO3 LBL 

Y511 OFM 
DK51 UVD 
Y622 MLG 
Y347 HSC 

YD02 WSZ 


HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa 
HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa 


J “| a. Sand 
wehiciles 


E1149501R 


SPECIFICATION 

4 Seats, Ramp, Winch 
4 Seats, Tail Lift 

4 Seats, Ramp L/F 
Tail Lift 

5 Seats, Tail Lift 

4 Seats, Ramp, Winch 
4 Seats, Ramp, Winch 
4 Seats, Ramp 

2 Seats, Ramp 

3 Seats, Ramp 


MILEAGE 
32,000 
15,631 
35,000 
23,107 

5,174 
19,000 
28,000 
38,000 
18,000 
25,000 


website: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 
e-mail: versa@wheelchair-access.co.uk 


Yusef is 12 and is a happy and 
smiling child. He is an 
i intelligent young boy who is 
g able to communicate through 
B expressions and gestures using 
his face and hands. Yusef loves 
@ to dance in his wheelchair, 
enjoys watching television and 
a playing on his playstation. He 
enjoys interaction with others, and cooking and 
playing too. 


He has a medical condition called Bells Palsy and 
Microcephaly, which means he has limited 
movement in his lower limbs, but he is able to 
move his upper limbs freely. 


We are looking for long-term foster carers who are 
able to provide Yusef with a stable home. Due to his 
complex needs, you will need to be energetic and 
committed to providing him with the supervision 
that he will require, whilst also providing a fun 
loving environment in which he can develop. 


If you are interested in finding out more 
information about Yusef, then contact 
Theodora Baptiste on 020 7364 5404 

or email her on 
theodora.baptiste@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
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Ryan (19/07/01) has 
cerebral palsy which 
affects his four limbs. 

= is a bright child but 
sometimes his physical 
disability limits his ability 
to communicate. Ryan is a happy and bright 
child, who likes to have fun and participate in 
social activities. He is alert and interested in 
people, toys, television and music. 


He 


Demi-Louise (17/08/02) is a delightful little girl 
who is happy and contented. She is intellectually 
and socially a bright child. She likes to play on her 
own as well as with other children, and has a close 
bond with Ryan. 


Ryan and Demi-Louise are siblings and we are 
looking for adoptive parents who will be able to 
provide them with a supportive and nurturing 
environment in which to develop and grow. 


If you would like more information about 
Ryan and Demi-Louise, please contact Janet 
Jacobs on 020 7364 5406 or 
janet.jacobs@towerhamlets.gov.uk 


| Hope and Chance 
(31/10/04) are twins and we 
H are looking for adoptive 

; parents who will be able to 
care for them. 


Chance has been diagnosed with epilepsy and 
tuberous sclerosis, and will require ongoing 
medication. He needs lots of stimulation as he gets 
bored easily. 


Hope was born with a reflux condition, which 
affects her ability to ingest food. Hope sleeps easily 
and likes to play with toys in her cot. She has also 
been diagnosed with a form of tuberous sclerosis. 


We are looking for an active and loving family who 
can bring out the children’s potential, and who 
can work well with health professionals to ensure 
they receive good medical care as necessary. 


If you would like more information about 
Hope and Chance, please contact Janet Jacobs 
on 020 7364 5406 or 
janet.jacobs@towerhamlets.gov.uk 


Profile 19 


Back on the screen 


BBC journalist Frank Gardner became a wheelchair user after 
being shot while working in Saudi Arabia. He speaks to 
Elizabeth Choppin about returning to work, his plans for the 
future and why he is happy to be called a “sufferer” 


ourteen months ago, the 
life of BBC 
correspondent Frank 
Gardner changed forever. 

One moment he was ona 
routine news assignment in 
Saudi Arabia, the next he lay 
on the ground, paralysed, 
having been pumped with 
bullets by Islamic militants who 
ambushed his crew. 

Thanks to the swift 
attention of a medical team 
specialising in gunshot wounds 
he survived, but his 
cameraman, Simon Cumbers, 
died at the scene. 

Meeting Frank now, it is 
difficult to imagine he would 
put his life in the line of fire, 
but he insists he took no great 
risk. The crew had permission 
to film from the Saudi 
government and had been 
driven by government minders 
into a usually safe residential 
suburb. They were due to fly 
back to London the next day. 

There are several theories as 
to why the attack occurred, 
including criticism of poor 
protection from minders, but 
Frank says: “We were just very 
unlucky. We were spotted by 
al-Qaeda insurgents who 
happened to be having a 
meeting in the area.” 


‘| probably won’t be 
doing as much of the 
gritty side of reporting 
now, because the back 
streets of Yemen are not 
very wheelchair friendly’ 


He adds that no story would 
be important enough to risk 
life. “I’m not one of these 
die-hard journalists on the 
front line.” 

Frank did not start out as a 
journalist, though he says he 
always wanted to be one. While 
living and working in Saudi 
Arabia as an investment banker 
from the 1980s to 1990s, he 
bought his first video camera in 
an airport and filmed the 
burning oil wells in Kuwait. 

He made the switch to 
journalism in 1995, starting out 
as a producer and reporter for 
BBC World. As a fluent Arabic 
speaker, he became the BBC’s 
first full-time Gulf 
correspondent in the late 1990s. 
In the aftermath of the twin 
tower attacks, he was made the 
corporation’s security 


WHO IS HE? 


Frank Gardner, 43, graduated 
in Arabic and Islamic Studies 
from Exeter University before 
starting work in Saudi Arabia 
in 1986. Since becoming a 
journalist for the BBC, he has 
reported from all over the 
Middle East as well as the 
Balkans, Africa, Cuba and the 
US. He received an OBE for his 
services to journalism in April. 
He is married with two children 
and lives in London. 


correspondent in 2002. 

Al-Qaeda is a particular area 
of expertise for him and Frank 
is known for uncovering the 
deeper issues surrounding 
terrorism. “I am one of the 
only Western broadcasters who 
tries to explain the complex 
motivations of al-Qaeda when 
most people here think they are 
nihilistic terrorists. To shoot 
me was counterproductive.” 

Now he is back at work, how 
have his experiences affected his 
reporting? He will continue to 
work on news stories, but as a 
wheelchair-user, and he will 
need to plan trips more 
carefully. “I probably won’t be 
doing as much of the gritty side 
of reporting now because, for 
example, the back streets of 
Yemen are not very wheelchair 
friendly.” 

He will also spend more 
time in the BBC studios, which 
he says are accessible save for a 
couple of heavy double doors. 
The BBC has been very 
supportive, he adds. 

The biggest change for 
Frank, though, is learning how 
to live the daily life of a 
disabled person with his wife 
and two daughters, aged six 
and seven. Focusing on the 
positive is crucial, he says, 
because it is “too depressing” 
to think about what is lost. 

He is thankful that he lives 
in the UK, which he considers 
to be one of the more advanced 
countries in terms of access and 
awareness. He has noticed 
being treated differently than 
when he was as a non-disabled 
person, but doesn’t generally 
mind. “People move out of the 
way or help — but not ina 
patronising way. I haven’t had 
any of those ‘does he take 
sugar?’ moments.” 

He was especially 
appreciative when the host at a 


London restaurant brought him 
to the front of the queue to be 
seated before everyone else. He 
says he does not relate to people 
who “pretend they are not 
disabled” and says there is 
“diversity within disability”; that 
the experiences of two different 
people are never the same. 

And don’t get him started on 
DN’s Hacked Off campaign, 
including our guide on correct 
terminology that journalists 
reporting on disabled people’s 
issues should use. It “smacks of 
censorship” he says, defending 
his right to call himself a 
“sufferer”. If he is in pain he 
questions why he should hide 
it. “I’m first and foremost a 
journalist... I like to calla 
spade a spade.” 

But what about terms like 

“cripple” or “retarded”? Surely 
these sorts of descriptions just 
perpetuate stereotypes? “It’s 
good to question these 
descriptive terms,” he says, “but 
Pm very much against telling 
people what they can and 
cannot write.” 

“Like anybody with a Spinal 


Cord Injury (SCI), I don’t want 
to see my abilities belittled and 
I think some language out there 
risks belittling us. But on the 
other hand, I think it is absurd 
to pretend our lives are the 
same as people without SCls... 
you can tell the sense of what 
they [journalists] are trying to 
convey. It’s the sentiment, not 
specific words.” 

As Frank begins to deal with 
his new circumstances, he is 
focused on his work and family, 
so thoughts about a role, if any, 
in the “disabled people’s 
movement” are some way off. 


“T haven’t worked out what my 
goals are yet. I only got out 

of the hospital in February, so 
Pm just getting used to this,” 
he says. 

What he does know is that he 
wants to stay in the media for 
the rest of his career. The Beeb’s 
recent cutbacks in staff have not 
affected him “yet”, he says. But 
as one of the nation’s most 
valued journalists on 
international security issues, 
especially in light of last month’s 
bombings in London, it is safe to 
assume he’ll be a familiar face 
on our screens for many years. 
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Jubilee Automotive Saas Ud, Woden Road South, 


mobility 2 
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Fatigoo ) Family 


| wheelchair accessible 5 seater motorcar cecmeses 


Comes with 
5 seats 
as standard | 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


SARE SO ES A 


ESTER PST SS 


wares Beene R Serert | eee em Or BE 


The most stylish 
& most practical 
Kangoo ever seen in 
the UK, 


f 
Kangoo Family is 


quite simply in a 
| different class, 
Beautifully designed & | 
engineered by 
Jubilee, if combines 
super easy wheelchair 
access with state of 
the art adaptations 
allowing the car to be 
used as a normal 5 i 


J 
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j 
f 
| 
seater family estate or i 
a fully wheelchair | 
accessible vehicle. ; 

i 


Why compromise ? | 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


}* Motability 0121 502 2252 


South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 fo 2 pm. 
> Prices shown presume ‘exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional arenes 
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20 Mobility roadshow 


Top gear at Donington 


The first ever wheelchair-accessible 
motorbike, bears in chairs and an 
adapted caravan topped the bill at this 
year’s Mobility Roadshow. DN's motoring 
correspondent Helen Smith reports 


his year was my fourth 
consecutive visit to the 
Mobility Roadshow at 
Donington Park and 
for the first time ever I 
lidn’t get wet. In 2005, to 
ature National Young 
Disabled Persons’ Day on July 
7, the show was aimed more at 
disabled kids, so as well as all 
the usual cars, wheelchairs and 
mobility aids there were lots of 
products and services aimed 
t a younger audience. 

My three-year-old niece 
rrace likes to tell her 
friends at nursery that 
Aunty H 


wheelchair, but my 


elen has a 


sister says the 
other children 
don’t really 
understand the 
concept. I’ve always 
thought a toy might 
help and I spent more 


hours than I can remember ies 


Christmas trailing Toys R Us 


for the elusive wheelchair-using 


Barbie, who was, sadly, not to 
be found. But at the roadshow I 
discovered far better toys than 
3arbie designed by Rackety’s. 
They are Tilly doll and 


Jonathan teddy (below left), 


who have been designed to help 
children understand disability. 
As well as the toys, Rackety’s 
also design a range of clothes 
for disabled kids which have 
slogans such as “Wicked on 

Wheels” and “There’s 
® no need to stare —I 
s know I’m cool”. If 
only they made them in 

adult sizes. 


www.racketys.com, 

j fel: 01538 381430 
Looking people 

in the eye is 

#y important 

J whatever your age, 

Y so Dragon Mobility 

have launched the 

Snapdragon 

wheelchair. This is their latest 

elevating powerchair for very 

young children. It allows kids 


SOO PHOTO! 


to rise from floor level to eye 
level so they can keep up with 
their peers. Testing it out was 
eight-year-old Aiden Wright. 
Although he does not have a 
powerchair of his own yet, he 
was soon whizzing about as if 
he had owned one for years. 
www.dragonmobility.com, 
tel: 01223 355626 

Even with a Snapdragon, 
reaching things from high or low 
shelves can be difficult for many 
people. SpaceAce have come up 


iubi QE Mobility j 
~ Suzuki Libert 


wheelchair accessible motorcar 


Best of 
friends 


he. 


{ 


Suzuki Liberty Isa 
1 fully wheelchair 

| accessible compact 
~ # | motor car. j 


i | superbly 
} | engineered by Jubilee | 
| | itofferselegantand | 
} | practical solutions for} 
| | those requiring tobe | 
| | transported seated in | 
| | their wheelchairs or for | 
| | others wishing to ; 
} | transfer from their ' 
| | wheelchair, 


It's @ proper car; i 
easy to drive, park & : 
j Manouevre and is ] 
available with a fully | 
automatic gearbox 
| option, 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


}esMotability 0721 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, Wes! Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification.. 


Fast forward: (above) 
Helen test-drives the 
UK ’s first wheelchair 

accessible motorbike; 

(right) SpaceAce’s 
moving shelves and 
(below right) 
Rackety’s “I know I’m 
cool” T-shirt 


with a solution in the 
form of the world’s first 
set of moving shelves. 
The M100 spacestation fits 
within a standard work surface 
and moves shelves up and down 
at the touch of a button. 
wwi.spaceace.eu.com, tel: 
01865 722525 

At every Mobility show 
someone is launching the “UK’s 
lightest wheelchair” and this 
year it was the turn of RGK 
Wheelchairs. Their new chair is 
the RGK Max Lite, which 
weighs in at 6.9kg; so light that 
even I could lift it. 
wuww.rgklife.com, 
tel: 01543 670077 

Wandering around the show I 
wondered why a lot of people 
had little yellow dots on their 
chairs. The spotty outbreak was 
all thanks to the Centre for 
Employment and Disadvantage 
Studies, which was conducting 
the UK’s largest ever wheelchair 
and scooter survey. It is hoped the 
findings will guide government 
policy makers, architects and 
designers. wivw.yes2work.org.uk, 
tel: 01226 718 558 

We are constantly being told 
we should do more exercise, 
and being a wheelchair user is 
no excuse. Cyclone Mobility & 
Fitness has introduced the 
THERA-live daily exercise and 
physiotherapy machine. You 
can use it sitting in your own 
wheelchair and it is particularly 


beneficial to those with 


conditions like cerebral palsy. 
www.cyclonemobility.com, 
tel: 0151 346 2310 

Having been a wheelchair 
user for seven years and only 
squashed a few toes I consider 
myself I pretty good driver so I 
was keen to try out some of the 
Whizz-Kidz wheelchair games 
from their training package 

“Keep on moving”. The 

package has taken three years 
to develop and now enables a 
broad range of people to set up 
training programmes. It teaches 
skills such as wheelies, driving 
control and road safety. 
www.whizz-kidz.org.uk, 
tel: 020 7233 6600 

Once you have mastered your 
wheelchair, it’s time to master 
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Mobility roadshow 21 


Try this for size: aoe left) <S Wright i in the ae the Saab 93; mouth and foot artist Tom Yendell; Dave Favline: rally car and (below) Helen takes her theory test 


your car. On a section of the 
Donington Park circuit, 
teenagers aged 15 and above 
were able to slap on the L-plates 
and take their first driving 
lesson with BSM in an adapted 
Corsa. I had a go at the theory 
test and, much to my relief, I 
passed. www.bsm.co.uk, 
tel: 08457 276 276 

Away from the learner 
drivers on a different circuit 
other motorists were able to try 
out some of the latest adapted 
cars. Offering vehicles to test 
drive for the first time were 
Mercedes-Benz and Smart. The 
car I was most keen to try was 
the Saab 93 convertible. I had 
an enjoyable sit in the swanky 
interior, but others were not so 
lucky — it was fully booked all 
day long. I also noted that the 
person waiting to test drive the 
Saab after me was not a 
wheelchair user and he didn’t 
appear to need the fitted hand 
controls. I didn’t understand 
why he couldn’t have tested the 
car at a local garage and think 
Saab should give priority to 
people who actually need hand 
controls. www.saab.co.uk, 
tel: 0800 612 0895 

Visitors looking for high- 
octane excitement headed to 
the Infield Action Arena for a 
range of off-road activities. 
Dave Hawkins from 
ParaRallying has been bringing 
his rally car to the show for 
years but this was the first time 
he was able to take people for a 
spin. www.pararallying.com, 
tel: 07946 262467 

Visitors looking for the latest 
in adaptive technology and 
wheelchair accessible vehicles 
were spoilt for choice this year. 
Around 40 companies were 
demonstrating products. A 
number were exhibiting 
collectively in their own 


marquee under the NMEDA 
UK banner — a UK-wide 
association for adaptation 
companies. Other exhibitors 
were spread around the show. 
However, David Knights, from 
KC Mobility, felt it would be 
better if all companies offering 
adaptations were grouped in 
one big tent rather than spread 
around so people could make 
easier Comparisons. 
wwiw.nmedauk.org, 
tel: 01784 470860 

DN’S photographer Graham 
Bool was drawn to a Cavarno 
motor caravan designed by Roy 
Wood Transits. Graham spends 
a lot of time on the road and 
thought the caravan might 
sometimes be better than 
staying in costly and often 
inaccessible hotels and B&Bs. 
The caravan, which even 
includes a toilet and cooking 
area, is designed from the 
bottom up to be accessible. I 
thought the show model looked 
a bit of a squeeze, but bigger 
ones are available. 
www.roywoodtransits.co.uk, 
tel: 0118 979 0202 

A particular highlight of the 
show was the UK’s first 
performance motorcycle that 
can be ridden from a 
wheelchair, the Conquest 850. It 
is based on the classy BMW 
R8SOR. I can’t use motorbike 
controls so company founder 
Alan Martin jumped in behind 
me and took me for a spin. 
Even at slow speed it was great 
fun. wwiw.martinconquest.com, 
tel: 0161 351 0324 

Splashing the paint around 
on the mouth and foot painting 
stand was Tom Yendell, who 
runs the Mouth and Foot 
Painters Association (MFPA) 
Gallery in Selbourne. Next year 
is the 50th anniversary of MFPA 
and Tom was encouraging me to 


try my mouth. I was surprised 
after losing my hands that my 
writing was exactly the same as 
before and according to Tom, 
whether you use your hand, foot 
or mouth to paint, the result, 
once you’ve mastered it, will be 
the same too. www.mfpa.co.uk, 
tel: 01420 511233 

Next year, there will be two 
shows, the first at the Royal 
Highland Centre near 
Edinburgh on 5 and 6 April and 
the second at Kemble Airfield 
near Swindon on 8-10 June. 
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| 5 seater wheelchair accessible car Yq 
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+ | gives amazing 
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Why not call today 
fo arrange a home 
demonstration and 

| test drive ? 
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_& no deposit Mobility Finance 
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siento: home demonstration : information : finance piottiones atic 


[Motability 0121 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, Wes! Midlands, WS10 ONG. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 fo 6 pm , Sat 9 fo 2 prr. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification.. 
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22 Festivals 


Nee 


A team went to Glastonbury 


hoe 
te \7) Begs See 


this year to 


spread the word about 


cope’s Time To Get Equal campaign and invited DN along. 
Cat Hudson, Andrew Crooks and DN's Jamie Trounce, recall 
their experiences of both the entertainment and access 


Glasto Party: Cat at the accessible campsite; Jamie with Conor 
Deasy from The Thrills; Andrew covered in lovely mud 


Cat: Looking in my car I 
realise what a high- 
maintenance girl Iam; do I 
really need all this stuff? Hen, 
my PA, claims she has more. 
Getting lost means it takes 
seven hours to arrive, two of 
them spent in a field waiting to 
get on to the site. So we watch 
the cows and notice they lie 
down in the baking sun, but 
doesn’t that mean rain? Our 
first venture out at the campsite 
is quite a shock; the ground is 
bumpy and the crowd heaving. 
That said, the atmosphere is 
electric. Our team is not due 
until tomorrow, so we take it 
easy before setting up Scope’s 
stand in the morning. I sleep in 
my parka and boy, is it cold. 


Andrew: After a five-and-a- 
half-hour journey, I attend a 
briefing in the dance area. The 
temporary pathways are very 
difficult to get my wheels over 
and there is a jolt every five feet 
where the boards meet, but my 
power-assisted chair copes 
quite well. 


Jamie: [ have driven with 
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Andrew. Our “accessible 
campsite” is fenced so the 
security is perfect. We have a 
lot of space between tents, 
accessible showers and our own 
fireplace, which I am told is the 
only one at the festival. 


Cat: It is a thrill when we get 
together. We get an early night 
before the next busy day. 


Jamie: At about Sam, I wake 
up really scared as huge 
vibrations rush through my 
body. It’s not the music starting 
already, but the biggest storm I 
have experienced for a decade. 


Andrew: Colleagues report 
the effects of the deluge; 
comments range from “you’ve 
got no chance” to “your chair 
will never cope”. I become tent- 
bound. As I lie and listen to the 
bands I feel frustrated as the 
relatively accessible dance area 
does not open till 4.30 because 


lightening has ripped a tent in 
half. 


Cat: I go out on foot and 
Glastonbury is a lake. I fear the 
loss of a welly and turn back; 


From left to right: Primal Sereant: Chemical Brothers’ Tom Rowlands; Basement Jaxx; 


in truth, I am terrified of 
falling. The rest of the day is 
spent making plans, but I 
manage to squeeze in a Nizlopi 
gig in the Green Fields area. 
They rock. 


Jamie: When the rain stops, 
the electricians do their magic 
on the stages so the music 
blasts and the huge outdoor 
cinema Is great too. But as 1am 
deaf, I think subtitles should 


have been included. 


Andrew: [ have to get out, so 
there is no choice but to use six 
people and then a four by four 
vehicle to try to get me to the 
main Pyramid stage for the 
evening, but it turns out there is 
no drop-off point to the viewing 
platform. It’s lucky I brought a 
manual chair as my power- 
assisted chair would have been 
trashed “in the mud and the 
blood and the beer” (from A 
Boy Named Sue by Johnny 
Cash). I get wheeled to Jazz 


World for brilliant performances 


by Alabama 3 and Roots 
Manuva, who are awesome. 

I get back about midnight and 
fall out of my chair and crawl 
into my sleeping bag. 


iy ved uh 
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Coldplay; The Killers; Michael Eavi 


Saturday 

Andrew: There is no change; 
I am going to face a long day in 
the tent. Lots of friends visit, 
some with enough Rum and 
Coke to get me to sleep at a 
relatively early hour. The drink 
works to a certain extent but 
Glasto is so noisy that sleeping 
comes at a premium. I spend 
the rest of the night tossing 
and turning around in a very 
cold tent. 


Jamie: Because we are 
disabled, we are allowed 
backstage; there is not much 
mud and it is easier to walk. 
And, of course, if you are lucky, 
you can bump into some 
famous people. I brushed past 
the owner of Glastonbury 
Michael Eavis, Tom Rowlands 
of the Chemical Brothers, ex- 
Eastenders star Ronnie and | 
get a photo of myself with 
Conor Deasy from The Thrills. 
I get right to the front to watch 
Doves and The Killers. 


Cat: While out exploring I 
meet BMX’er Richard. He is 15 
and his best mate has just 
started using a wheelchair, so 
we get fired up about how 
much needs to change in 
society for disabled people. The 
day is topped off by a blasting 
set from Coldplay. As we roar 
along, mobiles aloft, there is a 
feeling that together we can 
change the world. If only we 
could sing in tune too. 
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Andrew: I wake to baking 
heat and wheel myself to do my 
shift at the Scope stand, then 
catch my favourite Glasgow 
band Sons and Daughters. I am 
shoved way down the front of 
the stage slap bang in front of 
the girls and Davy Gow, 
because there was no access 
through the mud. It only gets 
better as I make it up to see 
Leftfield and the awesome Steve 
Earle. He delivers in his usual 
deadpan way, but the songs are 
still very poignant and we are 
reminded that we shouldn’t get 
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s; Pete Doherty; Doves and KT Tansedl ; 


too fed up with the muck of 
Glastonbury - there is so much 
other heavy stuff going on 
around the world. 

Back at camp there is a 
brilliant wee fire on the go and 
we all swap stories about how 
each of us tried to handle the 
mud. This got me thinking that 
for next time the organisers 
should know that disabled 
people don’t take PAs as luxury 
items and should set aside 
tickets for them. 


Jamie: Today we are not 
allowed backstage, which 
makes me angry. There is a 
viewing platform in the middle 
of a field, but it is too 
dangerous and far away from 
the stage. At one stage I had to 


carry Cat through the crowd in 
the dark. 


Cat: The last day holds highs 
and lows. An interview with 
Radio One gets me buzzing. 
Then we head backstage with a 
box of cakes to book a good 
plot for Basement Jaxx who 
were to end the festival. It was 
not to be though, as security is 
tighter than ever. I get boosted 
over the crowd to the viewing 
platform instead. I know we 
came to experience the festival 
to the full, but should this 
indignity be part of it? 
Glastonbury is magical in many 
ways — stone circles, sunsets, 
drag queens and great falafel. 
But can they magic up a shuttle 
bus, a coherent backstage 
policy and truly accessible 
viewing platforms by 2007? I 
think I will bring my magic 
wand just in case. 


- 
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Festivals 23 


Pride day 


Ju Gosling checks out the UK’s most 
popular party for lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender people 


ride London is 
particularly 
important to disabled 
people because we 
are excluded from so much else. 
There are high numbers of 
disabled members in the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) community, partly 
because of HIV and partly 
because of the mental and 
physical effects of homophobia, 
but there has been a failure to 
acknowledge this. The majority 
of clubs and community events 
continue to be inaccessible to us. 
Tam co-chair of Regard, a 
national organisation of LGBT 
people, which has been 
working for many years to raise 
access issues with the Pride 
organisers. Despite this, I have 
only been able to attend once in 
the past five years, due to lack 
of personal transport and 
personal assistant (PA) 
support, so I was delighted to 
discover that this year plans for 
access had been put in place. 


The big day 


My girlfriend and another 
friend come over the night 
before, complete with picnic 
ingredients. We have all finally 
decided what to wear, and even 
my Westie has a purple glitter 
collar and lead. 

On Saturday morning we 
head off early for the allotted 
parking in London, where a 
shuttle bus will take us on to 
Hyde Park to join the parade. 


pal MiEee yc 
Normally Blue Badge 
holders are able to park near 
Trafalgar Square; this year 
Westminster Council said it 
had suspended all parking bays 
to prevent Live8 concert-goers 
from coming into central 
London, but we see the bays 
have been reserved for Live8’s 
corporate hospitality. 

Thank goodness for the City 
of London access team and 
Transport for London, who 
arranged the bus alternative at 
the last minute. 

We have not been on a bus 
for years and are impressed by 
the ramped access and the 
helpful attitude of the driver, 
although I do need to do a 64- 
point turn before I can get 
myself into the one wheelchair 
space provided. My friend has 
to transfer while her chair is 
taken apart and stored. 

A large and diverse group of 
disabled people is gathering at 
the parade. We are going to be 
marching behind the giant 
rainbow flag, carried by a rugby 
team in full uniform and behind 
us will be police representatives 
from all over the world. 


The Red Cross has failed to 
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BARRY HONEYCOMBE 


Pride: (clockwise from above) Ju Gosling and colourful drag queens; 


wheelchair users and their wig friends; a giant rainbow flag; the stage 


deliver wheelchairs for people 
who cannot bring their own, 
but there are two Dial-a-Ride 
buses instead. 

As the parade sets off, the 
pavements are packed with 
cheering supporters, but as we 
get close to Trafalgar Square 
we are greeted by a bunch of 
placard-waving 
religious bigots, 
telling us that we 
will all go to hell. 
My girlfriend 
and I pause for 
a leisurely snog 
in front of them 
before moving on. 
Behind us, the police 
contingent gives a rather 
noisier response. 


The real Christians are on a 
float further back in the 
parade, including several 
wheelies that we imagine can 
only have got on to their lorry 
via divine intervention. 

We stop at Trafalgar Square. 
Although the parade officially 

ends at the Embankment, this 
would involve an uphill 
struggle to get back to 
the rally, so many 
disabled people end 
here. 

Eventually, we move 
to the disabled 
people’s viewing 
platform for the rally at 
the top of Trafalgar Square, 
where the access stewards are 


hot and bothered after having 


to instruct the production 
company to rebuild the 
platform at the last minute. For 
some bizarre reason, the 
company had assumed we 
would be standing. The 
stewards have also had to 
retrieve seating for non- 
wheelchair users from the 
hospitality tent after the staff 
had stolen them. 

The platform fills up rapidly, 
but we all make new friends 
through over-crowding and 
luckily most of us have 
brought picnics, so no-one 
needs to fight their way out yet 
— just as well, as only one of 
two lifts on the platform is 
working. Pride was promised 
that both lifts would be kept 
working, so we are beginning 
to realise that Westminster 
Council is not fond of queer 
crips at all. 

The rally is soon in full 
swing and half an hour later 
the production crew decides to 
show the sign language 
interpreter on the big screen, so 
my two companions can work 
out what is going on. 

The square is now packed, 
and stays that way for one 
speech after another. 

We are extremely proud 
that three Regard executive 
members appear on stage. 

One speaks about policing, 
one about issues affecting the 
older LGBT community, and 
my friend’s sit-down comedy 
routine goes down a storm. 
The day finishes with an 
otherwise great performance 
from Bjorn Again, spoilt by the 
fact that they refuse to let the 
sign language interpreter 
remain on the stage. 

By the time we get home, we 
are exhausted and collapse into 
bed for the rest of the weekend. 

Next year Europride comes 
to London, so I hope to see you 
there. 


Great Lives 


James Rose helps to make poverty history 


Although the 
atmosphere was 
buzzing and staff 
were very helpful 
when I arrived, people queuing 
for the wheelchair platform 
were unhappy and anxious 
after hearing about the limited 
number of spaces. 

Some, like me, were lucky to 
have received the “special 
access” orange wristbands with 
their tickets; some did not and 
had to go lower down in front 
of the platform. By 6pm, a lot 
of them had left because they 
could not see anything. 

The wheelchair platform 
was tucked into the side of the 
grounds and should have been 
closer to the stage. Also, a 


shortage of chairs meant 
people who could stand either 
had to sit down on the wet 
wooden boards or block views 
of people behind them. Luckily, 
again, I was in the front row. 

As the music was about to 
begin, I was excited and my 
stomach churned; my personal 
assistant (PA) could not help 
but smile. 

They first showed a video 
montage of Live Aid, with 
performances from U2, George 
Michael and Queen. When a 
clip of Freddie Mercury came 
on, the crowd cheered and the 
hairs on the back of my neck 
rose up. It was a pity that 
Queen did not perform at Live8 
as was rumoured. 


RES 


James Rose and his PA at 
wheelchair stand (right); the 
legendary Bob Geldof (above) 


But I was not disappointed 
with the first act — Paul 
McCartney and U2 singing 
Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band. But it was 
Robbie Williams who was my 
favourite act, as he was one of 
the few stars truly able to 
command the crowd — fantastic 
showmanship. 

The concert ended two 


a 
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hours late, which was a shame 
because the good acts came on 
near the end and many people, 
including me, had to leave to 
catch trains back home. 

It is good we left when we 
did as my PA had to push me 
for two miles to catch a cab as 


ANTHEA COULSON 


the police had closed roads 
around Hyde Park. 

All in all, it was a fantastic 
day out. There could have been 
more wheelchair accessible 
seating, and in different areas 
of the grounds, but I had a 
brilliant time. 
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24 Out and about -— Wales 


AWAY DAYS 


ieldsman Trails, an access 

consultancy based in North 
Wales, provide “barrier free 
maps” giving information on 
accessible areas. Their access 
guide to Wrexham includes 
information on shops, markets 
and parking spaces, as well as 
details of dropped kerbs and 
bollards. Maps and guides are 
available in various formats, 
including large print, Braille, 
audio and electronic, and in 
both English and Welsh. 

Tel: 01352 756202, 

www. w.heidsnanalls: com 


ne of the National Trust's 

newest properties is 
Craflwyn Hall near Beddgelert 
in Snowdonia (above). The 
19th Century building offers 
accommodation and enables 
oeople to learn about the 
environment through 
hands-on experience. 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk 


he Good Access Guide is 

an online directory 
providing information on 
goods, services and amenities. 
There are a number of themed 
sites, including Good Access 
Wales, which gives information 
on attractions including 
Harlech castle and Snowdonia 
National Park. 

Tel: 01452 741585, 

www.goodaccesswales.co.uk 


Wheel easy 


to see Cardiff 


Rosaleen Moriarty-Simmonds explores a 
rejuvenated and accessible Cardiff 


n exciting regeneration 
programme has 
transformed Cardiff, 
which means that as a 
family of two disabled parents 
and James, our nine-year-old 
son, we are spoilt for choice for 
interesting things to do. 

Cardiff is flat, compact and 
easy to move around. Familiar 
department stores exist 
alongside modern shopping 
centres and a maze of Victorian 
and Edwardian arcades. 

The main area, Queen 
Street, is pedestrianised and 
most of the surrounding shops 
are accessible with helpful staff. 
Parking is not great for disabled 
people and neither is public 
transport. Check whether or 
not the accessible “kneeling” 
buses operate on your route 
before setting out or settle for a 
wheelchair-accessible black cab 
— although be prepared to pay 
extra. You could also try the 


Water wor 


he Sea Zoo in Anglesey, 
North Wales, houses a 
cross-section of marine 


life, from huge fish and eels, to 
sea horses, sharks and 
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Cycling for people 
with special needs 


020 


8299 6636 


www. londonrecumbents.com 
recumbents@aol.com 


VEST Dial a Bus/Ring and 
Ride schemes. Shopmobility 
operates on Bridge Street. 

We began our family day out 
with a stroll in Roath Park. 
The park, in the north-east of 
the city, boasts a big boating lake 
and a floodlit lighthouse, a 
tribute to Captain Scott who 
departed for Antarctica from 
Cardiff. There is a rose garden 
and a tropical conservatory, with 
amazing coloured fish and 
plants. Access in and around the 
park is good and there are plenty 
of benches. The recreation 
centre houses an accessible loo. 

We moved on to the Atlantic 
Wharf Leisure Village in Cardiff 
Bay, a purpose-built centre 
housing an accessible 12-screen 
cinema. At least two films a day 
have subtitles, an infra-red 
hearing system is available and 
there are audio-described 
screenings three times a week. 
At the bowling alley, two of the 
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The Millennium Centre (above) and (below) Rosaleen and son James 


26 lanes are wheelchair 
accessible. There are plenty of 
spacious accessible toilets and a 
huge free car park. 

A few days later, we saw a 
touring production of Miss 
Saigon at the recently opened 
Wales Millennium Centre. 
Home to seven major arts 
organisations, including the 
Welsh National Opera, the 
centre has an adjacent car park 
available to disabled guests for 
a fee, if booked at the same 
time as ticket purchase. There 
is level access into the building 
and the main doors open 
automatically. There are 18 
spaces for wheelchair users in 
the auditorium and accessible 
loos on each level. The 
acoustics are excellent and 


Sounds, sights and tactile exhibits make Anglesey’s 
Sea Zoo a must for kids, says mum Caroline Downie 


crustaceans. It is also the site of 
the Welsh lobster hatchery, 
with lobsters at various stages 
of growth. It is signposted as 
soon as you cross the Britannia 
bridge onto Anglesey and 
parking is easy. 

My six-year-old daughter 
Kara (right), a wheelchair user 
who is visually impaired, loved 
the variety of marine 
environments and sensory- 
orientated range of exhibits 


and interactive displays. 
Wheelchair access at the 
main entrance was manageable, 
if slightly steep. Everywhere 
else was fine. There are some 
grilled areas, with sharks 
swimming underneath, but 
they have solid tracks for 
wheelchairs and buggies to 
make the journey smoother. 
The exhibits themselves were 
all easily viewed from 
wheelchair height and the 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Lanzarote, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 

Algarve, Malta, Crete and Florida. 

Sailing holidays in the Greek Islands. 

Holiday homes in France. 


2005 brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 


there is a hearing loop system. 
The restaurants and bars, 
though, lacked space. 

VEST Dial a Bus/Ring and 
Ride: tel 0292 0231 725 

UCI: tel 0292 044 2200, 
www.uct.co.uk 

Atlantic Wharf Leisure 
Village: tel 0292 046 3833 

The Wales Millennium 
Centre, tel: 08700 402 000, 
www.wmce.org.uk 


the senses 


viewing areas for some of the 
large tanks were superb. 

For sensory-impaired visitors 
like Kara, there was a huge 
amount of stimulation. In most 
rooms there were sound effects 
from marine environments, 
ranging from noisy sea birds to 
crashing waves. Kara loved the 
noises and the tactile 
experience of putting her hands 
into the “feely boxes” with 
imitation starfish and sea 
anemones inside. 

There is a small gift shop, a 
spacious bistro and adequate 
accessible toilets. The zoo also 
has wheelchairs to loan as well 
as a Braille guidebook. 

The Sea Zoo is open 
February-October, 10am-Spm. 
£5.95 for adults, £4.95 for 
children/students. Reduced rate 
for disabled visitors and main 
carer is admitted free. 
www.angleseyseazoo.co.uk or 
tel: 01248 430 411. Access 
statement available on request. 
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or our day out in Belfast, 

we made a rule to use 

public transport. The 
Translink website offers a guide 
for disabled travellers showing 
services available at each train 
station, ranging from disabled 
people’s parking and audio 
loops to ramps and low 
information desks. 

The guide is wide-ranging, 
but does not tell you on which 
bus and train routes the newer, 
accessible stock operates. So if 
you are a wheelchair user, it is 
advisable to board at main bus 
terminals where you can wait 
for low-floor services. 

Once in the city centre, we 
caught a cab to take us to the 
recently opened WS science 
museum, part of the Odyssey 
complex. 

The complex is bright and 


spacious and there are plenty of 


staff willing to assist if 
necessary. There was access to 


all areas and the disabled toilets 


were clean. There are several 
restaurants, all of which are 
navigable except for one which 


WIN the second G 


In our 40th anniversary fundraising cornpetition, Gowrings Mobility has teamed up with Paralympic athlete, 
Dame Tanni Grey-Thompson to give away a series of wheelchair passenger vehicles whilst raising funds for a 
group of charities. The first winner, David Westley from Stockport, recently won an adapted Vauxhall Zafira, 


was crowded and not suitable 
for wheelchairs. 


WS is an interactive science 
discovery centre that will 
appeal to all ages. Exhibits 
feature light, sound, heat, 
electricity, magnets and much 
more to stimulate the senses. It 
would take hours to visit 
everything — even if you do not 
become engrossed in a tug of 
war, lie detectors, building 
houses or visiting the shop. 
Most exhibits are at low level 
and were easily accessible to 
my daughter from her 


wheelchair. 
Tired, but happy, we were 
picked up from the Odyssey car 


Gowrings Mobi 


which he generously donated to his local special school. 


ility c 


Out and about - Northern Ireland 25 


Tricky travel but super science 


Bernadette Drayne battles the buses to 
take daughter Roma on a learning 
and sport-filled day out in Belfast 
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Reflections: The W5 centre (above) and (left) Roma 


park, which has many disabled 
car parking bays, and 

whisked off to Casement Park 
in Belfast to watch the Gaelic 
football semi-final between 
Armagh and Derry. 

We had arranged this in 
advance so we had tickets for a 
nearby car park for disabled 
fans. On arrival we produced 
our passes and were led to the 
front of the queue. This was 
really useful, considering the 


30,000 strong crowd. Our fully- 
ramped spectators’ area was 
designed so that no one 

would be able to stand in front 
of us and block our view and 
the stewards were very helpful, 
moving anyone on who 
obstructed us. 

e For more information, 
including a Holidays, Play and 
Leisure factsheet, go to 
www.cafamily.org.uk/nireland 
or tel: 0808 808 3555. 


range of activities including ; 


Sailing, swimming, canoeing 


and archery. 
e Tel: 028 6772 2122, 
www.sharevillage.org 


he Rainbow Equestrian 

Centre in Islandmagee in 
County Antrim has accessible 
cottages and offers riding in 
the countryside around the 
area as well as trap driving and 
horsemanship. 
® Tel: 028 9338 2929, 
www.activityholsni.co.uk 


ivis and the Black 

Mountain, the famous 
backdrop to Belfast, are now 
explorable through a “floating 
path” or boardwalk to the 
summit of Black Mountain, 
from where there are great 
views of the city. 
e@ Tel: 028 90 825870, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk 


There are still two fabulous cars to be won! In support of the Seize the Day promotion, 
Renault UK is offering a Special Edition ‘Anniversary Gold' Kangoo exclusively available 
to Gowrings customers, and Citroén UK is supplying a fantastic Citroén Berlingo 
Multispace 1.4 Forte. 


e Unique Gowrings conversions einduding iuered 
floor for extra headroom, lightweight ramp 


¢ 4-point wheelchair securing system with 
personal lap and diagonal belt for 
wheelchair passenger 


¢ Renault Accord Technique 


¢ Tested to Low Volume Type 
Approval safety standards 


¢ ‘Anniversary Gold’ colour 
exclusive to res 


4 
4p} 


RB 
Gil 
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Enter me into the ‘Seize 
To enter, simply answer the Gre question and fill | in the entry form below: ! 


Where were the 2004 Paralympic Games held? a) London o _b) Moscow © c) Athens o 


Please complete the coupon and send it to Gowrings Mobility, FREEPOST, Bone Lane, Newbury, Berks RG14 5ZW (no stamp required). O Enter me into the i 
. . , y ‘Seize the Day’ competition. O Send me more info on the Special Edition Renault Kangoo. O Send me more info on the Citroén Berlingo Multispace 
¢ 4-point wheelchair securing system 
with personal lap and diagonal belt Title Metranitae tena) SATS atees yr. 
for wheelchair passenger Soba ae 23% 


House name/no.: 


¢ Premium level of finish Street name: __ a ae 28 


Town/city ——- a 


¢ Great internal length 


Gounve= 3 2s 3 SSF Postcode: 22 + e oo) SS 2 sielepnarie + Ex aes 5 OS 


¢ Tested to Low Volume Type 
Approval safety standards 


Alternatively call the competition line and leave your answer to the question, along with your name, address and telephone 
number, on: 09065 500 600. Or you may also enter via the internet at: www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 


The last date for entries via the phone and internet is Friday 9th December ee 205. You cane 
per minute and a typic lis approximately 2 minutes. Please ask 
donating approximate! O pence (for a 2 minute call) to the fapiilon: Seize 

our w vebsite for full terms and conditions 


*Actual caseen Beraue Multispace 1.4 Forte is ‘Passion hes and not as penees 


‘Lo-Call 20 to reque tal 
or to book a FREE, no obligation, h I 


re 2. eed ‘ae ihe steal ae 


4 each entry yo 
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26 Bright ideas 
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Anne Davies has some tips on which sun 
lotion will protect you from the shine 


)Onew the sun, unprotected by 
adequate clothing or protective 
sun cream. 

This happens even between 
the hours of 11am and 3pm 


when people are at most risk of 


here are nearly 40,0( 
cases of skin cancer each 
year in the UK, yet we still 
see children and adults lying in 


sunburn. 
VANCED FORM In yet another education 
campaign, the 
Department of 
Health has just 
issued new sun 


care leaflets, 


_ @ which are 
—_ available free 
Biche acta » from GP 
C. surgeries, 
a pharmacies 


{useing 
MoOvstarleinge ) 2) 


and hospitals. 


‘UN LOTION 
You can also 


Vater resistant 


See help yourself 
- >(@ =e Moe 
a e vt ; investing in 
— good 
Pe ae Block 
oe LoTION ~=—s Suncreams and 


protective clothing. 


Ovematotagically Tarted 


MAYOR OF LONDON 


in association with Greater London 
Action on Disability presents 


We 


minicom: 020 7983 4458 « recorded information: 


satis 


Free mobility bus between Westminster gee station and Trafalgar Square. 


Tel: 020 7222 1234 


Sun protection can cost a 
lot, but there are some 
economical products out there. 

Delph has developed a 
range of suncare products (left), 
in conjunction with doctors, 
with sun protection factor (SPF) 
levels from between four and 
50, with the maximum four-star 
UVA protection. All have been 
independently tested, but not 
on animals. Ingredients include 
Vitamin A, aloe vera, shea 
butter and coconut oil, and 
there are infra-red filters. There 
is also a range designed for 
children. All products come in 
no-frills packaging, so are very 
affordable, with prices starting 


A free festival 
with music, arts, dance 
and aerial performance 


Saturday 3 September 
Tpm - 6pm 
Trafalgar Square 


For further information - Tek 020 7983 4100 « aie sfoertvevoneon Ao uke = “ 
020 7983 4277 . WwW. ‘london. Bes 


telire 


<< >. Bi boa re F 


The UK's most accessible ourdost festival 


In partnership with 


VPA LONDON 
DEVELOPMENT 
Metropotitan Police Authority AGENCY 


Transport 
for London 


at £1.99. For stockists, tel: 
01235 838 590. Also cheap is 
Aldi’s coloured sun cream for 
chidlren, priced at £1.99. 

Piz Buin produces more 
specialist products, which have 
been tested in the Sahara 
desert, including its allergy 
range. For sensitive skins, the 
creams are water resistant for 
up to 80 minutes and start 
from £12.49. See 
www.pizbuin.com 

L’Oreal’s new Solar 
Expertise range offers suncare 
for all the family and all skin 
types with SPF from levels six 
to 50+, so there is very high 
protection for children and for 
those with sensitive skins. 
Prices vary and SPF 40-50+ 
products start at £15. See 
www.loreal.co.uk or call 020 
8762 4000. 

Many people 
prefer their 
sun creams to 
have natural 
ingredients such 
as essential oils 
and herbs. These 
are more 
expensive but 
purer. One such 
product is 
produced by 
Elemis (right) and 
the cream provides 
high protection 
while rehydrating 
the skin. It is priced 
from £15. See 
www.elemis.com or 
call 01278 727 830. 

Liz Earle is also 
well known for the 
use of herbs, plants 
and essential oils, 
and has a new Sun 
Shade range for the face 
and body with SPF levels 
of between 15 and 24. There 
is also an aftersun gel for 
soothing and calming 
the skin. All products are 
priced from £15. Tel: 01903 
813913 or go to 


BODY GLOW 
SUPER © 
PROTECTION | 


UNWISE SY 


smi @ 4.4108 


www.lizearle.com 


Estee Lauder’s new sun 
performance SunCare 
collection of lotions and sprays 
include an anti-ageing lotion, 
at SPF levels from eight to 30, 
starting at £12. Also 
recommended is Roc’s Minesol 
wrinkle repair sun care range, 
from £14.95. 

I had difficulty finding 
protective clothing. Mothercare 
does have an all-in-one 
cover-up outfit for children up 
to eight years old. Tel: 08453 30 
40 30 or go to 
www.mothercare.co.uk 

Adults fare better. 
Craghoppers have a Kiwi 
range, which has inbuilt 
protection. There are outdoor 
trousers for men and women, 
some in a zip-off style where 

trousers can become 
shorts, as well as 
hats, 
skirts, shirts and 
shorts, and clothing 
giving protection 
from mosquito bites. 
Prices start at £13. See 
www.craghoppers.com 
or tel: 0870 220 6601. 

When buying 
sunglasses look for 
approved standard 
marks on the label. 
And if you are travelling 
to Europe you will 
need an updated E111 
form to prove your 

entitlement to medical 
services should you get 
serious sunburn or 
other illnesses while 
travelling. Leaflets titled 
Health Advice for 
Travellers are available at 
all post offices. 

Obviously the best advice 
is to leave as little flesh exposed 
as possible and if you really 
do want a tan, do not forget 
about all the self-tanning 
lotions and towelettes for 
the face and body that are 
available from many stores. 
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“ Visit the factory and let us show you how 
Brotherwood cars measure up to other conversions 
_§ OF request a home demonstration 
%s* from our network of agents 

to experience for yourself the 

ride quality and excellent 


Rod Brotheérwood 


visibility that We achieve. Managing Director 


ay | : 
iy Peugeot Partner 
1450mm (577), 2a 


inteior headroom 


i 
4 


Volkswagen Sharan 
1498mm (59") interior headroom 


Mercedes 
Vaneo Klastare 
interior headroom 1525mm (60) 
Two flat floor lengths. ee 
1270mm (80") and 1725mm (68") 


ae 
wad = = 


HOME DEMONSTRATION 
NEW, EX-DEMONSTRATOR & SECOND HAND 
VEHICLES, SHORT AND LONG TERM HIRE 


Phone now for more details and availability = =< 4 "Fiat Multiple 


. - Spr 
HATeriOr he: 


BROTHER WOOD Visit our websites WWW. brotherwood.com or 
www.brotherwood.co.uK for more information on our cometh 
“If you want the best value, buy the best” complete range of conversions and used sales list 


e«=Motabilit 
Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT? 6QP ¢ Fax: 01935 872853 ¢ e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com y 
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Champs: Jamie (above) and his winning picture Sleeping on the job; 
emma gets fourth place prize from Danny (below left); Shirley 
rt) with her highly commended Supporting the first step 
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Accessible 
banking, 


iys to bank 


[OPEN 


mm BranchBanking 


Jas 


RS InternetBanking 
& TelephoneBanking 


with us 
At HSBC we are confident we can 
offer you an accessible solution to your 
banking needs, Please visit your local 


HSBC 


HSBC branch or via www.hsbe.co.uk. 


Telephone 08457 404 404. 


Snap happy 


Budding photographers travelled from across the country last 
month to collect their prizes from DN’s Freedom in Focus 
competition. Priya Kotecha reports on the exciting day 


N’s photography 

competition made an 

impressive comeback 

this year. A wide array 
of thought-provoking images 
on the theme of community 
were captured through the eyes 
of 112 entrants. 

A celebration of the 
shortlisted and winning 
photographs held at Brown’s 
bar and restaurant in Covent 
Garden, London, was possible 
thanks to the competition’s 
sponsors HSBC, with 
Paralympic star Danny Crates 
on hand to present the prizes. 

In a speech, Mr Crates said: 
“Tt is a privilege to be part of a 
national photography 
competition in which disabled 
people are given the 
opportunity to compete and 
develop their interests and 
talents, enabling us to present 
such an impressive collection. I 
can tell you it wasn’t an easy 
task judging the pictures.” 

Despite the very high 
standard of entries, most 
agreed that Jamie Latter’s 
picture of two monkeys 
huddled close together was the 
deserved winner. 

The snap called Sleeping 
on the job was taken on holiday 
in Mexico and earned Mr 
Latter £600, plus another £300 
towards a photography course. 


P— 


DN’s acting editor Sarah 


Hobson (right) with Janet Cook 


and her husband; Elizabeth 
Bailey and Danny (below) 


The 20 year old from 
Ashford, Kent, told DN: “I 
can’t explain it, the first time I 
got called about the result I was 
shocked. P’ve never won 
anything in a million years.” 

Winning first prize had fuelled 
his passion to take pictures 
wherever he goes, he added. 

Photography professional 
and judge Graham Bool paid 
tribute to Mr Latter’s entry: 
“The picture has been taken 
extremely well and printed very 
well, so it’s scoring on all 
points, we got the right one.” 

Gemma Nash’s entry called 
Stop the War taken at an anti- 
war demonstration, came in 
fourth place behind Thomas 
O’Connor’s Community 
Life? and Julie Tate’s 
Watching the World Go By, 
who was one of four shortlisted 
entrants from the Disability 
Resource Centre in Scotland. 

Miss Nash said: “I just saw 
two boys playing together 
and took lots of pictures 
that day, and entered the one 
I thought was best. It makes 
quite a good political 
statement.” Miss Nash said 
taking the photograph totally 
independently shows that 
“regardless of what your 
disability is you can do it”. 

A striking image picturing a 
young disabled girl attempting 


her first steps with the aid of a 
walking frame called 
Supporting the first step was 
captured by Shirley Britton. 
Her photograph was highly 
commended and she said: “I 
mainly take photos of children 
because a lot of mothers tell me 
that they don’t have pictures of 
their children. The goodness 
about this competition is that it 
gives us a chance to get our 
pictures out there.” 

Making a comeback this year 
was a runner-up at the last 
Freedom in Focus awards held 
in 2003. Continuing her focus 
on the life and culture of India, 
Janet Cook captured the 
community theme with an 
image of three smiling Indian 
women huddled together, which 
was taken on a recent trip to a 
village in the Himalayas. 

“The picture symbolises 
Indian people,” said Mrs Cook, 
who is currently working 
towards a higher-level qualifi- 
cation from The Royal Photo- 
graphic Society. “It shows their 
warmth and openness. They 
are so welcoming and generous 
and they genuinely want to get 
to know you,” she added. 


HSBC 
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Photographers’ corner: (clockwise from top left) ari Bool, 
DN’s photographer; John Cook; Scope’s press officer Rob Dyson 
and DN’s Jamie Trounce 
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Winner: Senile on the job, Jamie Latter 


Jamie and Danny (above); DN’s Fiona Mitchell (right), 
the FIF organiser, with her colleague Lucy Howard 


Vexel Quovis is a 
wonderfully innovative 
drive-from-wheelchair 
compact motorcar. 


Fully automated; 
both access and 
driving couldn't be 
| | simpler. A single press 
| of the remote control 
| | fob opens the rear 
| tailgate and then 
deploys the short 
| | access ramp. 


Third place: Watching the world go by, Julie Tate 


Once on-board, 
| just select the ‘Drive’ 

| } position on the 

NHEREVER AL} F = ) automatic gear 


f 1] selectorandyouare | 
or just ) j 

f 1 eles), | ready to go, wherever | 

i —_ want to be 


7 
~ \. 
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brochures : home demonstration : information: finance quotations : advice 


Pei Motability 0121 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midiands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification.. 


Fourth place: Stop the war, Gemma Nash 
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30 Arts 


Edinburgh Festival 


iis year’s Edinburgh 
Festival runs from 14 
August to 4 September. 


2005’s programme 


includes The Death of 
Klinghoffer, an opera 
, featuring a 
wheelchair user. 


FF The complete 
oy plays of Irish 


playwright J M 
Synge 


Musical 


' The Genius of Ray Charles 


By 


\ his musical, a homage to 
Ray Charles, who died 


earlier this year, has a 
straightforward premise; a 
troupe of singers backed up by 
a band play his songs. 

Given its simplicity, you 
would need a special musical 
performance to justify it. 
Unfortunately the singing, by 
six American performers, 
although skilled, evokes no 


showing, including The Well of 
the Saints, a black comedy 
about a blind couple who 
temporarily have their sight 
restored, only to discover they 
prefer their previous world. 

The Fringe festival runs 
from 7-29 August and features 
a range of comedy and theatre. 
The Nasty Girls return with 
their unique take on life, and 
Steve Day debates the funnier 
aspects of being a deaf person 
in a hearing world. He also 

appears in Abnormally 
+ Funny People (below), 
along 


depth or meaning. Instead, it is 
full of fake exuberance. The 
band — all white men in a show 
about a major black musician — 
are proficient, but you get the 
feeling that, for them, the show 
is an engagement between a 
bar mitzvah and a cruise ship. 

The dancing is 
unremarkable and the overall 
show felt more like 
entertainment organised for a 
holiday complex. 

What’s more, we learn 
almost nothing about Charles 
himself. Only once is his 
blindness mentioned. After 


FS TORE REEF ED OS RTA ESOS TON VLEET ISS STAN ASE SACI 2S BEDS 


j U bi lee eer 


(SEAT Alhambra Libert 


' wheelchair accessible luxury multi-seater MPV 
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brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


[= Motability 0121 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


RE en ea Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
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with Simon Minty (page 31, as 
five disabled comedians and 
one “normally funny” 
comedian strut their stuff. 

For theatre, there’s On the 
Verge, in which Jez Colborne, 
who has learning difficulties, 
takes a road trip, Kopfrapers 
Syndrome: One Man and his 
Incredible Mind, which 
explores a little-known illness 
and Crystal Clear, which 
chronicles the relationships of 

two blind people. I’ve 


Stuttered So I'll 
F-F-Finish 
explores 


4” stuttering 
heh 4 


and its effects, 
and for 
' children, 
The Voice 
Stealer 
highlights the 


this, disability ceases to be an 
issue. There is no examination 
of his complexity; his drug 
problems, his difficult 
relationships with women or 
his reactionary politics and 
hard-nosed financial acumen. 
All we are left with is a 
songbook that has dated badly. 
Charles is the link between 
Sammy Davis Junior and Sam 
Cooke, without the former’s 
glitz or the latter’s soul. By the 
end of the evening I was 
desperate to leave. To 
paraphrase one of Charles’ 
songs, “Unchain my arse and 


i Alhambra Liberty 

| || is probably the most 
‘|, stylish & well built le 
i} | accessible MPV inthe |) 
fh UK, ie 


With five full sized 
luxurious adjustable 
| seats & a truly refined 
| | wheelchair access 

| adaptation, Alhambra | 
| Liberty offers truly 
| | remarkable value for 
| money and the best 
) | driving experience of 
§ | any adapted vehicle, 


Available as either 
Q six speed manual or 
with a fully automatic 

|} tiptronic gearbox in 
} both petrol or diesel. 
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faced by children with speech 
impairments. On the film 
front, there’s another chance 
to see films showcased at the 
London Disability Film 
Festival, including Every Time 
You Look at Me, with Mat 
Fraser and Lisa Hammond. 
Some shows will be audio- 
described and sign language- 
interpreted, while others have 
English language supertitles. 
Disabled people and carers can 
purchase tickets at the lowest 
available price for the seats 
most suited to their needs. An 
access guide is available in 
various formats. 
@ Tel: 0131 473 2071, email: 
access@eif.co.uk. For more 
information, tel: 0131 473 
2000, www.eif.co.uk. For the 
Fringe festival, tel: 0131 226 
0026, www.edfringe.com 
Lucy Howard 


set me free”. 

e To 13 August. Theatre 

Royal, Haymarket. From £15. 

Concessions available. Tel: 

0870 380 2003, www.trh.co.uk 
Michael Shamash 


Film 

Unleashed is a thriller 
starring Morgan Freeman as 
Sam, a blind pianist who 
meets Danny (Jet Li), a 
fighter, who he teaches 
about humanity and the 
world through music. 


Afterlife has been released on 
DVD. The film stars Paula 
Sage, who has Down’s 
syndrome, as Roberta. Her 
life is turned upside down 
when her mother becomes ill. 


Exhibitions 

Touch Me will be at the 
V&A museum to 29 August. 
The hands-on exhibition 
explores the sensation of 
touch and includes designs, 
games and live science 
experiments. 

e From £4. Free to disabled 
people and up to two carers. 
Tel: 020 7942 2000, 
www.vam.ac.uk 


Full What’s on at 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


ome programmes are 

just too distressing to 

watch. They may be 
educational, they may 
highlight significant social 
problems and raise 
awareness of serious issues, 
but the fact remains that 
they are just too upsetting. 
For instance, Radio Times 
billed BBC1’s ONE Life: 
The Madness in Me as “a 
harrowing film” about a 
woman’s struggle with 
mental illness. Meanwhile 
C4 brought us Born 
Without a Face: 
Extraordinary People, about 
a child who was missing 30- 
40 per cent of her facial 
bones, and then Dispatches: 
Living with AIDS (C4) was 
described as “a glimpse 
into hell”. 

Completely differerent 


was Five’s inspirational 

film The Woman With The 
Extraordinary Body 

about Alison Lapper, soon to 
be featured naked as a statue 
on the vacant fourth plinth 
in London’s Trafalgar 
Square. Alison is a single 
mum, has a first class degree 
in Art and no arms. It was 
gobsmacking to see her 
applying make-up better 
with her feet than most 
people do with two hands. 

Also entertaining were 
the irascible old scoundrels 
in C4’s Anti Social Old 
Buggers featuring Rosamund 
(86), a polio survivor 
threatened with eviction for 
consorting with drug dealers 
and other undesirables. I 
hope I’m that cantankerous 
if I ever get to 86. 

C4’s Allergic to 
Everything did what it said 
on the tin. One mother 
spent ages scrutinising 
labels on fish shapes in the 
supermarket to ensure they 
wouldn’t exacerbate her 
daughter’s condition. Were 
you screaming at the telly 
too, asking: “Why don’t you 
just give her some proper 
FOOD instead of processed 
rubbish full of E numbers 
and additives?” 

Finally, what better 
symbol of defiance in the 
face of terrorism than 
seeing the BBC’s security 
correspondent Frank 
Gardner (page 19) simply 
doing his job? Only months 
after being shot by militants 
in Saudi Arabia, Frank is 
back at his desk — just 
getting on with it. 

Jane Shepherd 


OOS excellent 
Hd verygood Pddgood 
OK poor 
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Arts 31 


Stand up for Minty 


By day he’s a disability consultant and by night he’s a stand-up 
comic. Elizabeth Choppin meets Simon Minty, one of six Abnormally 
Funny People heading north to the Edinburgh Fringe 


hat can a person do 
to raise awareness 
about the issues 
facing disabled 
people? If you’re Simon Minty, 
in addition to a job asa 
disability employment 
consultant, you can round up a 
group of disabled comedians 
and produce a sassy new 
comedy that tells it like it is. 

Abnormally Funny People, 
which debuts this month at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival, is a 
collection of irreverent stand- 
up acts from five disabled 
people and one “normally 
funny guy”. 

Minty, who describes himself 
as “of short stature” 
of the show’s material could 
make people flinch as it throws 
political correctness to the 
wind. One can only guess he is 
talking about parts like the Crip 
alphabet, recited by wheelchair 
user Liz Carr, or Tanyalee 
Davis’ account of small people 
taking over the city of Denver. 

“Sometimes you've got to 


, Says some 


push the boundaries a little,” 
says Minty, “but I hope there 
are no gratuitous or cheap 
disability gags — it’s not blind 
people bumping into things. It’s 
more than that.” 

Minty says the word 
Abnormally is not necessarily 
tacked on to the title for shock 
ES Re SE TES) 


‘The real reason for the 
‘Abnormally’ is because if 
your show starts with A, 
you get higher up in the 
Fringe listings’ 

Se ee ee 
value, though it doesn’t hurt 
for publicity. “The real reason 
is because if you start with the 
letter A, you get higher up in 
the Fringe listings. So ‘Ab’ is a 
great start.” 

Minty first got involved with 
comedy because his friend 
Steve Best, co-producer and 
performer in the show, has 
done it for years. “I was always 
on the periphery and always 
loved it,” he says. 


A Surrey native, Minty 
moved to London eleven years 
ago to attend university. Since 
then, he has written sketches 
for Radio 4 and Channel 4 and 
was TravelX Travel Writer of 
the Year in 1998. 

He is also a founding 
member of the Broadcasters’ 
Disability Network, an 
organisation that aims for a 
more positive representation of 
disabled people in the media. 

The idea for Abnormally 
Funny People has been in 
development since last year’s 
Fringe when the disability 
manager at BSkyB approached 
Minty about pulling together 
“disability and comedy as a big 
package show”. 

Surprisingly, this is 
Minty’s first foray into the 
world of stand-up. For his 
consultancy work at Churchill, 
Minty & Friend, he has spent 
much time in front of people for 
presentations — but never 
telling jokes. 

Will he give up consulting to 


go on the road permanently? 
“Performing is something I’ve 
always wanted to do. So either 
Pll say, ‘now I’ve done it, I can 
rest easy’. Or, I might say ‘hang 
on, I can do more of this’ and 
Pll start doing the circuit of 
mainstream gigs.” 

“My true passion is an 
interest in disability. I can 
explore it in different ways,” 
says Minty. “It could be 


ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


comedy, broadcasting or 
consultancy — but the theme is 
always the same. I’m not 
choosing one or the other... 
and [’m not giving up my 

day job.” 

@ Abnormally Funny People 
will run at The Pleasance 
Dome, Edinburgh, 3-20 
August. Box office, 

tel: 0131 556 6550, 
wwww.abnormallyfunnypeople.com 


. Used converted Caravelles in stock 


97 Lytham Road 
Southport 
Merseyside 
PRI 9UG 


Telephone 01704 506608 
Fax 01704 506607. 


e mail: sales@invatravel.com 
www. invatravel.com 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERS! ONS tt 


A quality product providing 
ease of travel. Our conversions 


offer you ae ultimate versatility for you 
a and your family. The 
vw Caravelle provides 

with verforma ce 


Options for the wheelchair 
traveller to sit alongside 
the driver or transfer to the driving seat. 
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A Long Way 
Down 

Nick Hornby 
Viking, £17.99 


NICK 
HORNBY 


NOD 
WAY DOWN 


n Nick Hornby’s latest novel 

he examines the theme of 

suicide. Four people meet on 
the roof of a high-rise block of 
flats in North London, all 
attempting to commit suicide 
for various reasons. Martin is 
a television presenter 
embroiled in a sex scandal, 
Jess is the unloved daughter of 


We Need to Talk 
About Kevin 
Lionel Shriver 
Serpent's Tail, £9.99 


macabre thriller, 

with a heart- 

stopping, 
heartbreaking ending, 

: Lionel Shriver’s We Need 
To Talk About Kevin is 
an entrancingly written 
novel that understandably 
won the 2005 Orange 
prize for fiction. 

Through letters to her 
estranged husband, we 
learn of the chilling 
childhood and 
adolescence of Eva 
Khatchadourian’s son, 
Kevin — one of the 
American schoolkids who 
turns weapons on their 
classmates. 

Kevin appears to be lacking 
in empathy yet is emotionally 


a junior minister, Maureen is 
the isolated mother of a 
severely disabled son and JJ is 
an American failed rock star. 
After the failure of their joint 
attempts, the four bond 
together as a support network. 

Hornby doesn’t seem 
assured of what tone he should 
adopt; there is a serious 
subject trying to get out but all 
too often he undercuts it with 
lazy humour and band names, 
as if he is frightened of losing 
his traditional readership. 

The character of Martin is 

wooden, with no insights into 


manipulative. He accuses a 
teacher of sexual abuse and 
gets her demoted. Eva believes 


the horrendous set of 
circumstances he faces. JJ 
appears merely to satisfy the 
American market. It is in the 
characters of Jess and 
Maureen that we have signs of 
real life. Jess, while at times 
too much a stereotype, at least 
has energy and moves the plot. 
The most interesting character 
is Maureen, who is sad, stoical 
and unsure. Her means of 
looking after her son and 
coping with loneliness are 
poignant. 

Yet, by dividing the book 
into the voices of four 


he is responsible when, 
alone with his eight- 
year-old sister at home, 
the girl loses an eye in 
an incident with drain 
cleaner. 
Throughout, his 
father defends him. Is 
Kevin “different” with 
Eva because she never 
bonded with him, or is 
he coolly driving a 
wedge between his 
parents by appearing 
the perfect son to his 
father? Although she is 
very sympathetically 
drawn, just as 
intriguing are the 
echoes in personality 
between Eva and her 
son. 
There are no easy 
answers to the nature / 
nurture debate here. Were 
Kevin’s actions triggered by 
something within him from his 


disparate characters, Hornby 
waters down their impact. 
When one of the stronger 
characters does something 
revelatory, we return to 
another character and the plot 
loses its momentum. 

There are moments of 
intelligent writing but Hornby 
should have shown courage 
and concentrated on one key 
figure to effectively examine 
the motivation for a suicide 
attempt. 

More grit and less 
likeability could be a solution. 


Michael Shamash 


birth? Are kids who turn their 
guns on others in any way to 
be pitied? What is it in 
American culture — other than 
the omnipresence of guns — 
that creates these young 
killers? Eva muses: “I had 
acculturated myself to the 
notion that in a country with 
more money, greater freedom, 
bigger houses, better schools, 
finer healthcare and more 
unfettered opportunity than 
anywhere else on earth, of 
course an abundance of its 
population would be out of 
their minds with sorrow.” 

The novel is harrowing but 
there is humour too. Eva is a 
lively, well-travelled character, 
and the person she was before 
the horror took hold is still 
there in her prose. We can’t 
pick the children we have but 
we can pick the books that we 
read. Read this one. 

Agnes Fletcher 


BP within reach. 


Each year, we make highlights from 
Our annual report available on CD 
and audio cassette for our visually 
impaired audience. For a free CD 
or audio cassette of BP Annual 
Report and Accounts 2004, please 
telephone our Distribution Services 


on 0870 241 3269. 


K Rowling’s latest 
instalment in the Harry 
Potter series, Harry Potter 
and the Half-Blood Prince, 
is the first novel in the UK to 
be published simultaneously 
in standard print, Braille and 


large print, in 
association 
with the 
RNIB and aes 
Bloomsbury. = 


4 


oe 


e@ Available @ 

in Braille 4 < 
from the by a A 
RNIB at TEE 
£16.99. Tel: 0845 702 
3153, or order online at 
http://onlineshop.rnib.org.uk. 
Large print versions 
available from bookshops 
and libraries. An unabridged 
audio version, narrated by 
Stephen Fry, will be 
available on 25 August. 


he Once Orange Badge 

poetry supplement 
publishes poems by disabled 
people. There is also a 
twice-yearly Orange Leaf 
newsletter. Subscriptions 
cost £1.50 per issue. 
Submissions are invited for 
issues 7 and 8; any subject, 
any style, any length. 
®@ Contact Dean Martyn 
Heath, tel: 01708 852827, or 
email: onceorangebadge@ 
poetry.fsworld.co.uk 


at to Beat 

Fatigue by 
Jane Harries, 
who has ME, 
is a cookbook 
aiming to 
help people 
pest with the 
ae condition. It 
features recipes that can be 
wheat-free, sugar-free and 
dairy-free, and includes tips 
for shopping and equipment 
as well as food. 
© £5.49, tel: 01327 860 350, 
email: jane.harries@virgin.net 


he National Library for 

the Blind (NLB) and the 
National Blind Children’s 
Society (NBCS) have 
launched a giant print 
service for children and 
teenagers, aimed at 
increasing the number of 
titles available in alternative 
formats. The NLB also has a 
“heritage collection” 
spanning almost two 
hundred years of literature, 
including titles such as 
Pilgrim’s Progress and 
poetry from Tennyson and 
Browning. 
@ For more information, 
tel: 0161 406 2525, email: 
reader.advice@nlbuk.org, 
www.nlbuk.org 

Lucy Howard 
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If you think you’ve got a case under the 
Disability Discrimination Act then the 
battle for justice can be long and 
expensive. Elaine Doran, whose son was 
barred from swimming lessons because 
of his disability, talks about their fight 


ewilderment, confusion, 

disbelief, frustration 

and astonishment; these 

were just a few of the 
emotions I felt after being told I 
wasn’t allowed to enrol my son 
Samuel for swimming lessons 
at our local pool. 

Samuel has just celebrated 
his ninth birthday. He is a 
confident and happy young 
man who enjoys, among other 
things, cubs, youth club, 
camping and swimming. 

He has always loved water. 
He had his first lessons aged 
three and when he started 
mainstream school last year we 
enrolled him in after-school 
swimming lessons. Disaster was 
to come. Samuel only lasted five 
minutes in the lesson before we 
were told he could not attend. 

You see, Samuel has Down’s 
syndrome. Up to that point he 
had never been prevented from 
participating in activities that 
were available to other children 
of his age, but now the 
honeymoon period was over. I 
was devastated. 

Barred from the lesson he 
was originally enrolled in, 
Samuel was instead offered a 
place in a “special needs” class. 
We accepted this class and he 
continued to develop his skills. 

After a time Samuel needed 
to move up so he could develop 
his stroke technique. The 
mainstream lessons seemed 
ideal. I tried again to enrol him 
but was sent a letter from the 
pool stating that they were 
“unable to help”. 

This was the start of a 12- 
month battle. I tried initially to 
resolve the situation by 
negotiation and persuasion — 
all to no avail. It seemed so 
unfair. I had expected everyone 
to see Samuel as Samuel and 
not as a Down’s syndrome boy, 
along with all the restrictive 
expectations and negative 
preconceptions that 
go with the label. 

I knew I needed help, so I 
contacted the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC). They were 
helpful. They advised me on 
how to reply to the letter and 
which parts of the Disability 
Discrimination Act to quote. 
My reply didn’t help. I was 
given a list of reasons why 
Samuel was unable to join the 


mainstream class — he would 
need a risk assessment, a full 
medical, one-on-one assistance 
and the pool would need costly 
modifications. Eventually I was 
told that he might re-enrol in 
the “special needs” class — the 
very one he had outgrown. We 
had got nowhere. 

I then had a decision to 
make. My discussions with the 
DRC indicated the law was on 
my side. But was I prepared to 
get legal advice and take my 
fight to court? Was I willing to 
fork out for legal 
representation? The answer 
was yes, if that is what it would 
take in order to get Samuel 
back in the pool. Also, I was 
fortunate that the DRC met the 
costs of a solicitor. 

Once the solicitor had been 
briefed, much of the pressure 
was taken off me. I was kept 
informed about what was 
happening and a press release 
was sent to the papers. 

What happened next was the 
hardest part of the experience. 
There was a great deal of 
media interest because 
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Back in the swim of things 


Pool boy: Samuel back swimming with mum Elaine after their 12-month fight 


although this was a personal 
battle, it had implications for 
wider access issues. We were 
interviewed for radio, TV and 
the papers. The pressure was 
intense and I questioned, more 
than once, whether I had been 
right going to court. I felt 
vulnerable, exposed and at 
times scared. But I was also 
more determined than ever to 
see the case through. 

A mediation meeting was 
arranged to discuss whether it 
would be possible to negotiate 
a solution to the dispute and 
settle it out of court. 
Fortunately, here at last, we 
reached a breakthrough. An 
amicable arrangement was 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 


Good selection of quality used 
Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 
always in stock. Prices from £3,000. 


Free UK mainland delivery 


Suppliers of Europe’s first Drive 
from Wheelchair Renault Kangoo. 
Price from only £26,495. Call for 
further details. 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 
wanted 


Please call us with your 
requirements. 


Wheelchair/Scooter Hoists 


Pr 7 © a ws 


Hand Controls/Driver Aids 


Drive from Wheelchair Renault Kangoo 


jhih 


is 
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The Wheelchair Accessible Motor Co Ltd 


0121 550 8844 


www.twamco.co.uk 


found; Samuel would get his 
mainstream swimming lessons 
with me acting as an 
interpreter, accompanying him 
in the water. Also, swimming 
instructors would train for an 


‘We were interviewed for 
radio, TV and the papers. 
The pressure was 

intense and | questioned 
whether | had been right 
going to court’ 

ERE UES IG TSIM TUE cE IE MOLES TSG 


extra qualification to teach 
people with disabilities. It was 
a fantastic outcome. 

I don’t think Iam 
particularly strong of character, 


but I am strong in my beliefs. 
As Samuel gets older I know 
there will be other difficulties 
to overcome. I want all my 
children to have the same 
experiences open to them. As 
doors of opportunity open for 
my daughters, doors close for 
Samuel. It will be a challenge to 
place a wedge in those closing 
doors but, as a parent, I feel it 
is important to be honest, fair 
and realistic about my 
children’s abilities. 

One day Samuel will have to 
fight his own battles. I hope by 
then that he is confident 
enough to stand firm when the 
road becomes rough as, I am 
sure at times, it will be. 


DN disabilitynow 


Education Supplement 


September 


ZROLDEO 


“Count Us In” will be packed with information and advice to 
help disabled pupils, students and their families. We will be 
looking at sex education in schools, reading and educational 
materials for people with sensory impairments. DN will ask 
our readers questions which will be put before a panel of 
experts and readers will relate their educational experiences. 
Among other useful features, there will be a debate 
looking at the benefits and disadvantages with respect to 
mainstream versus special schools, and there will be a 
Minister's page illustrating pertinent issues. 


To advertise please call Richard Gresham on 020 7619 7336 
or Patrick Durham-Matthews on 020 7619 7320. 


Please book by 9 August 2005. 
For a no obligation quote fax or e-mail your advert. Fax: 020 7619 7331. 


Email: richard.gresham@scope.org.uk 
or patrick. durhammatthews@ scope.org.uk 


DON’T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY! 
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34 Share your problems 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


Cash for holidays 


y wife and I have not 
been on holiday for 
years because we 


haven’t been able to afford one. 
Where can we get financial help 
so that we can have a break? I 


do not like asking for charity. 
Peter, Lowesoft 


There are a variety of 
organisations that offer holiday 
funding, so there is no need to 
feel awkward. The first is the 
Holiday Care Service. They 
provide information on 
accessible holidays and 
funding. Another option is 
Tripscope, an organisation that 
provides advice on all aspects 
of travel, including funding on 
offer. A third option is to 
contact your local council. 
Some provide financial support 
for holidays in certain 
circumstances. Different 
councils have different criteria, 
so you will need to check with 
them. Their number will be in 
the phone book. 


@ Holiday Care, 7th Floor, 
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New "Gracile" for 
children from 4 
years old 


Dear Rachel 


@ love and loneliness 
e bereavement 

@ personal problems 
e@ advice and support 


Rachel Wilson, who is disabled herself, 
has spent many years advising on disability ~ 
matters. Write to her at Disability Now, —, 


6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
or email your problem to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Sunley House, 4 Bedford Park, 
Croydon, CRO 2AP, 

tel: 0845 124 9971, 

minicom: 0845 124 9976 
email: info@holidaycare.org 
e Tripscope, 

tel: 08457 58 56 41, email: 
enquiries@tripscope.org.uk 


Finding a partner 
ow do I go about finding 
H a lady friend? I would like 
to meet someone around 
my age who has a good sense 
of humour but I don’t know 


where to start. 
Roddy, Halifax 


One of the best approaches is 
to try and meet as many new 
people — both male and female 
—as possible. You could try 
joining interest groups in your 
area or enrolling in a class to 
learn a new skill where you are 
likely to meet people with 
similar interests. Colleges 
publish details of the evening 
classes they run and most begin 
in September. 

A more direct route is using a 


MEDIMOTION 


THE NEW "VIVA 2" STATE OF THE ART THERAPEUTIC EXERCISER. 
FULLY PASSIVE MOTION ¢ ASSISTED ACTIVE MOTION ¢ OR FULLY ACTIVE 


240 VOLT MACHINES FOR LOWER 
AND UPPER BODY THERAPY. 


UNIQUE ANTI SPASM CONTROL ENSURES SAFE 
AND GENTLE CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION. 


dating or introduction agency. 
There are many different ones 
out there; newspapers publish 
personal adverts (including DN) 
and there are literally hundreds 
on the internet, like the UK’s 
biggest, DatingDirect.com. 
Choosing the right one can be 
daunting. Some target their 
service to people who have 
specific interests or particular 
jobs and there are also some 
specifically for disabled people, 
like the Outsiders’ Club and 
Disabled United. But there is 
nothing to prevent you joining 
any agency you choose — they 
should not discriminate on the 
basis of disability. 

While introduction agencies 
work well for many people, 
focusing on increasing your 
circle of friends is also a good 
idea. The more people you 
meet, the more confidence you 
will have and the easier you’ll 
find it to meet new people. 
Good luck! 
® www.outsiders.co.uk, 
tel: 020 7354 8291, 
www.disabledunited.com 


Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power. 
Operates at variable speeds and resistance to encourage progress 


and provides on screen symmetry and analysis. 


Used extensively worldwide for M.S, C.P, stroke 
and spinal injury rehabilitation and physiotherapy. 


SOLE UK IMPORTER 


TAKE POSITIVE ACTION TO HELP YOUR 
CIRCULATORY PROBLEMS AND IMPROVE 
THE FLEXIBILITY OF YOUR JOINTS 


Is my DLA safe? 


am finding the proposed changes to Incapacity Benefit (IB) 
that have been reported very worrying. I am concerned I will 
end up worse off. Will the changes to IB also affect my 


Disability Living Allowance (DLA) if I have to work? Is it right 
that I will have to attend work interviews? 


Norman, by email 


I understand your concern about benefit changes, but 
employment status or ability to work has no effect on 
entitlement to DLA. Your entitlement to DLA will not be 
jeopardised if you work; it is not a means-tested benefit and is 
discounted when calculating entitlement to other benefits and 
tax credits that are based on income. 

You are right that you will be expected to attend work-focused 
interviews, but reports so far would suggest these are supposed 
to support you rather than push you into an unsuitable job. 

It is difficult to be certain about the practical implementation 
of the new IB arrangements until they come into force. While I 
understand your concerns — which are shared by many — you 
should not worry about them affecting your DLA. 

e For more on changes to IB, see Lorna Reith’s assessment at 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk/people/opinion/comment_mar01.htm 


Hiring a WAV 
have just spent an entire day 
trying to find a wheelchair 
accessible vehicle (WAV) for 
hire, with no luck. My girl- 
friend is blind and other mem- 


bers of her family are disabled. 


They have asked me to join 
them on holiday, but trying to 
find a suitable vehicle for hire 
has proved impossible. 
Simon, by email 


Unfortunately, your story is all 
too familiar. Despite changes in 
the law that were supposed to 
make access to transport easier, 
it remains extremely difficult to 
find vehicles for hire that are 
wheelchair accessible. A similar 
problem exists outside London 
in finding accessible taxis. 

One solution is to contact 


"Viva 2” Full 
body model 


Brotherwood Automobility. 
They hire out WAVs for short 
and long-term hire and have a 
minimum hire period of a 
week. They are based in 
Dorset, but can deliver the 
vehicle to your home. 

© Brotherwood Automobility, 
tel: 01935 872603 or see 
www.brotherwood.com 


Sail away 
am interested in going on an 
accessible sailing trip ona 
tall ship. Is it possible? 
Phillip, Staffordshire 


The Jubilee Sailing Trust 
operates tall ships that allow 
disabled and non-disabled 
people to work alongside one 
another. The voyages are 
working holidays, where all 
crew members contribute to the 
sailing of the ship. You don’t 
have to have sailed before in 
order to take part. 

© The Jubilee Sailing Trust, 
Hazel Road, Woolston, 
Southampton, Hampshire, 
SO19 7GB, tel: 0870 4435783, 
www.jst.orguk 


“e, Help at 
"9 the end 
of the 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 


Publications 


The Learning and Skills 
Development Agency has 
published a series of leaflets 
giving guidance on the 
Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) for educational 
organisations. Tel: 020 7297 
9000, www.|sda.org.uk 


Holidays for All, which is 
comprised of 14 charities 
and tour operators in the 
UK, has launched a new 
brochure giving 
information on breaks, 
facilities and services in the 
UK and abroad. See 
www.holidaysforall.org.uk 


Mencap has published a 
series of five guides giving 
information on a range of 
arts and arts projects for 
people with learning 
difficulties. Titles include 
Doing Drama and Doing 
Music. £5 each or £20 for 
all five. Tel: 020 7454 0454, 
email: gus.garside 
@mencap.org.uk, 
www.mencap.org.uk 


Epilepsy Action has 
published an information 
booklet in a variety of 
languages, including 
Welsh, Urdu and Hindi. 
Tel: 0808 800 5050, 
www.epilepsy.org.uk 


Mental Health Today is a 
monthly magazine focusing 
on the health and social 
care needs of people with 
mental health problems. 
See www.mentalhealth 
today.co.uk 


The Elizabeth Finn Trust 
(EFT) helps people who are 
facing poverty as a result of 
disability or illness. Tel: 
0800 413 220, www.eliza 
bethfinntrust.org.uk 


One Parent Families has 
launched free, specialist 
telephone advice sessions, 
including a call-back 
service, for single parents of 
disabled children. There is a 
free guide, as well as an e- 
newsletter and e-forum. Tel: 
0800 018 5026, www.one 
parentfamilies.org.uk 


Bliss=Ability is a disability 
information bureau based 
in South Shields, Tyne and 
Wear, offering information 
and advice. Tel/minicom: 
0191 427 1666, email: 
enquiries@blissability.co.uk 


The Dorset County 
Association for the Blind 
(DCAB) has a sight and 


hearing centre in Poole. 20 


Market St. Tel: 01202 677161. 


The Classic Gaming Expo UK 


| August. The event will 
feature a range of accessible 

| games, and will have 

demonstrations of 
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will be held in Croydon on 13 


sports and adventure 
activities for both deaf and 
hearing impaired children 
this summer, including an 
outdoor adventure week at 
Winmarleigh Hall in 


Tel/ minicom: 0121 234 9820, 
email: events@ndcs.org.uk, 
www.ndcs.org.uk 


HearWear: The Future of 
Hearing, an exhibition 
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the RNID, Blueprint 
magazine and brand 
consultancy Wolff Olins. 
Free. There are corresponding 
talks and workshops in 
conjunction with the 


| accessibility features, 

| | including subtitled games. 

| Fairfields Halls. Tel: 020 8688 
9291, www.cgeuk.com 

| The National Deaf Children’s 
| Society (NDCS) is is s holding 


Lancashire, a summer featuring the latest exhibition, including 
school at Cambridge 

Arts theatre and mountain 
water experience adventure 
weeks, all in August. 

BSL interpreters and lip 


_ speakers will be available. 


developments in hearing events for people with 


technology, will be at the learning difficulties and 
Victoria & Albert museum in 
London to 5 March 2006. 

The exhibition has been Tel: 020 7942 2000, 


produced in association with www.vam.ac. uk 


people with sight and | 
hearing impairments. 


MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR 
VEHICLE THIS SUMMER 


AUTOCHAIR LITE 


and with funding possible, 
it could cost less than you think. 


Folds, lifts and stores 
manual wheelchairs 


Tia | 


ip 


ai 


have been changing the lives of 
designing, manufacturing and fitting 


MINIHOIST 100-150KG 


of roducts are designed for every level 


bligation home demonstration. 
1g is available throughout the UK or at your home. 


: iendly, helpful service from a well established company. 


_JUST CALL US FREE ON 


0800 214 045 
E-mail: info@autochair.co.uk 


ns Motability Website: www.autochair.co.uk 


AUTOCHAIR 


your ote using 
Carony wheelchair 


HAND CONTROLS 


Safe, comfortable transfer from 
a wheelchair into your vehicle 


Wide range of hand controls available 
as well as other driver aids 


Collects and delivers your manual 
wheelchair, placing it behind driver’s seat 


| wish to purchase a ServiceCall transmitter and enclose a cheque for £9.95 
made payable to Autochair Ltd. (No stamp required.) 


ServiceCall - just £9.95 s 
ees One transmitter, all sites, for life! ‘ 
Wherever you see the ServiceCall logo. 


Receive attended service at petrol stations, banks, 
supermarkets, shops, and more. 

Recently installed at: 340 Lioyds-TSB branches, 
150 Esso, 265 Texaco and 200 BP petrol stations. 


Order now 


or call us free: O800 214045 www.service-call.net 


Postcode 


| confirm that | am disabled and therefore VAT exempt 
Signed Date 


Return to: Autochair, FREEPOST, Bakewell, Derbyshire DE45 IDX 


If you prefer not to receive further info on Autochair products tick here 
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Sign On-Line is a website 
using British Sign Language 
(BSL), a guide for teachers 
and students in teaching and 
learning BSL. See 
www.signonline.org.uk 


The Stroke Therapy 
Evaluation Programme (STEP) 
has a website providing 
information and research 
developments to health 
professionals. See 
www.effectivestrokecare.org 
Every Object Tells a Story 
aims to inspire a cross-section 
of society to become part of 
an evolving online collection 
of stories and memories. The 


Bright, the specialist 
communications charity, has 
created a website feature 
called the Sense of Humour 
website allows users to 
upload images, video, audio 
and explanations of their 


project for people with 
learning difficulties. It 
includes activities and 
resources. See favourite object. See 


www.brightplace.org.uk www.everyobject.net 


| The Creative Leadership Project provides free training, 

| mentoring and coaching for managers in the voluntary and 
community sectors in the south-east of England who are living 

| with a long-term illness, or have a disability or impairment. See 


| www.creativeleadership.org.uk 
ER eae 


Appointments . 
Julian Cobbledick becomes managing director of Nottingham 


Rehab Supplies, supplier of daily living aids and equipment. 


lan Turnpenny becomes campaigns and policy officer at 
Epilepsy Action. 


. We no longer collect stamps at DN. Places looking for unwanted 
_ stamps include the RNIB, tel: 0845 345 0054, www.rnib.org.uk, and 
a) Oxfam, tel: 01869 355114, www.oxfam.org.uk 


In DN April (page 22) we mentioned the Big TV guide, which provided 


TV information in large print. This is now unfortunately unavailable. 


Ea A. S$) YK 
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Lucy Andrews answers your questions 


“Our daughter is seven and is 
not yet able to ride a bike while 
her younger brother can. Up to 
now I have stayed at home while 
my husband takes our son out, 
but we would like to be able to 
go for family bike rides. Can 
you suggest any solutions?” 


While your daughter is learning 
to cycle or if she has difficulties 
such as epilepsy or low vision, 
you could consider a tandem 
cycle. The most cost- 
effective way of riding 
in tandem is to use a 
trailer bike that 
hitches onto the back 
of an adult bike. Your 
daughter can then participate in 
the cycling, but does not have to 
concern herself with balance and 
steering. The Tagga trailer cycle 
is available in two sizes for 
children aged 3-8 years and 4-10 
years, from £160. Tel: 01527 545 
262. The Co-Pilot 3 from 
London Recumbents (above) also 
gives children more control with 
steering. £2,620. Tel: 020 8299 
6636, www.londonrecum 
bents.co.uk. If your daughter 
needs postural support, there is 
the Kangoo Rehab Buggy, from 
£1,459, tel: 0845 230 1177, 
www.rompa.com and the Kimba 


Cross, from £615, tel: Otto Bock 
on 01784 744 900, 
www.ottobock.co.uk. Both are 
all-terrain buggies with large 
diameter wheels. They are also 
three-wheeled with the front 
wheel detaching so that the 
buggy then hitches to the back of 
a bike. Both makes are available 
in three sizes, the Kimba catering 
for children up to 50kg in weight, 
the Kangoo 65kg. 

For independent cycling for a 
child who can co- 
ordinate the pedalling 
and steering, but has 
difficulty with balance, 
Balance Training 
bicycle stabilisers may 
be aaa They attach toa 
standard bike and adjust inwards 
as the learner’s balance improves. 
From £20, Good Designs, tel: 
01248 713 624, 
www.disabledcycling.f2s.com. 

Tricycles are also another 
independent option. Low 
gearing and a back pedalling 
brake are features that can be 
helpful to children who lack 
strength and co-ordination. 
Some tricycles can also include 
extra support for the feet and 
trunk. Suppliers include DCS 
jJoncare, tel; 012355238555 


www.dcsjoncare.com, Quest 


88, tel: 01952 463 050, 
www.quest88.com; also try 
WRK tel: 01945 880 014. 
There are some try-out and 
hire centres around the country 
that can give an experience of 
cycling without the cost of 
buying, and can also advise on 
cycle options. These include 
Wheels For All, tel: 0161 745 
9099, Life Cycle Project in 
York, tel: 01904 654 654 or 
Brighton, tel: 01273 542 425, 
www.lifecyclebrighton.com, 
Companion Cycling, tel: 07961 
344 545, www.companion 
cycling.org.uk and London 
Recumbents, tel: 020 8299 6636, 
www.londonrecumbents.co.uk. 
The Disabled Living 
Foundation’s helpline can also 
advise on cycles and cycle 
accessories. Contact them on 
0845 130 9177 or email 
advice@dlf.org.uk. A local 
Disabled Living Centre can 
also advise. Addresses are on 
the Disabled Living Centres 
Council’s website at 
www.dlcc.org.uk 
Lucy Andrews is a senior 
advisor at the DLE 


If you have got a question 
you would like Lucy 
to answer, email editor@ 


disabilitynow.org.uk or post 
it to the usual address. 


CLARKE MOBILITY LTD 


WHEELCHAIR jeaSE LL VEHICLES FOR SALE 


A SMALL SAMPLE OF AVAILABLE STOCK 


2004 51 VW Sharan TDi, Auto by Jubilee, 8,000 miles 
2004 04 Fiat Ducatto JTD Day camper, Tail Lift, 700 miles 

| 2003 53 New Trafic DCi, Air con, Ramp, 11,000 miles 
2003 03 Toyota Previa GLS, Auto, Jubilee, 20,000 miles 

| 2003 03 Caravelle 2.5 TDi, 1 owner, 3,000 miles 

2002 02 Renault Master Versa, 7,000 miles with ramp 

| 2001 51 Zaphira Chairman Elegance, Manual, 23,000 miles 
2001 Y Suzuki Wagon R, Auto, 16,000 miles, 1 owner 
2001 Y VW Caddy Invatravel 1.9, Diesel, P.A.S 
2001 Y Mercedes Sprinter, Drive from wheelchair 
1999 S VW Caravelle VR6, Auto, Hi Top, 21,000 miles 

1998 R Mercedes Sprinter 205D, 44,000 miles, Tail lift 

» 1998 R Ford Courier Chairman, Auto, 11,000 miles 

| 1996 N Serena Chairman 1.6 LX, PAS. 9,000 miles 

| Brotherwood Sharan — Galaxy — Alhambra models. 
Brotherwood Nissan Prairies MK1 & MK2 

| VW Transporters & Caravelles 


£18,995 
£17,995 
£11,750 
£15,495 
£7,995 
£8,995 
£17,995 
Due in 
£9,995 
£6,495 
£7,495 
Choice of 6 
Choice of 7 
Choice of 7 
Choice of 4 
Choice of 10 
Choice of 4 


2 GOOD QUALITY PRIVATE VEHICLES PURCHASED 


Mercedes Vitos 
Kangoo & Berlingo models 
grat & Vanette Cargo models 


£19,995 | 
£19,995 - 
£13,750 Bi 


NEW SALES CENTRE NOW OPEN 


Offering the biggest and widest choice of over 100 
wheelchair accessible vehicles available in the UK Today 


Free demonstration & delivery UK mainland 


Phone Now 01634 243596 — 01622 793079 — 07801 832162 
www.gfclarke.com 
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HI, MY NAME is Clare, am 41. I work 
part-time, my hobbies are going to the 
theatre, eating out, shopping, playing 
bingo, seeks male 39-46 for friendship 
and possible relationship. I have a 
mild learning disability. | am a caring 
person. Greater Manchester area pre- 
ferred. Box no: 315 


1 AM A male in my late 50’s. I have 
borderline cp. I am seeking a female 
companion to attend fetish events in 
London. Other interests include trans- 
port and photography. Box no: 316 


PEUGEOT 807 2.0SE, with Constables 
Carchair system incl hoist and wheel- 
chair for passenger in front. Carries 6 
including wheelchair (3 rows of seats). 
Registered September 2004, pas, e/win- 
dows and e/mirrors, triple sunroofs, 6 
disk CD autochanger, metallic paint, 
rear parking aid, cruise control, roof 
bars and towbar. Only 2,500 miles, 
cost £29,000, asking £23,000 ono. Tel: 
01342 714359 (Crawley, W. Sussex). 


CHAIRMAN NISSAN CARGO 2.3 diesel, 
1996 (N reg), blue. With Gowrings con- 
version incl rear entry wheelchair ramp 
and cut floor conversion which enables 
accommodation for any wheelchair 
user, entry height 60 inches. 4 point tie 
down system for wheelchair, central 
locking, pas, 6 doors, extra heater at 
rear for wheelchair user. Carries $ 
including wheelchair. Excellent condi- 
tion throughout, only one owner from 
new, 17k miles, £4,995. Tel: 0121 449 
9080 or mobile: 07855 355870. 


CHAIRMAN VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 X 
reg (2000) with Gowrings conversion 
incl hydraulic/manual ramp, carries 4 
and wheelchair. Pas, air con, e/win- 
dows, e/mirrors, airbags and ABS 
brakes. MOT expires December, only 
27k miles, £13,995. Tel: 01635 869836 
(Newbury). 


FORD TRANSIT 280 M/R 2.4 Tdi, 
carries Quad bike up to 43” wide. 
Semi high roof. Medium wheel-base, 
pas, Dura shift automatic or 
manual, rear ramps, winch, 6-way 
driver’s seat, rear tinted windows, 
carpets. Braun side lift for separate 
wheelchair access. Single lever 
hand control. Cost £25,674, registered 
April 2004, 2,639 miles, sell £20,000. 
Tel; 01729 822441 (Settle, North 
Yorks). 


MERCEDES V280 AMBIENTE, auto 
1998, Invacare conversion fitted with 
Interbility hydraulic wheelchair 
tail lift. Long MOT, very low 
mileage, service history, fully loaded 
with: 6 leather seats, tables, safe, 
fridge box, CD, air con, twin sun 
roofs, privacy glass, alloys, complete 
with full tie down system for single 
wheelchair. Main dealer maintained 
regardless of cost. Recent full service 
including new tyres. Exceptional 
condition throughout. New vehicle 
forces sale. South of England — view- 
ing can be arranged. £14,995. Tel: 
07851 227674 


TOYOTA HIACE POWERBUS 2.4 diesel, 5 
seats, 3 removable plus wheelchair, 
rear Ricon lift. 28k miles, fsh, regis- 
tered March 1999. One owner, excel- 
lent condition. £6,500 ono. Tel: 01449 
673417 (Suffolk). 


FIAT MULTIPLA 1.9TDI with 
Brotherwood conversion incl lowered 
floor, rear entry, wheelchair up front. 
Registered November 2002, 20k miles, 
metallic blue, fully loaded, full body 
kit and tint. £15,000 ono. Tel: 020 
8599 3675. 


CHAIRMAN FORD ESCORT 1.8 Diesel, 
1992 J Reg, 57k miles, MOT expires 
April 06. Ramp, lowering suspension, 
electric securing belts, includes 2 rear 
seats, excellent condition for year. 
£1,100 ono Tel Glos: 01452 750180 


ROTATING SWIVEL CAR seat with arms 
provided by Gowrings Mobility, used 
only twice. Grey, as new, cost £1,470, 
asking £500 ono. Tel: 01323 843238 
(Hailsham, East Sussex). 


RENAULT KANGOO AUTHENTIQUE 1.2 
Nov 02 reg, 8k miles, manufacturer’s 
warranty, with Constables conversion 
carries driver plus 4 (incl wheelchair). 
Pas, e/windows, fsh, parcel shelf 
above driver, rear extra lighting. 
Sliding side doors and rear barn 
doors. Only one owner, £12,500 new, 
asking £8,500. Car in Southampton. 
Tel: 01803 851819. 


CHAIRMAN CITROEN BERLINGO 1.4, 
Nov 2001 Gowrings conversion, 3 
seats plus wheelchair. Like new, 
only 3300 miles. Bargain at £8,995. 
Tel: 01932 880145 or mob: 07919 
335341. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE MK1 Anniversary 
with Brotherwood conversion. F reg? 
57kmiles. Hi-roof. Rear wheelchair 
access. Refurb 2001. Vgc. MOT May 
06. £2,500. Tel: 01442 866094 (W. 
Herts). 

cont’d pg 40 


&| Mobility |3 


www. MobilityOne.co.uk 


£5 off for one year subscription 


plus a free gift (while stocks 


Pay just £13 for 12 issues (usual price £18) 


You can now pay by Direct Debit. Offer ends on 22.08.05 


Please return this form to Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST NATE1512, Somerset, TA11 6ZA. 


Name: 


Address: 


| enclose a cheque/postal order for £ 


last) 


Tel No: 


Postcode: 


made payable to Disability Now 


| authorise you to charge my Visa _] Mastercard _] Switch} Card No: _J_J_J_J JJ} LL) 
Iss No: (Switch only) ____ Valid from: _]_|/_J_] Expiry date: _]_J/__J_] 


Signature: 


Date: 
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¢ Recruitment (on page 38 to 42) ¢ Holidays (cont’d p39) 


If you have a disability or health 
condition that affects your chances 
of finding or keeping a job, ask 

to see a Disability Employment 
Adviser, based in your local 
Jobcentre Plus office or Jobcentre. 


They can provide: 
e help with finding and keeping a job 
e information on training 


e support with benefit entitlement and 
programmes like New Deal, and 


¢ advice on employing people 
with disabilities. 


S cK 
AIA AS ; : 
| 5 ss information. 
~~) 
say 


TELEPHONE: 
01626 853050 
DAYTIME 


TELEPHONE: 
01803 812291 
EVENINGS 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES 
www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 
THE SOUTH’S BEST SELECTION OF MINI BUSES & CONVERSIONS 


USED/REFURBISHED 
RENAULT, KANGOO 1.6 LTR PETROL Date first registered: 14/11/2003, colour: Green, No. 
seats: 3, No. owners: 1, condition: As new, transmission: automatic, mileage: 13000 
miles, MOT until: 14/11/2006, 5 door, A.B.S, air bag, automatic transmission, balance 
of manufactures warranty, electric reels, full width lightweight ramp, immaculate 
condition inside and out, lowered rear floor for wheelchair access, non-slip flooring, 
one rear saloon seat, power steering, radio/cd, remote central locking, service history, 
twin side doors, electric mirrors, electric windows, alloy wheels. £11,300 


FIAT DOBLO 1.9 JTD TURBO DIESEL Date first registered: 11/11/2004, colour: blue, No. 
seats: 3, No. owners: 1, condition: as new, transmission: manual, mileage: 3000 miles, 
MOT until: 11/11/2007, 5 door, air bag, balance of manufactures warranty, electric 
reels, electric windows, full width lightweight ramp, immaculate condition inside and 
out, lowered rear floor for wheelchair access, non-slip flooring, one rear saloon seat, 
radio/cassette player, remote central locking, service history, single front passenger 
seat, twin side doors. £10,595 


FORD TRANSIT SWB 2.0 TURBO DIESEL Date first registered: 30/04/2002, colour: blue, 

No. seats: 6, No. owners: 2, condition: as new, transmission: 5 speed manual, 
mileage: 3000 miles, MOT until: 29/04/2006, air bag, manual pullout side step, 

central locking, could take 2 wheelchairs, electric wheelchair lift, semi-high roof, 
immaculate condition inside and out, non-slip flooring, power steering, raio/single CD 
player, rear saloon heater, service history, short wheelbase, side load door, 
triple seat to rear, twin front passenger seat. 


£13,250 


VOLKSWAGEN, TRANSPORTER T4 1.9 LTR TURBO DIESEL Date first registered: 27/03/2000, colour: 
blue, No. seats: 4, No. owners: 1, condition: very good, transmission: manual, mileage: 
27,000 miles, RICON CLEARWAY electric wheelchair lift, short wheelbase, side load door, 
single front passenger seat, two rear saloon passenger seats, could take 2 wheelchairs, 
non-slip flooring, power steering, radio/cassette player, service history. £9,995 
2001 VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER SWB 2.5TDi TURBO DIESEL 5 seater, automatic, 

24,000 miles, hand controls, electric park brake, swivel base driver seats, full width 
lightweight ramp, non-slip flooring, power steering, Q Straint W/C securing system, 
side load door, two rear saloon passenger seats. £11,500 
2000 (X) SUZUKI WAGON R LOWERED FLOOR 1.3 Ltr PETROL Silver, 2 seats, automatic, 5 door, 
C/L, full width lightweight ramp, non-slip flooring, PAS, twin side doors. £6,300 


2001 (Y) RENAULT MASTER SWB 2.2 Ltr DIESEL Blue, manual, could take 2 wheelchairs, 
full width lightweight ramp, non-slip flooring, PAS, short wheelbase, side load door, 
twin front passenger seat, two rear saloon passenger seats. £11,700 
2003 PEUGEOT BOXER SWB 2.0 HDI7 seats, manual, 21,000 miles, balance of manufacturers 
warranty, could take 2 wheelchairs, immaculate condition inside and out, non-slip 
flooring, option 9 seater W/C access at additional cost, side load door, twin front 
passenger seat, wheelchair access including restraints, safety belts & ramps, 
wheelchair access, telescopic ramps, full width ramp. £11,950 
2002 (02) FIAT SCUDO COMBI 2.0 JTD 4 seats, manual, 14,000 miles, air con, elec windows, 
balance of manufacturers warranty, elec reels, elec windows, full width lightweight ramp, 
lowered rear floor for wheelchair access, non-slip flooring, PAS, twin side doors. £13,250 


MANY MORE VEHICLES EXPECTED IN NEXT 2 WEEKS 


Various Mini-Buses and Wheelchair access in stock 
and ready to go. Phone for details 


jul 


Contact your local Jobcentre Plus 
Office or Jobcentre for further 


www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk 


<<7s% 


X choice 


Mercedes Benz V Class 230. Ramps , 
Chrysler Grand Voyager Diesel. Low floor, low mileage 
Chrysler Grand Voyage Entervan. Drive from wheelchair 
Citroen Dispatch 1.9D. Lowered floor, ramp & 5 seats 
Renault Traffic 1.9D. Ramp. Rear seats, Very nice 
| Choice of 5 Vauxhall Agilas Low floor wheelchair accessible 
Renault Kangoos with low floor & rear seats from 
P Citroen Dispatch 1.9D. Lowered floor & rear seats 


one 


Including Jobcentres and 
social security offices 


lux trim etc 


| SIchoice Renault Kangoos diesels.Low floor & fold out ramps 
X Volkswagen Diesel Transporter. Ramp & rear seats 
02 choice Renault Kangoos.Lowered floor & rear passenger seats 
51 Volkswagen Transporter D. Chairlift and rear seats 
03 choice Renault Kangoos. Lowered floor & rear seats | 
p 03 Mercedes Vaneo Auto .Fully automated ramp/tailgate 4 
02 Chrysler Grand Voyager Diesel, Low floor lux MPV | 
i 53 Toyota Powerbus Access Liff Diesel. As totally new t 
53 Renault Kangoo. Low floor and rear seats. Choice y 
53 Mercedes Vaneo 1.6 Auto. Loweted floor . 4 seats. & 
54 Fiat Doblo Hi Roof Diesels.5 seats , wheelchair access i 
} 04 Renault Kangoo . Low floor rear seats, As new fi 
| 02 Mercedes V Class Auto. Ambiente low floor + leather | 
x Mercedes V Class 220CDi . Ramps .Luxury MPV a 
51 Volkswagen Caddy SE Low floor 4 seats. Aircon : 
All available on our Low or NO DEPOSIT Mobility Finance plans ; 
brochures : information : finance quotations : advice i 
aerate F 
f*sMotability 01215022252 | 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 
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STARE re 


Back rests also available separately 
A FULL RANGE OF TRIKES FROM 
CHILD TO ADULT AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES. FOR YOUR NEAREST 
DEALER OR MORE INFORMATION: 
TEL: 01622 815 678 
info@missioncycles.co.uk 
View the full range at 


www.missioncycles.co.uk 


Mobility Batteries Top 
Specification competitive 
prices. Tel: 01773520033, 

Fax: 01773520566 


icni 
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Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 


Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


guct® Extra Strong Playpens. 
AN Extra Large Stairgates. 
we Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


sae 


DISCLAIMER — DN is not responsible 
for claims made in the adverts it prints. 
Readers are advised to check claims 
with advertisers before relying on them. 


Disabled & Carers English Coastal Holidays 
Spaciously built for quadriplegic owner. Ceiling 
hoists Elec hi/lo beds Shower/toileting chairs etc. 
Luxury flat all mod cons stunning sea/mountain 
views Heysham, Morecambe Bay. Sleeps 6-10 
Caravan on sheltered site, balcony, pool complex, 
Fishing boating lake. Filey Yorkshire Sleeps 4-6 
Call Allan or Jan 01274 588142 for brochures 


Fully adapted gold star caravan 

for hire on a popular family site 

in Burnham on Sea. Fishing lake 
onsite. Tel: 0117 9513193 


PAIGNTON, DEVON 
Six Berth wheelchair 
accessible caravan within a 
mile of the beach. Site facilities 
include club, indoor and 
outdoor pools, sauna, steam 
room, children’s play area. 
Tel. Devon ASBAH on 01803 
522256 — www.dasbah.com 
Now taking bookings for 2006 


www.ineedaholidaytoo.com 
Accessible and supported 
holidays for disabled people in 
France. Contact Jacqui Alban 
0033 (0)2 96 91 55 97 


10 MINUTES 
FROM DISNEYLAND 


Florida villa owned by 
paraplegic. Sleeps up to 12, 
fully accessible and large. 
King size bed with ensuite 
bathroom. we and wheel-in 
shower. Large pool with water 
operated seat for a disabled 
person. A holiday you can take 
with confidence. Contact John 


Gillett on: 01805 601147. 


WORLD ACCESS TRAVEL.COM 
“Opening up the world for people with disabilities” 
We tailor holidays to your requirements, wherever you wish to 

travel & have a range of “ready made” vacations in Europe to 
meet your needs. See our web site: www.world-access-travel.com 
or contact us by e mail, phone or letter! 
World Access Travel.Com, 10 Oaklands Business Park, 
Ferndale, CF43 4UG. Email: info@world-access-travel.com; 
tel: 01.443.732625. 


Cornwall - Nr Truro. 

2 newly converted barns on small 
family farm. Fully wheelchair accessible. 
Ensuite bedrooms. Sleeps up to 6. For 
details contact Esme Eyles 01726 
883240 or www.treworgansfarm.co.uk 


Central Devon: 3 comfortable 
ground floor manor farmhouse 
apartments, M2 wheelchair 
accessible. Picturesque, peaceful 
situation, on-site coarse fishing. 
Half mile Crediton, 8 miles 
Exeter. No smoking/pets. Ideal 
holiday base. %«v«vevs Graded. 
Tel: 01363 772684, 
www.creedymanor.com 


HARTGROVE FARM, DORSET 
Award winning holiday cottages on 
working farm. A really lovely holiday for 
disabled guests and their families. 
Glorious countryside and views. Logfires, 
C.H. mobile hoist and other equipment. 

Tel: 01747 811830 
email: cottages@hartgrovefarm.co.uk 
www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


The Algarve, Portugal 


Small hotel owned and run by English 
family. Home from home. Happy and 
friendly. Home cooked food. Diets 
catered for. All bedrooms en-suite. 
Our own swimming pool and grass 
bowling green. Golfing bookings can 
be made. We are fully equipped for 
wheelchair users, their families and 
friends. Met at Faro airport. For 
brochures and flights with A.T.O.L. 
agents, tel: 00 351 289 396589, tel UK: 01 
895 471 631, fax: 00 351 289 394924, 


An idyllic & peaceful cumbria beauty spot. 
The Tranquil Otter. Lux lodges with sauna 
& whirlpool bath/hot-tub, logburner. All 


lakeside position with picture book views. 
Outstanding w/c accessible lodges, paths, 
shops etc. Wheely Boat! 01228 576661. 
www.thetranquilotter.co.uk 
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INDEPENDENT 


LLVLN® 
® 


PERSONAL 
ASSISTANCE 


SERVICES ALTERNATIVES 


DO YOU NEED HELP TO RECRUIT 
PERSONAL ASSISTANTS? 


ILA’s Personal Assistance Services can take away the stress 
of recruiting your own PAs. ILA has 15 years experience 
of promoting the rights of disabled people to live 
independently and can provide you with PAs to support 


you in all aspects of your everyday life. 


PA Services has established a network of PAs for PA 
Users in London. ILA provide disabled people with a 
comprehensive and flexible recruitment support package 
at a reasonable cost. 


Contact: Independent Living Alternatives, Trafalgar 


House, Grenville Place, London, NW7 3SA 
T: 020 8906 9265 F: 020 8959 1910 


E: lorraine@ILAnet.co.uk W: www.I|LAnet.co.uk 


Registered Charity No: 802198 


a 


Action on Disability and Development 
Working with disabled people for positive change 
European Union fundraiser/contracts manager 


ADD has a vision of a world where all disabled people are able to 
participate as fully as they choose at every level of society. 


ADD is an international development agency, working in 12 of the poorest 
countries of Africa and Asia, to facilitate the work of disabled people’s 
organisations fighting for the rightful inclusion of disabled people in society. 


| We're flexible. 


Locality Manager 


Up to £33,000 pa 


At the forefront of the social model of disability, 
we believe in going out of our way to provide the 
best possible services — we make sure our people 
have everything they need to do a great job and 
provide the highest standards of client care. 

In a recent Audit Commission report, we were 
given a rating of ‘excellent’, and are now seeking 
an outstanding professional to be part of our 


ongoing success. 


Leading our services for adults with learning 
disabilities, you'll benefit from the progress we’ve 


With previous management experience in social care, 
health or a related field, you'll have a good track 
record of meeting the needs of vulnerable people. 
It’s also important that you thrive under pressure, 
and combine analytical flair with commercial know- 
how. In return, you can look forward to great 
professional challenges and prospects, 

as well as exceptionally flexible working hours. 


For informal enquiries call Derrick Biggs 
on 01480 375577. 


already made while taking us even further ahead. 


You'll manage a large team that’s responsible for a 

wide and varied caseload — at any given time, there 
may be as many as 200 cases underway, and these 
could cover any number of different issues. Enabling 
everyone to do the best possible job, you'll see to it 
that any problems are promptly resolved, also taking 


Closing date: 1 September 2005. 


To apply visit our website 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk or email 
cambridgeshire.direct@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
or call 0845 045 5210. 


on a range of budgetary and strategic responsibilities. 
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Cambridgeshire 
County Council 


Making equality a reality 


FOCUS Research & Marketing Ltd 


We have 160 staff, of whom 23 are based in our fully accessible UK office 
in Somerset. 


We now seek a committed and experienced person to raise funds from the 
European Union; to manage EU contracts, developing systems where 
appropriate; and to research new institutional funding sources. Some UK 
and international travel is likely to be required. Salary £22- £24K p.a., 
depending on experience. 


ADD’s policy is to recruit suitably skilled disabled people. People from Asian 
or African ethnic origins are also encouraged to apply. 


For an application pack go to www.add.org.uk or email: 
tracy.mead@add.org.uk; tel: 01373 473064, fax: 01373 452075 

or ADD, Vallis House, 57 Vallis Road, Frome, Somerset, BA11 3EG. 
ADD intends that this process is fully inclusive. 

Any reasonable adjustments will be made, including the 

provision of information in alternative formats. 

Closing date 26 Aug 2005; interviews week of 19 Sept 2005. 
Charity no: 294860 


NORMANDY FRANCE 


Magnificent farm house peacefully 
situated in glorious countryside. Sleep up to 
13. 6 bedrooms. 4 bathrooms. Ground floor 
fully accessible with large en suite bedroom. 

W.C. Bath. Wheel in shower. Mobile hoist. 
Private gardens with heated swimming pool 
Discounts ferries and small parties. 
Beautiful, unspoilt beaches 25 mins. 
Tel: 01747 812019. 

Fax: 01747 811066. 

Email: smart @ hartgrovefarm.co.uk 
Web: www.normandyfarmhouses.co.uk 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617 
www.penroseburden.co.uk 


Brittany Cottage to let. 


Good access to beaches. 
Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 499220. 
www.brimartravel.co.uk 


Adapted for wheelchair use. 
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Professional Freelance Appointment Setting. 


Telemarketers required to WORK FROM HOME calling business 
to business for the Accountancy industry. 

At Focus we are looking for experienced cold callers with a professional and pleasant 
telephone manner (a ‘non-pushy’ approach is vital) to work with a highly respected 
industry on flexible, yet dedicated basis. Long terms contracts available. 

Your own internet ready PC is required 
£40 Payment is made for each attended appointment — 

Telephone Malcolm on 01604 879999 for more information 


Email: malcolm@focusltd.co.uk 


TEL / FAX : (01604) 879999 Web: www.focusitd.co.uk 
Parley Pole, Towcester Road, Milton Malsor, Northants, NN7 3AE 


=N 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available for rent. 
Reasonable rates. If you are looking for peace and quiet, 
warm weather, good food and wine, this is the place for 
you. Call or fax Ed Passant on 01233 731 097 or e-mail: 


ed.passant@mail.com web: www.accessholidays.com 


¢ Accommodation 


Accessible or adapted property to sell or let? 


Searching for accessible or adapted property? 
The Accessible Property Register 
‘Bringing accessible property into the 
mainstream’. Tel: 0114 2307058, web: 
www.accessible-property.org.uk 


DEADLINE 


Disability Now September 2005 pub- 
lished 27 August. Classified deadlines: 
Booking: 12 August. Copy: 16 August. 
DN Extra September 2005 published 

10 September. Classified deadlines: 
Booking and copy: 31 August. 


DISCLAIMER — DN is not 
responsible for claims made 
in the adverts it prints. 


Readers are advised to check 
claims with advertisers 
before relying on them. 
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CHAIRMAN RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 
Alize, W reg, 18k miles, air con, pas, 
remote locking. Gowring’s conversion 
includes ramp, drop floor, electric 
inertia belts, one rear seat. Fsh, only 2 
owners, excellent condition, £6,495 
ono. Tel: 020 8947 4030 (Wimbledon). 


FIAT FIORINO 1.4 with wheelchair 
conversion incl electric winch and fold 
down ramp, seats 4 and wheelchair. $ 
reg (1998), 22k miles, full MOT, one 
owner from new, £4,100 ono. Tel: 
07971 558619 (Birmingham). 


CHAIRMAN AUSTIN METRO 1.0, small 
and economic. Full MOT, carries 2 
plus wheelchair, E reg, only 13,500 
miles. £400 ono. Tel: 01543 276828 
(Cannock, Staffs). 


VW VAN 2.5, fsh, ideal for wheelchair 
users and family. Sits driver plus 5 
others and wheelchair. R reg, 28k 
miles (next service 30k miles), MOT 
expires July ’06. Air con, Cd, immo- 
biliser, alarm. £4,500 ono (open for 
offers). Tel: 07921 128336 (mobile 


always on). 


FORD TRANSIT VAN 2.0 Tdi S reg, 51k 
miles, full MOT. Wheelchair conver- 
sion incl RICON tail-lift, four point 
webbing system, sliding side door, 3 
front seats, 3 seats at rear with space 
for wheelchair. Only 2 owners from 
new, fsh, in very good condition. 
£7,500 ono. Tel: 0114 2490991. 


SUZUKI WAGON R 1999 1.0 V reg, 31k 
miles, full MOT, with Jubilee wheel- 
chair conversion incl ramp at rear, 
carries 3 incl driver and wheelchair 
user. Only one owner from new, in 
very good condition, £3,000 ono. Tel: 
01285 851460 (Glos). 


CHAIRMAN RENAULT KANGOO 1.4, only 
4k miles, registered Christmas 
02.Gowrings conversion includes low- 
ered floor with drop down ramp. 
Carries 3 plus wheelchair, air con, 
pas. In excellent condition, £9,995. 
Tel: 01842 828280. 


1999 VW CARAVELLE VR6 GI 2.8 
petrol, dragon metallic green. 
Wheelchair sits clamped by Unwin 
Easilock Clamps in front passenger 
seat position. Side RICON underfloor 
lift, fsh, air con and pas, abs, radio 
cassette. In good condition, £7,995 
ono. Tel: 01633 400864 (Chepstow). 


RENAULT SCENIC 1.6 Sport Alize, X 
reg, auto clutch, air con, 2 sun roofs, 
e/windows, alloys, 43k miles. £4,750. 
Tel Bob: 01438 747160 (Stevenage). 


FIAT MULTIPLA 1.6 EXL, silver grey, 
only 14 months’ old with Brotherwood 
conversion (side by side) incl front pas- 
senger space for wheelchair and access 
at rear via ramp. 2 seats in back (one 
folding and one fixed). Pas, air con, 
e/windows and e/mirrors, Fiat 3 year 
assist guarantee. Only 6k miles and 
one owner, £16,900 ono, willing to 
deliver. Tel: 07767 433913 (London). 


TURNY ELECTRIC SWIVEL car seat lift. 


Cost £2,000 only 2 months’ ago, ask- 
ing £1,000. Tel: 020 8856 3352. 


VW CAMPERVAN 14 Special 1.9Tdi 
high top, white, T reg (2000), 65k 
miles. Air vent, curtains, wardrobes, 
CD player, fridge, cooker/grill, elec- 
tric hook up, sink, 4 berth, wheelchair 
clamps, rear seat belts and wheelchair 
belts. Carries 5 plus wheelchair user. 
Full MOT, only 2 owners from new. 
Conversion in 2002, RICON lift 
installed in 2003, economical and in 
very good condition, FVWSH, 
£13,500 ono. Tel: 07939 682565 
(Wirral). 


CHAIRMAN RENAULT KANGOO 1.5 Dci, 
diesel, registered ’03 with Gowrings 
conversion incl lightweight ramp, 
electric reels for wheelchair. Carries 4 
including wheelchair with fixed seat 
at rear. Pas, central locking, fsh, only 
2 owners from new and 17k miles, 
£10,250 ono. Tel: 01884 840831 
(Devon/Somerset border) or mobile: 
07974 246472. 
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¢ Recruitment (on page 38 to 42) 


Sheffield City Council 


SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 


Physical Disability and Sensory Impairment 


Community Support Manager (Post ref: SSD100) 
£29004 - £31557 


Physical Disability and Sensory Impairment Service 


Are you looking for a new and exciting challenge? If so, Sheffield City Council is a forward thinking and progressive authority who provide 
the services and service improvements that Sheffield’s citizens need, while offering the best value for money. 


This year we received an ‘Excellent’ overall rating from the Audit Commission - putting us in the top 18% of councils in the country. We 
also won Council of the Year at the prestigious LGC (Local Government Chronicle) Awards. This was in recognition to improvements in 
both Council services and the regeneration of Sheffield itself. The service has a proven track record of partnership and participation and 


we are looking for a manager who shares these values. 


An experienced leader and change manager is required to implement and refine the service strategy in line with the Social Care outcomes 
of the 2005 Government Green Paper on the future of social care for adults in England “Independence, Well-being and Choice”. The 
service consists of 2 community based teams and | resource centre with a focus on promoting Social Inclusion, providing social, 
emotional and functional rehabilitation, providing respite services and support to family carers. 


The successful candidate will be a member of the senior management team for the Physical Disability and Sensory Impairment Service and 
will be expected to contribute to continuous service and performance improvements for this discrete but diverse service. 


We particularly welcome applications from disabled people, and ethnic minority communities as they are under-represented in this area 
of work: Sections 48(1)b of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 and 38(1)b of the Race Relations Act 1976 apply. 


The successful candidate will be required to complete a Criminal Records Bureau Check inline with Section | 15 of the Police Act 1997. 


For an informal discussion please contact Viv Williams, tel 0114 273 4898. 


Closing date 5th August. Interview date | 9th August. 
The selection process will cover the whole day. 

Application forms and further details are available from Social 
Services Human Resources — please telephone the Recruitment 
Line 0114 273 5110 quoting the relevant Advert Number. 
Alternatively complete a form on-line at jobs.sheffield.gov.uk. 
or e-mail forms to socialservjobs@sheffield.gov.uk. 

Please note forms cannot be collected in person. 


jobs.sheffield.gov.uk 


OM!) 


SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
PASSENGER TRANSPORT 


FYEFCUTIUVE 


Working in partnership with the four South Yorkshire District 
Councils of Barnsley, Doncaster, Rotherham and Sheffield, local 
public transport operators and many South Yorkshire organisations, 
the South Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive is responsible for 
securing and promoting the best possible public transport 
network for the South Yorkshire community. 


Through our commitment to providing equal opportunities we intend 
to be an organisation that embraces and encourages diversity and is 
positive about employing disabled people. 


All vacancies are advertised on our website at: www.sypte.co.uk and 
within local newspapers, alternatively you can call the Human 
Resources Department on 0114 2211218 for information. 


Benefits include a flexible working hours scheme, 26 days holiday 
per year, a company final salary based pension scheme and a free 
countywide TravelMaster providing unlimited bus, tram and rail 
travel throughout South Yorkshire. 
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Excellence 


The Transport Executive is striving to become an exemplar 
Equality and Diversity Employer 


Awarded for excellence INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


Sheffield 


City Council 


¢ Forthcoming events 


About cerebral palsy. 


For disabled people achieving equality. 


FORTHCOMING EVENT 
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - 29TH OCTOBER 2005 


FREE LEGAL ADVICE ON: 


Clinical Negligence 

Wills and Trusts — (Living Wills) 
Savings vs Benefits 

Mental Capacity Act 


Come and meet the experts and have your 
questions answered. 


SCOPE LONDON COMMUNITY TEAM 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 1 CROWN OFFICE 
ROW AND FOOT ANSTEY SOLICITORS... 


...-are holding an event at the Inner Temple 
in London for parent/carers and 


s at ABOy, 
adults with cerebral palsy. S¢@ Ys 
ay; 2 
o g 
More information to follow. 2/5 4y\> 


Scope is a registered charity no 208231 


If you would like to register your interest in this event 
please call Rebecca D’Souza on 020 7619 7164 or email 
rebecca.d’souza@scope.org.uk 


SS Sign the equality pledge at www.timetogetequal.org.uk 
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FIAT FIORINO 1.7, Diesel, Motability 
conversion, N reg, 4 seat, ramp, 
power steering, economical, manual 
gearbox, all seat belts, tough and 
eager, 118k miles. Recent clutch. 
£2,750 ono. Tel: 0797 957 8166. 


° Wheelchairs/scoot 


STERLING SAPPHIRE 4-WHEEL electric 
scooter with charger. With front and 
rear lights, front basket and rear stor- 
age. Used only a couple of times, sale 
due to bereavement. £550 ono. Tel 
after 6 pm: 020 7687 0752. 


Social Care and Health 


User Involvement 
Development Officer 
Physical and Sensory Disabilities 
Salary Range: £22,512 to £24,000 per annum 


We want an enthusiastic and energetic person to facilitate the 

involvement of people with physical or sensory disabilities in the 
planning, monitoring and development of Social Care and Health 
Services in Tameside. 


Empowering disabled people 


Age Concern Bournemouth and Disability Wessex, both user-led organisations, have been 
contracted by Bournemouth Social Services to provide information, advice and support on 
Direct Payments to potential and existing Direct Payments recipients in Bournemouth. 
The new service will promote Independent Living, choice and control over how people 
direct the support they receive and assist people to employ personal assistants. 


Direct Payments Officer 


37 hours a week, salary £18,450-£20,295 a year plus 5% pension contribution. 
Based in Bournemouth, 1 year contract with possibility of renewal. 


A dynamic person is needed to set up and run the new Direct Payments Support Service. 
You will need to be able to lead a team of DP Officers/Assistants. 


You will need knowledge of employment/personnel issues and/or the Direct Payments system. 
You will need to have excellent inter-personal skills, be able to organise and facilitate 
groups and workshops and be good at networking and awareness-raising. Ideally you 
will have personal experience of using Direct Payments. 


DMA DAYS MEDICAL Strider midi 
scooter with charger, 4 wheel model, 
just over a year old. Max speed 4 
mph, max range 20 miles, 23 stone 
max weight. Front, rear lights and 
indicators, kerb climbers and anti- 
wheel tippers. Black and silver, with 
basket, puncture proof tyres, 
adjustable steering column. With 
operating manual, in vgc, £950 ono. 
Tel or text: 0774 9250719 (Luton). 


You will: 


* Create and support service user networks and forums. 
* Help service users develop their influencing skills. 
* Keep service users informed. 
¢ Work with managers to open up decision making structures to 
service user participation. 


Deputy Direct Payments Officer (Part-time) 


You will need: 18.5 hours a week, salary £8,427 a year plus 5% pension contribution. 


Based in Bournemouth, 1 year contract with possibility of renewal. 


You will need knowledge of employment/personnel issues &/or the Direct Payments system. 
You will need to have excellent inter-personal skills and be able to organise and facilitate 
groups and workshops. 


Both DP Officers will need to be able to get around the conurbation to make home visits etc. 


Direct Payments Assistant (Part-time) 
25 hours a week, salary £9,282 a year plus 5% pension contribution. 
Based in Bournemouth, 1 year contract, with possibility of renewal. 


You will be providing initial advice and support by telephone for clients and 
administering the DP Support Service. You will need to have knowledge or be willing and 
able to learn rapidly about the Direct Payments system and good telephone manner, 
organisational and administrative skills. 

This post will be office-based. 

For details and an application pack please ring Disability Wessex on 

01202 589999 or e-mail admin@disabilitywessex.org.uk 

Applications from disabled people are encouraged for all the posts. 

Closing date: 15nd August, 11am. 
Interviews: w/c 22nd August. 


Company No: 4404585 
Registered Charity No: 1095424 


* Commitment to the empowerment of disabled people. 
¢ Group work and training skills. 
¢ The ability to work confidently with a wide range of service users 
and professionals. 
* Knowledge and experience of consultation methods. 
¢ An understanding of Social Care and Health provision. 


DMA 3 WHEEL electric scooter, Tinto 
model range 8 miles, will fit into car 
boot, includes battery and charger. 
Vgc, no longer required as have an 
electric wheelchair. £3,950 ono. Please 
tel: 01487 824601 (Huntingdon area). 


Access to Work support may be available to assist a disabled 
person to do the job. 


For an informal discussion about the post, please contact 
Sandy Parkinson - Team Manager, Service Development on 
Voice 0161 370 1179; Fax 0161 370 1183 or Minicom: 
0161 301 2490 or e-mail sandy.parkinson@tameside.gov.uk 


TILT AND FOLD Tendercare pushchair, 
Applications in audio or BSL formats are welcome. 4 years old, very little use. With user 
manual and instruction booklet. Cost 
£900 new, £350 ono. Tel: 01628 


521149 (High Wycombe area). 


The full application pack and an on-line application form 

are available at www.tameside.gov.uk Alternatively please 
email tmbcjobs@tameside.gov.uk quoting reference number 
CH106, or contact the HR Recruitment team on 0161 342 2117 


(24 hour answering service). Minicom: 0161 342 2283. PRIDE MOBILITY, JAZZY 1120 electric 


wheelchair with power elevating seat. 
With charger, variable speed settings 
with kerb climber. In vgc, £700 ono. Tel: 
01454 250851 (can deliver Bristol area). 


Closing date for applications: - 
12th August 2005. EAB OY, ‘ ~y 
S. 
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Tameside is an equal opportunity employer. “Osage iS 


ACTION AND RIGHTS OF 
DISABLED PEOPLE IN NEWHAM 


Are seeking to appoint a disabled person as our 
Benefits/Advocacy Worker. 
30 Hours Per Week 


Scale $01.29 (£20,095 inc L/W) 


The successful candidate will be responsible for setting 
up, maintaining and publicising this new service. 

The person will support disabled people by ensuring 
maximisation of benefits and provide a holistic 
advocacy service — a good knowledge of the benefits 
system and advocacy is essential. 


BALDER FINESSE F290 electric pow- 
ered wheelchair, sit-to-stand model. 
With charger, up to 34 kilometres on 
full charge, up to 10 kmh max speed. 
Chin or hand controlled, seat size 18 “ 
x 20”.Willing to deliver. £5,000 ono. 
Tel: 07767 433913 (London). 


5 Tameside 
eesco) Fareed Metropolitan Borough 


"An excellent council" 


Getting Closer to Communities 


SHOPRIDER AND WHISPER scooters. 
Shoprider TE889A, hardly used with 
battery charger. Max speed 10 mph, 
with basket, indicators and lights 
£780 ono. Whisper, only 1 year old, 
max speed 10 mph, battery, indica- 
tors, for use indoors and outdoors, 
37” long, anti-tipper wheels at rear. 
£390 ono. Full instruction manuals for 
both scooters. Tel evening: 01322 


529820 (scooters in Peckham). 
Holton Lee provides Disability Arts opportunities and events B27 BZD PRO OTE Lae 
on a 350 acre estate on the shores of Poole Harbour, Dorset This post is funded by the London Borough of Newham, 


Social Services Department until March 31st 2007. 


MOBILITY THREE WHEEL, red, e-mob 
889 scooter, class 3 vehicle, cost 
£3,959, sell £2,000 ono (new model). 
Tel: 01935 426047 (Yeovil). Trade. 


Due to expansion we have a vacancy for a 


Disability Arts Administrator 


The post will be supported by the Development Manager 
and Arts Assistant in developing the arts, and in particular 
Disability Arts, at Holton Lee. The post will also benefit from 
a dedicated mentoring and training programme. 


Action and Rights are striving to be an Equal 
Opportunities Employer. 


Closing Date: Friday 26th August 2005 
Applications received after 59m will not be considered 


¢ Household/Family 


BATHKNIGHT BATH AID (as advertised 
on TV). Only 14 months’ old. Offers 
in excess of £300. Email: 


For an application pack please contact: 


Ali Safder, Action and Rights of Disabled People in 
Newham, c/o Community Links, 105 Barking Road, 
Canning Town, London E16 4HQ. Tel: 020 7473 9655 


e-mail: actionandrights@btconnect.com 


Drclewer@aol.com 


PINE COT MADE by Cotswold Cots 
takes 3ft mattress. Cost £800, accept 
£225. Tel: 01502 717607 (Lowestoft). 


This is a new post and an exciting opportunity for someone 
with an interest in contemporary visual arts to embark 
upon a career in arts administration. 


BATHMASTER XTRA RECLINING bath 


a 


nism. Easily removed and replaceable 


We are actively encouraging applications from a disabled ace 2 lift. Four positions, separates into 2 
on parts for easy lifting and carrying. 
eal - Newham Built in safety battery backup mecha- 


7 washable covers. Maximum user 


e COy 
Please contact Holton Lee on 01202 625562 a a 
or e-mail admin@holtonlee.co.uk > re 


www.holtonlee.co.uk Vey rw SEND US YOUR SMALLS. ua 


...and make a big impression. Small ads 
PERSONAL ADS in DN reach over 60,000 people for just £9 


For personal ads, submit about 25 words a line. All small ads must be paid for in 


weight 22 stone. Used once and still 
boxed. £300 Tel: 01793 726899. 


CRAFTMATIC 3' 6" BED, less than a year 
old, rise/recline for head/feet, with 
vibration function for back. Hardly 
used, cost £2,000 new, asking £800 
ono. Tel: 02380 444957 (Southampton). 


RENAISSANCE WALK IN bath, 4ft 1” 
long, 2ft 2” wide & 2ft 11.5” high, 
colour white, door left hand fitting, 
thermostatic valve and mixer taps. 


advance. If you want to advertise, please 


use the form provided. Send it with a 
£10 payable to Disability Now with your cheque for the total to Disability Now, 6 


ad. This is to help cover our costs. Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


and send a cheque or postal order for 


Only used for 11 months, cost new 
£4800, will consider any offers around 
£2500. Please contact Alexis on 020 
8358 7280 for further information or 
Email: ahemington@retailtrust.org.uk 
cont’d pg 42 
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Nis* forums 


14th-15th October 2005 


The Business Design Centre, Islington, London 


www.forum3.co.uk 


THE x28: TIMES 
PUBLIC AGENDA 


forum3 in partnership with Ae 
charitypeople 


disabilitynow 


Live how YOU want to... 


ENA provide specialist “live-in” care, tai- 
lored 
to the individual needs of our clients. 


¢ Retain your independence in the comfort of your own 
home with ‘one-to-one’ help 


* All of our Carers/Personal Assistants undergo our own 
training programme before being placed with a client 


| © 24 hour/7 day ‘back up’ 


. Established 10 years in London and 
™, the Home Counties... 
Give us a call on 08456 442294 London & Home 


Counties 
Alternatively, take a look at our website 
WwWw.ena.co.uk 


Enable Enterprises’ Select is a leading online disability shop offering 
projects which can not be found elsewhere. From adult bibs and feeding 
aprons with sleeves to swimming jackets, hats and verruca socks. 

Come and visit our online shop. 
www.enableenterprises.com/select or phone 0800 358 8484. 


¢ Accommodation =~ 
SOUTH TENERIFE LUXURY ground floor 


1 bedroom apartment, fully furnished, 
sale by wheelchair-user. Large sunny 
garden terrace, quiet modern residen- 
tial complex. 200 metres sea, 15 min- 
utes airport. Apt and complex com- 
pletely access friendly, wide range of 
amenities in easy reach. £95,000. Ring 
for further information and photos: 
0161 799 4262 or mob: 07970 567757. 


THREE BED BUNGALOW, newly 
refurbished, wheelchair accessible. All 
lowered units in kitchen, garden 
all around property, remote control 
garage door plus off street parking 
for 4 cars. Situated in South 
Sittingbourne, Kent. Schools, shop- 
ping, library, supermarket and doc- 
tors within a mile, local shops walk- 
ing distance. £265,000. Tel: 01795 
470877. 


The UK's leading recruitment, volunteering and 
training event or the not-for-profit / public sector. 


Visit www.forum3.co.uk for your FREE ticket 
or call the forum3 hotline on 020 7299 8702 


Meet 150 leading charities, housing associations, arts 

organisations, local government and other nfp organisations 
™ 1000s of jobs and volunteering opportunities 

= Over 60 career development seminars 

Specialist fundraising recruitment zone 

m CV advice 


TASTEFULLY EXTENDED, DETACHED 
house, centrally heated and double 
glazed. 4 bedrooms, with separately 
contained ground floor bedroom with 
bathroom en suite. Flat front garden 
and stepped rear garden with ramped 
access to two patio areas. Off road 
parking, close to schools, doctors and 
local shops. Beautiful rear views from 
house. Situated in a small village, 15 
minutes drive from M1 motorway, 6 
miles from Sheffield Centre, buses 
within 100 metres of front door and 
tram service a mile and a half away. 
No chain, £199,950 or email: nr.turn- 
er@tiscali.co.uk. Tel: 0114 286 3585. 


¢ Wanted a: 
DIESEL RUN QUOVIS, wheelchair acces- 


sible for driver and hand controls. Any 
price considered. Tel: 02392 618582. 


POOL HOIST WANTED must be in good 
working order. Tel: 01970 828806. 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and 
want to place a classified advertisement (not Personal 


The UK's leading Not-For-Profit Recruitment Event 


CONDITIONS 


Disability Now maintains the 
right to amend or withdraw 
linage adverts without prior 
notice. All adverts must 
comply with the British Code 
of Advertising Practice. 

Telephone numbers and 
addresses will not be placed 
in personal adverts, for 
confidentiality. Instead, Box 
numbers will be provided. 
Likewise, telephone numbers 
and addresses will not be 
given out over the telephone 
if requested. 

Box Numbers can be 
requested for non-personal 
adverts. However, it may 
limit the response to it. If 
you want to advertise docu- 
ments, goods or services 
contact Patrick Durham- 
Matthews tel: 020 7619 7320, 
fax: 020 7619 7331. 

Linage adverts can only be 
used by private individuals. 
All commercial enquiries 
must be addressed to 
Richard Gresham (see 
contact details above). 

DN cannot accept 
responsibility for loss or 
damage of adverts or letters 
during forwarding. It is the 
responsibility of the 
advertiser to check the 
content of their advert, and 
to ensure any abbreviations 
cannot be misunderstood. 


adverts). Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to allow 


nooo - - - 
i 
i 
I 
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Linage styles 


EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. 
Cost: £9 per line. Tick box below. 


a space between words. Use each space in the line even 
if you have to split words at the end. 


EXAMPLE OF 
semi-display linage advert. Cost: £9 
per line plus £10. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 


— 


box linage advert. Cost: £9 per line 
plus £20. Tick box below. 


| 
| 


Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, 
daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to 
Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary CD Standard linage advert 


. Semi-display linage advert 


: ‘ : ; ; ; G) Box linage advert 
p_ON reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. = = 
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Up for grabs 43 


LOOK GOOD — FEEL GOOD 


|e the i 
organisers of Xe, — 


The Essential Beauty : 
& Body show, are be 


giving away 20 pairs - 
of tickets to DN , ; 
readers, worth Toma 

£6.50 each. ek a p 200 

The Essential Beauty & Body show takes place on 17 and 
18 September at the Brentwood Centre, Brentwood, Essex. 

The show will include beauty products and procedures, 
surgical and non-surgical treatments, educational seminars, 
fashion and lifestyle products. 

You will be able to meet some of the country’s leading 
cosmetics surgeons and beauty consultants, sample the latest 
beauty innovations, discover the latest beauty treatments and 
have a fun-filled day getting pampered by the Virgin Vie team 
who are available all weekend giving free facials and massages. 

For your chance to win one of the pairs of tickets tick 
‘Beauty’ in the entry form. 


To get more information visit www.beautyandbodyshow.co.uk 
or call Aztec on 01702 549 623. 


LAST MONTH’S WINNERS 


The winner of the pair of Abnormally Funny People tickets in 
the June issue was N.Mehrotra from Lincolnshire. 

The winners of the Smooth Ride Guides were in order, $.Rose from 
Bedfordshire, M.Hayward from Hampshire, S.Gee from Wales, 
T.Tran from London, B.Catchpoole from Milton Keynes, J.Prescott 
from Liverpool, Z.Manuel from London, PBoorn from West 
Sussex, P.Greaves from Northampton and C.Clough from Leeds. 
The winners of the satin sheets were in order, Mrs Foster from 
Nottinghamshire, R.Dawson from London, H.Matsoukas from 
Yorkshire, J. Dore from Cornwall and L.Kinc from Norfolk. 


ee en en ee a eS a ee 
I { Tick the competition circle below, ! 
to e Nn e r add your details, and send for ! 


1 FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, 


; or you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or email the details to: 


I 
I 
| 
| 
| fiona.mitchell@scope.org.uk I 
| | 
i Holiday) Biofreeze(_) Beauty () i 
I I 

| 


terms & — «closing date for entrants: 19.08.05 « 
conditions Entrants must be over 18 + No proof of 
purchase required ¢ UK entrants only « No cash alternatives « 


| 

1 

I 

| 

I 

| 

; Winners notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final + Special 

I offers not open to DN staff or associates « Winners may be 
announced in DN « In association with Aztec, Physio-Med 

1 and Cotswold Charm Holiday Cottages. We may use your 
name and address for further marketing purposes. Please tick 
| 


the box if you do not wish your details to be included Q 


DN next month 


All the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 27 August. 


@ BACK TO SCHOOL 


Eight-page education supplement covering sex 
education, bullying, accessible learning materials at 


university and much more 


@ FAST FORWARD 
DN’s Helen Smith climbs the gears at an advanced 
driving school 


@ CAPITAL CAPERS 


Readers go out and about in London 


TAKE A BREAK IN THE COTSWOLDS 


otswold Charm Holiday Cottages are offering a 

week’s holiday for a DN reader in one of their 
cottages, normally at around £500, called Rick 
Cottage, to be taken on 1 October. 

Rick Cottage’s ground floor comprises of a 
wheelchair-accessible kitchen, ensuite wet-room, 
twin/double zip-up beds, a lounge and a 
conservatory. The kitchen features an adjustable 
table, including a sink and hob. 

The cottage sleeps up to six in one double and two 
twin rooms, one of which is on the ground floor. 

For your chance to win tick ‘Holiday’ in the entry form. 
If the date offered is not suitable Cotswold Charm 
Holiday Cottages will be able to offer alternative dates 
before the end of March 2006 (excluding Christmas, New 
Year and Cheltenham Gold Cup weeks). 
To find out more about 
Cotswold Charm Holiday 
Cottages visit their 
website at 
www.cotswoldcharm.co.uk, email cotswoldcharm@fsmail.net or 
call Michael on 01386 840 164. 


hysio-med are offering ten DN readers the chance to win a tube of Biofreeze 
pain relieving gel, worth £8.95. | 
Biofreeze pain relieving gel is the only analgesic with ILEX, a herbal extract i | 

from a South American holly shrub. Biofreeze provides 


deep penetrating pain relief that lasts up to several hours he 
. j Pe 
and accelerates the basic healing process through the 8 
2 
z 
i 


* VANISHING SCENT 


Arenas nmin 


relaxation of muscles. Biofreeze maximizes cryotherapy 
(cold therapy), which has long been acknowledged by 


“The Cold Method™* 


Yor. 
the medical community as an effective therapy to help Og m Z J 
reduce daily aches and pains such as back pain, sore i yt 
muscles and arthritis. i aa 
To win a 40z tube of Biofreeze tick ‘Biofreeze’ in the ui tig ; 
entry form. C 


® ‘ : . Mot un. a10 9/4 EO 
For more information about the Biofreeze range 
visit www.physiomedhomecare.co.uk, email on 


sales@physio-med.com or call on 01457 860 444. 


icicle anton sti set 


: : 

: C th pee Be ae 
| o) mM Es WI The most stylish ) 
& 5 S e ats ay ne in i 
i the UK. 
Fe 4 


as standard Kangoo Family is} 
F i quite simply in a i 
different class. i 
Beautifully designed & } 
A} | engineered by i 
y Jubilee, itcombines } 
super easy wheelchair | 
access with stale of 
| the art adaptations F 
| allowing the car to be | 
used as a normal 5 H 
seater family estate or | 
a fully wheelchair 
accessible vehicle, 


Why compromise ? } 


D, 


i 
3 
i 


2 RCRD STREROOERS 


i 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


| Motability 0121 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Bi Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 fo 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification.. 
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